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Sign of the times: Henry Gano, kitchen artist at Die Dorchester hotel in London, carves out a Now tear greeting in ice, a task ariricfr required the assistance of 12 colleagues 
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Fran Abrams 


Political Correspondent 


Labours p re pa ri ng to cut trade 
unionists and other activists 
out of poficy-malmig by dis- 
mantling the constituency par- 
ties which arc their power-base. 
■ In a fundamental reform 
which, will remove the main 
bunding blocks of the party’s 
grass-roots organisation, die 
party’s leadership is planning to 
sweep away a system which has 
existed for more than half a cen- 
tury. The scheme could plunge 
a newly-elected Labour gov- 
ernment into a Clause- IV-5yie 
battle only weeks after ii comes 
to power. However, Tbny Blair 
is believed to be determined to 
press ahead with plans to push 
“One Member One Vote" right 
to the heart of the party. 


The scheme is likely to be. 
published in May or June, and 
left wingers are already prepar- 
ing for a fierce struggle over it 
at this year's conference. They . 
fear ft would allow a Labour 
government to push tfrrcmgh 
policies- which they would nev- 
er have accepted, such as a com- 
plete break with the unions. 

Under plans to be presented 

early this year to review groups 
headed by the party chairman, 
Tom Sawyer, unions and other 
affiliated groups, such as the 
Fabians or the Co-operative 
movement, would lose their 
links with Labour’s grass roots. 

General managem en t com- 
mittees, which run constituen- 
cies, select candidates and send 
motions to conference, would 
be replaced by a small executive 
of four or five people elected 


through OMOV, he said. This 
group would draw up shortlists 
of candidates from an approved 
Wtiwtirtfi Road ES for party 
members to vote on. Members 
of unions and other groups 

would only be able to vote if 
they were Labour Party 
members. 

The review groups are also 
likely to recommend sweeping 
changes to Labour’s annual 
conference and its National 
Executive Committee, both of 
which have sera embarrassing 
show-downs with left-wingers. 

Already, a new code of con- 
duct has been imposed on 
Labour MPs, prohibiting them 
from bringing the party into ifis- 
repute. There have been hints 
that die new code, passed last 
month by the Parliamentary 
Labour tony, could be used to 


fycnticise the leadership. . . . 
Ken Livingstone, Labour MP 


the measures could phmge the 
party into internal strife just as 
it takes power. “It would be 
madness. There would be mas- 
sive opposition from a large 
number of MPs, activists and 
trades unionists,” he said. 

The plans originate fiomthe 
Labour Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, an influential group 
which claims to have been 
instrumental in securing “One 
Member One Vote" (OMOV) 
and the abolition of Clause IV. 

It has alreadypuhlisbed an 
interim report, “New Labour 
A State-holders’ Party", winch 
sets omits views. Ben Locas, tbe 
chair of the committee, argued 
that power in the party should 


be given to individual members. 
The committee, whose mem- 
bers indude Labour’s home 
affairs spokesman. Jack Straw, 
and . the foreign affairs 
Spokesman, Robin Cook, wants 
policy to made through re- 
gional and national forums on 
specific issues. Each member 
should vote on it. It says. 

The document argues that 
the National Executive Com- 
mittee should no longer make 
polity andthat the annual con- 
ference should mirror the US 
party conventions as showcas- 
es wtoh do not “leave things to 
chance.” In future, there should 
be no more “boring bat poten- 
tially damagjqg debates about 
arcane resolutions". Last year’s 
conference was split by a raw 
over pensions involving the 
former minister, Barbara Castle. 


Saudi nurse retracts confession 


stm Bogfcar; 

Chteft Reporter^ 

One of the two British nurses 
charged wfeh murdering a fel- 
low nureWtt Saudi Arabia has 
withdrawn the confession that 
her colleagues daim was made 
under duress- ; 

Deborah ftny. 41, toki the 
British ainstiJTun Lamb, to in- 
form the that she did not 

stand by her confession when he 
visited her in prison on Monday, 


according toibo Sauch-owipaB 
newspaper Al-Hqyat. \ 

It also cmeiged yesterday 
that the Saudi pcficc considered 
charging a third British nurse in 
cOEiocoan wilh the murder of 
fc Yvonne Gilford, 51, an Aua- 
^Wiah-She was found stabbed* 
battered and smothered in her 
room at the King Ffchd Military 
Medical Centre mDhahran on 
10 December. 

So far, Lucille McLauchlan, 
31, frOm Dundee, and Ms Par- 


-ly^fra* Hampshire, are the 
cbargjtd with the 
Itiffing. Saudi soraceahave said 
they were arrested after mos- 
ey was taken from a cashpoint 
with Ms Gilford’s bank card. 
However, AlrHeyot quoted se- 
curity source* assaying they had 
considered charging a third 
woman. The Saudis believe she 
was present on two shopping 
trips when money was taken 
from Ms GflfbrcTs account. 

Diplomatic reflations between 


Britain and Saadi, which have 
been strained by the affair, are 
likely to.be put under more 


the consuTsi yjait to the ja3, 
telling how the women broke 
down when told that they were 
Ekefy to be detained for a tong 
time. j 

“Deborah Parry toki the con= . 
sui that die wanted to withdraw 
her confession, "said one of the 
paper’s editors. 


The fact that the paper is re- 
a direct diani^^^ 

'a*6rtmg could have been passed 
an only by one bf two Saudi of- 
ficiate pre^t, ts lQcefy to anger 
British diplomats. The news- 
paper saiaa Saudi religious po- 
lice officer and an interior 
Ministry official were present. 

Last night, the Foreign Office 
refused to co mm e nt. A senior 
source at Al-Hoyat said: “You 


are always accusing us of not 
haerag freedom of the press and 
jfciwben we try to publish the 
facts ... we are criticised." - 
The first details of Ms Pam^' 
troubled Bfe emerged yestenfcy 
when her aster, Sandra Ashbqd, 

Slw said Ms Parry’s mottix 
had drowned white on holiday, 
her brother had died in a mo- 
torcycle accident and her father i 
had di edfrom a heart attack. 

Islam and the West, page 11 


Proof The Independent Wilson chose ‘traitor’ 


is good enough to eat to 


spy inquiry 


David Ustwrnw 

New York " 

At last we've made it, at least 
in New Yort.Everyone is talk- 
ing about 7y In dependent. 1 
haw seen criwo men drool. 

All this b perfectly natural 

This is a disqcMiing bunch down 
here in artfSoho. and at three 
dollars arils®* (only one day 
late), TktlfHeoendentdaes of- 
fer unpanWJeled intellectual 
value. Although why the 
prospect of mfoWing our pages 
should lead to profuse salivation 
was less dear (u me, until I dis- 
covered that we are talking 
about The ^dependent as a 
restaurant. Then* it fe, in the 
coolest climes of Tribeca on 
Won Broadway, with its simple 
hut oh-so-refined name cm- 
*>to)ned<»n its awning. The let- 
tering f is virtually 
inentt) nguishaWe from that of 

the masthead above. 

Its doors have only been 


•3 tL.r* 



Food far thcwigm Iha todep en U e titumerte Pbotogaph: Jon Levy 


open two weeks, but The In- 
dependeu te asstnedly hoL The 
fashion designers Paul Smith 
and Isaac Mizrahi both chose ir 
for their Christmas parties. On 
the mgfri I was there this week, 
there was an editor from the 
Village Vbice on one side and 
from the ftper, another Soho 
street-sheet, on the other. 

My business card caused a 
brief stir. Co-owners Bruce 
Hanks and Jedd Ltebermau 
eyed me nervously. Yes, we 
mow our names are the same. 


they venture, but the similarity 
of typefaces was purely 
coiucutentaL 

Mr Hanks, it turns out, is a 
Briton and a long- time fan ot 
yes, us. He was a partner in a 
London restaurant, the First 
Floor cn the Fortobello Road, 


David Waiter and John 
Crossland 

The web of Cold War conspir- 
acy spun around Harold Wilson, 
is set to thidoea after today’s dis- 
closure that as Labour Prime 

ment of Sir Roger HoSts^ the 
suspect MI5 chief to an official 
inquiry into the 1966 ja3 escape 
of a Soviet spy. 

This is revealed in govern- 
ment papers at the Public 
Record Office which are re- 
leased under the 30-year rule. 

After the escape of the dou- 
’ trie agent George Blake from 
Vftmtteworth raison in south- 


Ml 


Inside 


1966 pa 
— page 4 




orandum to Wilson puts it tbe 

role of the Security Service under 
Hollis was itself going to be ex- 
amined. “He would probably 
nor be able tocontrfaxte a great 
deal co the work on prison secu- 
riiy”,ftsa^TbdayitreadsiroD- 
icify; then it may car may not have 


handled and was an instant fen. 
“‘Independent' is just such a bril- 
liant word," he explagis. So 
good hick to "fee Independent 
and tong may a prosper and tong 
may *«? be the talk of New York. 


that Hoffis - recently retired as 
head of MI5 - join tbe inquiiy 


I riairediyLordMormfoaitmt^ 
Burma, the former chief of the 
defence staff 

But Mountbatteu and tbe 
Home Secretary, Roy Jenkins, 
were none too keen. As a mem- 


‘ In a cunous aside which 
some mi g ht take as evidence of 
that, tbe memo high ligh ts M15’s 
“alleged wish that Blake would 
be kept tn a London prison”. 

It was not till the Buries that 
HoHis, who (Bed in 1973, was fin- 
gered asa possible traitor. The 
proposition was voiced by spy- 
catcher Peter Wright ahd has 
never been confirmed; Wright, 
by his own admission, “bugged ' 
and burgled" his way around 


Loudon when WDson was next . 
Prime Minister, in tbe Seventies. 

What the 1966 papers show 
beyond dispute is how distract- 
ed tbe Wilson regime was by se- 
curity— from Comnmmsts in the 
unions to the reign of terror at 
No 10 by WDscms persraiat se- 
curity adviser, George Wjgg, 
over leaks to the press. 

Even in official records MI6, . 
the Secret InteHigence Service, 
was not referred to by name. Se- 
curity bufifewfllpore over there- i 
port ctf the briefing after Blake's 1 
escape given by MKTs chief. Sir j 
Dick White, to Wilson and tbe 
Opposition leader, Edward 
Heath. White was complacent, 
masting that even ifEttake end- 
ed up in tbe Soviet Union (be 
did), be could not do any more 
damage to Britirii. interests. 
“There was not therefore any. 
very strong Soviet obfigatiOp to ■ 
him'. They ari ght conceivably 


hamtowraJcout his own frmnjfc? 
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Mr Lucas said tbe 
Party had been built ^ “almost on 
a Soviet model". Activists who 
wanted to get thiagSvdoBe 
should pursue issu^ tSpu^i . 
other groups, he suggested. 

. *Tfyou arc interested^ what 
trades unions are doing feen go • 
along to your local trade^miou. ; 
If you are interested 0euy^ 
ronmental issues, thatworm-d 
group on the envirau^nL'jt 
A Labour qpofaesfcoi®Bi sai| 
the party had nottnng.ro say 
about the review apd bo coif- 
elusions hadyet been readied. 


Pfwtographc’QynrhSriffiths 


QUICKLY 


Hebron deal 

Israel and the Pakstimans finally 
agreed cb an Israeli redeploy- 
ment in Hebron, the last West 

Bank town under occupation. 
B enjamin Netanyahu and Yass- 
er Arafat are expected to initial 
the deal shortly. Page 7 


j&tieal tomakeafilra Sf^ tbe life 
mf r the serial -kfflerJFrederick 
west was greeted wflii outrage 
by pqKtwans,retigious leaders 
and tee relatives ■ ' Page 3 
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The cowering -■ 
sun temple ^ 
Konarlti njl 
Orissa.mw ' . 


r 


haulmg 

East coast 

vrvidarchit^c6nafoTEasaT»-^i 
24-whedhd belcmsjns'tn cne^san ' 

god/5arya. : 

- A few miles from the caprcal/ i', 

Bhubaneswar you'll frad Cbifiluv hufia’s 
basest take, where rare migratory birds ; 
wheel m for die winter. As for t ig er and 
Ieoparcf few wildlife sanctuaries cart rival 
5imUpal to die north. 

Orissa is one bf Indut's best kept 
secrets. Let yourself raonit. ‘ - 
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news 


Record numbers die in prison 


significant shorts 



Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A record number of inmates 
committed suicide in jails in 
England and Wales last year, 
pr ovok ing anger among penal 
reformers who blamed over- 
crowding and harsher regimes 
on the rise. 

Sixty-four prisoners took 
their own lives with at least a 
further 10 suicides in Scottish 
jails, including three at the 
country’s only establishment 
for women. 

This year’s total, announced 


yesterday, is four higher than the 
previous peak in 1994. The 
death tally has been gradually 
rising with 33 suicides in Eng- 
land and Whies in 1989. 

In the year from April 1990 
there were 39 suicides in pris- 
ons in England and Whies, ris- 
ing to 47 in 1993 and 62 in 1994. 

Deborah Coles, co-director 
of Inquest, a pressure group for 
people who die in custody, said: 
“It's a chilling reminder of the 
reality of prison life. My fear is 
that the continuing trend to im- 
prison people and combined 
with increasingly harsh regimes 


will lead to an ever growing 
□umber of deaths." 

Clare Sparks, policy officer of 
the Prison Reform Trust said: 
“"The record number of suicides 
is a result of tremendous finan- 
cial constraints and over-crowd- 
ing in the prison seivice in 1996. 

‘This has lead to cuts in im- 
portant measures such as edu- 
cation, recreation, and the 
treatment of mentally ill in- 
mates." She added that pris- 
oners on remand, who were 
particularly vulnerable, were 
not getting enough attention. 

. Richard Tilt, the director of 


the Prison Service, stressed that 
because of the increased num- 
ber of inmates, the number of 
suicides proportionate to the 


prison population - which atari 
average 55,200 this year was 


average 55,200 this year was 
4,200 higher than in 1995 - had 
actually fallen. 

But he added: “I am con- 
cerned that, while proportion- 
ate to the population suicides 
have slightly reduced, the lev- 
el of self-inflicted deaths is still 
too high. 

“We will do everything .pos- 
sible to reduce the number 
next year. I believe the pre- 


ventive strategies we have de- 
veloped at prisons over the last 
two years have helped and will 
continue to do so. 

include ris£*arareaess training 
for staff, allowing Samaritan 
volunteers to visit prisoners reg- 
ularly, and “listener” schemes 
which involve training prisoners 
to provide support for other in- 
mates at risk. 

In Scotland, where last year’s 
figures have yet to be released, 
the problem of prison suicides 
has been highlighted by the 
spate of deaths at Coraton \fcle 


women's prison in Stirling. 

An investigation has begun 
into the latest death, that of 
Yvonne Gilmour, 22, from 
Glasgow, who was found dead 
on Christmas Eve. Despite be- 
ing on suicide watch, which 
meant she was regularly ob- 
served by staff in her cell, she 
still managed to hang herself 
with a bed sheet 


Legal aid for 
overdose 
baby’s parents 


British Airways 
extinguishes - 
cigarettes 


A report into previous deaths 
described conditions at the 
prison as a “mixture between a 
casualty clearing station and a 
psychiatric ward". 

Floating prison, page 6 


Harding 

fortune 


goes to 
wife and 
mistress 


Vanessa Thorpe 


The £200m left by Matthew 
Harding, the chairman of 
Chelsea Football Club who 
died ina helicopter crash while 
returning from an away match 
at Bolton last October, is to be 
divided between his children; hs 
wife and his girlfriend. 

His will, published yesterday, 
makes no mention of the foot- 
ball club in which Mr Harding 
invested more than £40m dur- 
ing his lifetime. 

The inheritance will be di- 
vided according to instructions 
left with two executors, Mark 
Killick and Margaret NugenL 
Their instructions are to indude 
provision for his twin sons by his 
wife Ruth and for EUa, his 
daughter by girlfriend Vicky 
Jaramillo. 

In the will Mr Harding, aged 
42 at the time of his death, also 
names Jessica, Ms Jaramillo's 
daughter from a previous rela- 
tionship. 

The shareholders in his for- 
mer business. The Benfield 
Group, will also benefit. Mr 
Harding organised a successful 
management buy-out of the 
company in 1988. 

The will was witnessed by 
England football coach Glenn 
Hod die and by a London taxi 
driver called Grant Davis. 

It bears the date of 22 May 
1996, exactly two months before 
the fatal accident in Cheshire 
which also killed four other 
men. 

Chelsea FC may be left with 
financial problems if Benfield 
decide to sell the £50m shares 
held in Chelsea Village, the 
company which owns the club. 

Mr Harding also owned the 
£16-5m freehold on the Stam- 
ford Bridge ground, in south- 
west London, paid out for the 
new North Stand, and regular- 
ly made cash available for buy- 
ing new players. 



j A couple who are planning 
I legal action against , a hospital 
after their bafy was given an 
overdose of morphine have 
been granted legal aid. 

Kieren Luscombe was six 
weeks old when he was given 
10 times die correct dose of 
the pain-killer during a 
hernia operation at Treliske 
hospital, Cornwall, because 
his presc rip tion had been 
misread. He turned blue and 
had fits. 

A brain scan revealed no 
abnormalities, but the 
family’s solicitor, Philip Snell, 
said yesterday that it would 
not be known for several 
years whether there was any 
long-term brain damage. - 

A medical report will also 
be prepared on Kieren’ s 
mother Julie, who lives near 
Redruth. She was at the 
hospital and suffered 
psychological trauma. 


Smokers face a further 
chaUenge from today as 90 
per cent of British Airways 
flights — including Concorde 
- become smoke free. 

More than 350 additional 
daily flights to Africa, 
Europe, the Middle and Far 
East and North America will 
join the current 750 non-’ - 
smoking flights. 

British Airways’ chief - 
executive, Bob AytihgrSaid: 
“More than eight out of 10 
passengers now request non- 
smoking seats and the 
numbers are growing." : 

Smoking is being retained 
on certain, routes where there 
is demand: Spain, Japan, 
Korea, Hong Kong, China, 
Taiwan, Philippines, Pakistan, 
Latin America, Russia, 
Ukraine, Romania, Bul garia 
and Azerbaijan. BA will 
continue to sell duty-free 
cigarettes on its flights. 


Hogmanay 
off the rails 


Hogmanay travellers in 
Scotland yesterday faced 
disruption as rafl crews went 
on strike. ScotRail said fewer 
than 50 per cent of RMT 
conductors and ticket 
examiners obeyed the latest 
strike call, enabling it to run 
80 per cent of services. The 
union said that 50 per cent of 
trains were affected. 

The walkout follow the 
disciplining of 17 onion 
members involved in an 
earlier series of one-day 
stoppages over productivity 
and other issues. 


Cullen wins 
promotion 


Lord Cullen, the Dunblane 
inquiry judge, has been 
promoted to become 
Scotland’s second most 
senior judge. He will become 
Lord Justice Clerk, 
succeeding Lord Ross, who is 
retiring. 

The appointment, 
announced by the Prime 
Minis ter’s office, carries a 
salary of £121,190, a rise of 
more than £4,000 on the 
£117,000 salary of senior 
Scottish judges. 


Christie brother 
inquest opens 


Sex-act disc 
withdrawn 


Blow for youth: The Waubonsie Valley High School Marching Warriors Band, from Illinois, playing at Wembley Grand Hall for the London Parade 
Festival, a series of concerts by young musicians from around the world. It culminates in a parade in the capital today Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Protect the weak, urges Carey 


An inquest was opened 
yesterday into the death of 
the brother of the Olympic 
sprinter Linford Christie. 

Westminster Coroner's 
Court in central London 
heard that Russell Christie, 
34, of Shepherd's Bush, west 
London, died from a stab 
wound to his neck. 

No members of the 
Christie family were present 
at the hearing, which was 
adjourned. 

A man has been charged 
with murder. 


A store chain has stopped 
selling a computer games disc 
after it was found to contain 
an explicit sex scene. 

The HMV record group is 
clearing the CD-ROM from 
its shelves and yesterday 
offered refunds to customers. 

A woman who bought the 


3,000-game Speccy CD 1996 
for £7.99 in-HMV in 


for £7.99 in-HMV m 
Manchester discovered a 
sequence depicting a woman 
performing a sex act on a 
man. An HMV spokesman 
apologised to anyone who 
had been offended by the 
disc, which is from Germany. 



Dr Carey: ’It is a good 
time to search our souls' 


The Archbishop of Canterbury 
called on society to make an 
“uncompromising commitment 
to protea the weak and vul- 
nerable”, in his New Year ad- 
dress broadcast today. 

Dr George Carey also re- 
called the Dunblane tragedy 1 in 
which 16 infants and one readier 
were killed and other crimes 
against children and adults in his 
remarks made five minutes af- 
ter midnight, and shown on 
BBCI at lam. 

Dr Carey anticipated the 
general election and refleaed 
on the kind of society that we 
have become - and the kind we 


wish to be - as the end of the 
century approaches. He said: 
"In looking back, there will be 
many who will be deeply thank- 
ful that 1996 has ended. 

“For those of us wbo love chil- 
dren. 1996 will forever speak of 
Dunblane and some of the oth- 
er terrible crimes committed 
against young children and adults 
alike. It is a reminder that at the 
very heart of a decent society 
there must be an uncompro- 
mising commitment to protect- 
ing the weak and vulnerable. 

“None of us knows what 
1997 will bring. Nationally, we 
shall be facing a general elec- 


tion. Individually, ail kinds of 
challenges lie ahead, and many 
uncertainties. 

"As we look to the millenni- 
um. many of us are asking 
questions about the kind of 
people and the kind of society 
we want to be. It is a good time 
to search our souls. r 

Dr Carey said he remem- 
bered the MQQth anniversary of 
Augustine - the first Archbish- 
op of Canterbury in 597 - as 
he looked at the paintings in the 
chapel at Lambeth Palace, but 
he also drew attention to the 
modem pictures "to remind 
us that the Church today is for 1 


all people of every race and 
continent". 

The images show out- 
stretebed hands praying and the 
Archbishop said: “Hands lifted 
in prayer must result in hands 
reaching out to all people with 
the love of God." 

Dr Carey ended with a prayer 
for the New Yean “Eternal 
God, I place myself into your 
hands this coming year. May we 
walk together, hand in hand, 
and in my actions may your will 
be done. Amen." 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Austria ... 

.AMO 

man* .. 
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Weather forecast 


No.31S4 Wednesday 1 January 



forecast for today 

Another bitterly cold dsy over England 2 nd IVaJe 3 with subzero 
temperatures Sheltered western areas should stay mostly dry and 
sunny but snow showers are ejected m eastern and southern 
counties, but these should die out this afternoon. Scotland and 14 
Ireland will he bnght but cold with light snow showers near eastern 
coasts, and a band of sleety rain will reach northern Scotland this 


ACROSS 

1 Diamond shape (7) 


DOWN 


1 Diamond shape (7) 

5 Girl's name (5) 

8 Indian currencv (5) 

9 Fundamental (7) 

10 Person of uncompro- 
mising views (9) 

12 Drink small amounts 
(3) 

13 Sensitive plant (6) 

14 Escapade (6) 


17 Hawaiian garland (3) 

18 V&s sony about (9) 


18 W&s sorry about 

20 Belly (7) 

21 Likeness (5) 


23 Midlands city (5) 

24 Without guile (7) 


1 Move clumsily (5) 

2 Type of fastener (3) 

3 Sewing implements (7) 

4 Mission (6) 

5 Shrub (5) 

6 Non-stop (9) 

7 Oval (7> 

11 Quantity left over (9) 

13 Kind of duck (7) 

15 Pharmacist (7) 

16 Business to be conduct- 
ed (6) 

18 Card game (5) 

19 Clothe (5) 

22 Beverage (3) 


SoinUon to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 


ACROSS: 1 Buyer. 4 Logical (Biological). 8 Launder. 9 Upper. 10 Ar- 

S te, 11 Estuary, 13 EarL 15 Saturn, 17 Avenue, 20 Name, 22 Conceal 24 
idle. 26 Infer, 27 Opulent 2S Bcbtcd. 29 Enicr. DOWN: 1 Ballads. 2 Young, 
3 Red deer. 4 Larder. 5 Gauni. 6 Captain. 7 Lorry, 12 Slam. 14 Anna. 1G 


afternoon. 

outlook for the next few days 

Tomorrow will also be very cold in all parts with severe frosl early and 
lale. Some patchy light steel k snow will aftect Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, white England and Wales have sunny spells and just a tew 
coastal snow shmras. On Friday end Saturday many places will tie dry 
and bright but it will remain roU with hard frosts, fftd there may be 
some wintry showers in eastern counties cl Scotland and England. 
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fighting-up times 



If you are planning 
a baby start here 




S^KConerfitin - 1> j 


I move eastwards 
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Lows U and W 


S&S?*; 



VforWwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during’ and even before pregnancy 
FOLIC AOD is vital to the development erf 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnanqe 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of 400mcg folic 


- -m 




* 1 : 


3 Red deer. 4 Lamer. 5 Gauni. 6 Capiam. > Lorry, 1_ Slam. 14 Anna. 1G 
TVmefuL 18 Venture. 19 Elector. 21 Almond. 12 Climb, 23 Egret. 25 CbenL 


- arid, along with 
a careful balance of 15 other vitamins and 
minerals to safeguard your requirements 
during pregnancy: 

Pregnacare replaces your usual 
multivitamin, it is recommended from 
several weeks before conception, right 
through to the end of breast feeding: 

So, if you’re already pregnant, or could 
be soon, start with Pregnacare 
right now. 
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Vmgnacam 

' ONE-A-DAY CAPSULES 



Developed by experts for 
before and during pregnane/ 
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AuaflaDle from Boots stores. Tesco. Superdrug, ehemta. 
health food stona and Holland & Barnett. 
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Pensioner’s death after £11 m. win and troubles of others confirm critics' dire 


warnings 





The lottery’s first big winner. 
Initially fled the country 




F red West 

film deal is 

condemned 

as sick 


Lee Ryan 


Win coincided with 18-month 
sentence for handing stolen cam 


Mark Gardiner 


Ex-wives and grtfriends went 
i into print after his £22m joint win 


All part of life’s lottery 


Louise Jury 

Twenty months ago Ernie Bai- 
ley, a widower, won film on 
the National Lottery. Today he 
is dead.. . . 

Already in poor health, the 
63-year-old former factory 
worker put on weight, contin- 
ued to smoke, and was found 
lifeless in the bed of his new 
luxury home on Sunday. 

Yesterday his family denied 
claims that he bad binged him- 
self to death on beer and take- 
aways. “Ernie had had three 
heart attacks and simply didn’t 
have the strength to binge,” 
said a family friend, Terry 
Latham. 

_ “If anyone knew his medical 
history, they would know that 
his death wouldn’t come as a 
big shock. He was an ill man. 
As far as the family is 
concerned, Ernie died in his 
sleep and that’s all there is to 
it” 

But in the wake of a series 
of sad stories which must have 
made the lottery organisers 
Caraelot despair, his death is 
a reminder that winning can be 
a harden as well as a boon. 

Like the misfortune befalling 
couples who speak of their 


happiness to HeUo! magazine, 
the curse of the lottery comes 
down as if that bright blue 
promotional finger is really 
wagging a warning: It could be 
you. 

When Ernie Bailey won hi* 
fortune in April last year on a 
ticket shared with his younger 
son, 23-year-old Derek, he did 
not immediately head for the 
Caribbean or Florida as others 
have done. He packed eight of 
his family into a caravan for six 
and headed for North Wales. 

He did abandon the crime- 
ridden Castle Vale council 
estate in Bir mingham an d 
moved to a luxury bangalow in 
little Aston Park, five miles 
away in the more upmarket 
Sutton Coldfield. 

But he brought his older son 
Mait, 31, into the money not 
by giving him a milli on or two 
but employing Mm as chauffeur 
for his new range of snart cars 
at a reported salary of £500-a- 
week. He employed Mark’s 
wife, Tracey, as his deaner. Mr 
Bailey senior did, however, 
buy the couple a bungalow 
just alongfrom his in the same 
cul-de-sac. 

Yesterday, four pints of mfiy 
and a bottle of orange juice 





Ernie Bailey 


Won £llm hi April 1995. Found dead 
in his bed on Sunday 


stood uncollected outside the 
new millionaire’s home where 
the curtains stayed tightly 
drawn. Snow covered his 
BMW, a Renault Espace van 
and a Chevrolet. He had 


enjoyed them for less than two 
years. 

Whether his new-found 
wealth encouraged him to 
overindulge cannot be known. 
But critics of the lottery argue 


Blur turn against Blair... 




<ttk*hKT to business: Damon Albam (left) reconfing for Blur, Britpop’s former crown .princes, wfw^ready for a 
with a tww album after giving centre stage to the pop-star antics of Oasis, led by Liam Gallagher (light) 


in new 




CI H? acceiicism and maturity 

- S ^ Lab °" r 

,e WMeS» s i,ad “T M0C ' 

-fersBars: 

and ' the limelight.' 

reced es new 

hlS Odious concentration, 

^farinldnsoidyininodere- 

a»J ^fall. And he has be- 
aiiw? th® first rock star to urge 


the virtues of a coalition gov- 
ernment. - 

• It is barely a year ago that 
Blur seemed likely to outshine 

Oasis. It was Blur not Oasis who 

won the much-hyped battle for 
. the first number one single 
from their respective new al- 
bums in 1995. But after that Oa- 
sis’s fame erupted, and Blur 
retreated into splendid isolation, 
seemingly forgotten by their 
fans . In the Radio 1 listeners’ 
poll this week. Oasis had two 
tunes in the listeners* all-time 
too' 10, Blur bad none.- -■ 
Now, shortly to release a 
new album, the former crown 
pnoces of Britpop are back. The 
band’s front man, Albarn, re- 
mains sparing of speech, bui 
-what he does say signifies a new 
respectability that could see 
him following in the steps or sir 
Paul McCartney in 30 years 


’ Asked by ^magnamehowhe 
would be voting in the general 
election, Albam says: “Blair 
has a worryingly conservative 
streak and he’s taken his own 
personality so far info the are- 
na of appeasement he’s no 


party. But I will be voting for 
him, and labour will get in. Just 
don't expect any changes, that’s 
aiL We’d do better with a coali- 
tion government.” 

On the subject of rock stars 
behaving like rock stars he is 
quick to point out his own out- 
fit’s new asceticism. “Graham 
has stopped drinking com- 
pletely." he says of one fellow 
band member. "1 still drink but 
in small bouts, although I’ve 
never really done ft to excess.” 
pointedly, he stresses that the 
year-long making of the band’s 
new record required •‘concen- 
tration” and a rejection of the 


tabloid antics of certain other 
groups. He says: “It wouldn’t 
have been posable to make this 
record if we’d been visible, or 
doing big gigs, or splashed over 
the tabloids. It required a lot of 
concentration.” 

And Albam even places him- 
self in the vanguard of the mid- 
dle-aged, firing a broadside at 
one of the most popular rock 
stars in the world, Bono of U2, 
sounding for all the world like 
a parent m the Sixties, as he ac- 
cuses Bono of not being able to 
sing tastefully.; 

Asked if he is looking forward 
to (he new U2 album, Albarn 
replies: ‘Td like a lot Of U2 
tunes if they’d just take the vo- 
cal off. 1 have a problem with 
Bono's voice. The rest of them 
make tasteful music ... He’d be 
a lot more respected by musi- 
cians if he'd tone down those 
m ann erisms." 


that the dramatic change in 
lifestyle ajackpot brings can be 
devastating. 

Claire Rayner, the agony 
aunt, said: “Over the years 
when people have said to me, 
T want to be rich and famous’, 
I’ve said, ‘Doing what?’. It’s 
very hard to describe to people 
how destructive that can be. 

“Some people handle it ter- 
ribly welL But in general the 
most terrible thing to happen 
to a human being is change. 
This is why people have prob- 
lems when they get married or 
pass exams. An ambition 
achieved is like a death.” 

She guessed Mr Bailey prob- 
ably lost more than he gained 
through his win. “If the man did 
drink too much, it was proba- 
bly an attempt to comfort him- 
self for what he had lost. I hate 
the lotteiy in its present form. 
It’s lovely to give people the 
chance of £10,000 or, at a 
pinch, £100,000. But you 
shouldn’t have enough to move 
too far out of the life you’ve 
gOL” 

Certainly other lotteiy win- 
ners have had their problems. 
Mukbtar Mohidin, the Black- 
burn factory worker who won 
£ 17.9m, initially fled the coun- 


try, then temporarily split from 
his wife while his family feud- 
ed over the spoils. 

Robbie Woods, a 24-year-old 
garage mechanic, found him- 
self besieged by gold-diggers. 
Manny Mercer, 54, had a 
heart attack in the excitement 
of becoming a millionaire and 
the jackpot win by 3 2-y ear-old 
Lee Ryan coincided with an 18- 
month jail sentence for han- 
dling stolen cars. 

Most notoriously of all, 
Mark Gardiner and Paul 
Maddison shared a record- 
breaking £22.6m jackpot which 
put a strain on their friendship 
and produced a string of 
ex-wives, girifriends and friends ; 
queuing up to curse their luck. 

Yet some remain down-to- 
earth. The 33 members of the 
Camden Housing Project in 
London who shared a £10m 
jackpot returned to work with 
a better class of biscuit the only 
visible sign of their success. 

A Camelot spokeswoman 
said: “We have 30 million peo- 
ple playing eveiy week and it’s 
a fiin pastime for them. Most 
people who win are delirious- 
ly happy. They just can’t wait 
to get their ticket in and claim 
the money”. 


Glenda Cooper 

A deal to make a film of the life 
of the serial killer Frederick 
West was greeted with outrage 
last night by politicians and re- 
ligious leaders, who condemned 
it as an insult to the relatives of 
his victims. 

The Official Solicitor, Peter 
Harris, confirmed that he had 
entered into a contract with the 
Portman Entertainment Group 
which gives it non-documentary 
film, television, video and an- 
cillary rights to archive mater- 
ial from the West estate. 

West’s elder brother Doug 
said yesterday that the plan 
was “sick" and would do noth- 
ing to help the relatives of the 
Cromwell Street victims to re- 
cover from the tragedy. Politi- 
cians urged the Attorney 
Genera], Sir Nicholas Lyell. to 
intervene to stop the sale. 

Much of the material given 
to Portman Entertainment, one 
of the oldest independent tele- 
vision production companies 
in Britain, was derived from the 
police inquiry which led to 
West being charged with 12 
murders. 

He hanged himself on New 
Year’s Day two years ago before 
the trial could take place but Kk 
wife Rosemary was later con- 
victed on 10 murder counts 
and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

The material includes many 
hours of tape recordings with 
the police, copies of West's 
favourite pornographic films 
and pages of his memoirs writ- 
ten during his time in Winson 
Green prison before the trial. 

The Official Solicitor was 
appointed by the courts to look 
after the interests of the West 
children and has the responsi- 
bility of maximising the finan- 
cial return on the estate. No 
details have been given about 
financial aspects of the film 
deal but ft is believed to be in 
four figures, with extra payable 
if a film goes into production. 

Portman Entertainment's 
past successes include acquiring 


the British rights to the Aus- 
trahan soap Home and Away, 
andthe mim-series.-! Woman of 
Autetance starring Liam Neeson 
and Deborah Kerr. 

The contract also indudes an 
option agreement to Aj z Evil 
$£*■* b i°graphy Of Frederick 
west by the former Fleet Street 

journalist Geoffrey WanselJ. 

The Bishop of Gloucester, 
the Right Rev David Bentlev 
said yesterday he “deplored" die 
news that a film could be made 
and Douglas French, Conserv- 
ative Mp f or Gloucester, said- 
"this is another sordid exam- 
ple of commercial exploitation 
or tragic events which the res- 
idents of Gloucester would pre- 
fer to forget." 

Alex Carlile, Liberal Demo- 

Tt is shocking 
that the Official 
Solicitor is 
entering into 
a contract for 
the sale of 
this material’ 


crar spokesman on justice and 
legal affairs, urged Sir Nicholas 
to step in to stop the sale of the 
film rights. 

“It is deeply shocking that the 
Official Solicitor, who is a gov- 
ernment. official, is entering, in 
his public role, into a contract 
for the sale of material which is 
derived from one of the great- 
est public mischiefs of modem 
times," he said. 

Doug West said: “The rela- 
tives of the victims have bad 
enough, I have had enough. I 
was hoping to have a good 
New Year and put all this be- 
hind me. Now it will all come 
up again. It's a bit sick as far as 
I am concerned. Let's hope the 
idea drops off and the film 
never comes out.” 
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MI5 fuelled fears of Communists in unions 


Public Record Office files re- 
leased today confirm the sus- 
picion that the Security Service, 
MI5, extensively penetrated the 
British trade union movement 
in the Sixties. Secret reports 
front agents convinced the 
Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, 
of Communist Party involve- 
ment before he made his cele- 
brated remark about the 1966 
seamen's strike being master- 
minded by a “tightly knit group 
of politically motivated men . 

But the official record of 
Cabinet discussions shows that 


Labour ministers had deep 
sympathy with the seamen - 
whose ranks included the pre- 
sent deputy leader of the 
Labour Party, John Prescott. In 
Cabinet they even admitted 
the strike bad been precipitat- 
ed by the shipowners. In private 
they saidthe finding of the court 
of inquiry into the strike - 
which the government backed 
in public - gave the seamen less 
than they deserved. 

However, ministers were also 
worried that seamen were be- 
ing misled by the ad hoc nego- 


Marcia and 
the war of the 
photocopier 


During 1966 Harold Wilson’s po- 
litical secretary, Maida Williams 
(now Baroness Falkender), en- 
gaged in a pitched battle with his 
cml service private secretary 
Derek Mitchell over office fa- 
cilities while leaks to the press 
produced a constant stream of 
self-exculpating memoranda to 
the Prime Minister from officials 
and parly colleagues. 

Okensibty the civil servants 
looked after official business 
while Mrs Williams - who had 
been positively vetted by the Se- 
curity Service - looked after 
Wilson’s party and constituen- 
cy work. Both rides bitched 
about one another. 

Barely a year after Labour 
took power in October 1964 Mr 
Mitchell was penning pompous 
notes asking if it was not time 
Mrs Williams got her own “‘po- 
litical" photocopier. His assis- 
tant, Jane Parsons, evidently 
kept a surreptitious eye on the 
Rank Xerox 914. In one note 
she alleged that a “considerable 
amount" of party political work 
was being done on the copier. 

At the beginning of the 1966 
election campaign. No 10 staff 
proposed that use of the official 
machine would be charged to 
Transport House, Labour HQ. 
If Transport House were to 
supply its own copier, “security 
drills" would have to ensure “it 
cannot be used to make quick 
copies of classified papers’*. 

The official files are stuffed 
with memos from civil servants 
and party officials to the Prime 
Minister denying they had 
talked to journalists and so 


Sweeteners for 
Catholic schools 


The same Labour government 
that in 1966 looked with 
“benevolent neutrality" on re- 
forms to the abortion and sex- 
ual offences law also increased 
the rate of grant to Roman 
Catholic schools. 

Prime Minister Harold Wil- 
son. himself one of the most 
cautious members of the Cab- 
inet when it came lo making 
government time available for 
private members' bills to reform 
the laws on homosexuality, 
urged his Secretary of Slate for 
Education, Tony Crosland, to 
cultivate the Catholic and An- 
glican bishops. 

The papers show this was 
something Crosland. otherwise 
renowned as a free thinking lib- 
eral, was happy to do. After con- 
versations with the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Liver- 
pool Crosland proposed in- 
creasing the state grant to 
Catholic schools to SO per cent 
and making new grants to 
Catholic training colleges. 

His reasoning was that the 
money would sweeten the churdi 
authorities towards comprehen- 
sive schools. . 

Cabinet discussion of the 
year's great “social legislation" 
(abortion law reform was begun 
in 1966 but completed in 1967) 
was minimal. Most discussion 
took place, if at all, in Cabinet 
committees rather than the full 
Cabinet. Wilson emerges as a 
cautious voice, saying for in- 
stance that he was “in no way 
committed to giving extra time 
for homosexual law reform". In 
a note to Douglas Houghton, 


tiatiog committee putting then- 
case to shipowners. In extend- 
ed sessions at No 10, Wilson met 
both groups during the dispute 
in an effort to mediate. But he 
bad been warned tty the Secu- 
rity Service that one of the 
committee, Gordon Norris, was 
seeing the industrial organiser 
of the Communist Party of 
Great Britain, Bert Ramelson. 
more or less daily “to plan the 
next move in the strike and the 
outcome of discussions at the 
executive of the National Union 
of Seamen". 


Reports by David Walker and John Crossland 


Edward Heath, leader of the 
Opposition, attacked Wilson 
for alleging a conspiracy with- 
out naming names. In response, 
Wilson offered him a secret 
briefing courtesy of MI5. At it 
he told him of a “close correla- 
tion between decisions taken at 
meetings of the Communist 
Party, the commentary of the 
Morning Star [the CP newspa- 
per] the next day and the deci- 
sion subsequently reached by the 
National Union of Seamen". 


For instance, the key decision 
to reject the court of inquiry re- 
port was taken the day before the 
report was published and the 
Communist Party had derided 
that the Executive Committee of 
the National Union of Seamen 
should be persuaded at its meet- 
ing on the foDowing day to con- 
tinue the strike. The executive 
committee reached the deci- 
sion the C ommunis ts wanted. 
Earlier that year WQson bad 
been told of Communist influ- 


ence in the National Union of 
RaBwaymen - information se- 
cured tty an MIS informant, 
whose name has been blanked 
out from the official papers 
now on public view. A threat- 
ened railway strike had been 
called off at the last moment. 
In February, a Home Office 
official minuted Wilson’s prin- 
cipal private secretary. “From 
the outset [the Communists] 
viewed the dispute in predom- 
inantly political terms and their 
objective was to discredit and 
bring to a halt the current in- 


come policy. The problem fac- 
ing the Comm unst minorityon 
the NUR Executive Council 
was to retain sufficient non- 
Communis t support to ensure 
fh?t the strike notice was main- 
tained throughout the negotia- 
tions in the hope that the 
government's will might ulti- 
mately be broken.” 

" He continued: “The Party 
started from a position of rea- 
sonable strength. Quite apart 
from the fact that it was deal- 
ing with an issue popular with 
radwaymen it had two of its 


were the source of leaks. Even 
Wilson's security adviser, the 
Paymaster General, George 
Wigg, felt the need to submit a 
long typewritten memo to Wil- 
son in July 1966 explaining who 
he had and who he had not seen. 

Wigg was embarrassed be- 
cause be had seen a Sunday 
Times journalist. Stephen Fay, 
who in turn denied he was the 
source of a leak from the con- 
versation to Private Eye, which 
sought to pooh-pooh Harold 
Wilson's suggestion that Com- 
munists were behind industri- 
al unrest in Britain that year. 

Another story, about Clyde- 
side dock workers getting a 
pay and conditions deal which 
appeared to break the prevail- 
ing pay norm provoked a flur- 
ry of denials. Trevor Lloyd 
Hughes, the civil service press 
officer at No 10, sent a memo 
to George Wigg in his capacity 
as secunty chief listing all his 
dealings with the press. Hie par- 
ty press officer based at No 10. 
Gerald Kaufman (now a 
Labour MP), went through his 
diary before coming up with a 
clincher. He could not have 
briefed the press on the relevant 
day because he was away from 
the office that day “observing 
the Jewish New Year". 

Mr Wilson went on to au- 
thorise the compilation of 
“source books", which indexed 
press cuttings by code, togeth- 
er with listsof journalists, “so the 
subject could be traced from be- 
ginning to end and ministers 
and MPs statements can be 
examined as well as journalists." 




Source of tension: Wilson and Lady Falkender in 1975. As his political secretary she engaged in battle with official Downing Street staff 


Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster and chairman of the 
Cabinet's social services com- 
mittee, Wilson wondered 
whether they needed to “rush" 
their thinking about allowing lo- 
cal social services departments 
to dispense contraceptive advice. 

Wilson. MP for the Mersey- 
side seat of Huyton. was clearly 
concerned about Catholic opin- 
ion. But the Cabinet committee 
was enthusiastic. “The fact that 
one section of the community 
would not wish to use facilities 
was not sufficient reason for 
withholding them from oth- 
ers." A report from the Church 
of England Board of Social 
Responsibility in favour of ex- 
tending the availability of con- 
traception helped. 

But in language that would 
not be considered politically cor- 
rect today, Houghton said he 
was in favour of more contra- 
ception because “the problems 
of our social services are ag- 
gravated by the calls made 
upon them by the families of 
feckless, sub-normal and irre- 
sponsible parents". 

But for ail its reputation for 
social reform the Wilson gov- 
ernment backed away from two 
measures discussed in the social 
services Cabinet committee. 
One was to redistribute money 
spent on family allowances to 
ensure it went only to the needy. 
The second was to replace “na- 
tional assistance" (as income 
support was then called) with a 
universal “income guarantee" 
clawed back from the better off 
through income tax. 



Wembley final: Manager Alf Ramsey intervenes in a shirt exchange between teams after England’s World Cup victory over Argentina 



members on the eight-man ne- 
gotiating committee, including 
the chairman, Dan Kelly, and its 
influence with, the district coun- 
cils meant that it could rely on 
a flow of militant resolutions to 
strengthen any waverers on the 
executive council itself." 

The agent concluded; “In 
retrospect, the party views 
its efforts as a well-fought 
rearguard action in a worth- 
while fight. It believes that the 

government and the railway 
board have bought nothing 
more than time." 

Cabinet plan 
for ads on 
BBC radio 

A meeting of the Wilson 
Cabinet approved in 
principle the idea that the 
BBC should take 
advertising on one of its 
radio channels to bail it out 
of a fi nancial crisis. 

It was only after several 
blither meetings and some 
spirited lobbying from the 
BBC’s then vice-chairman. 

Lord Fulton, and its 
director-general, Hugh 
Greene, that the proposal 
was dropped. Labour in 
those days was attracted by 
advertising as a source of 
revenue for public purposes. 

At a January Cabinet it 
was proposed that council 
rates could be kept down by 
giving councils a percentage 
of the proceeds from setting 
up local commercial radio 
stations. The proposal was 
deferred pending the 
conclusions of a large-scale 
review of councils. 

US tapped for 
funding of OU 

Lack of money to pay for 
Harold Wilson's brainchild, 
the Open University, 
prompted the Prime \ 

Minister to suggest 
American firms and 
foundations should be 
approached for donations. 

He asked his legal 
adviser. Lord Goodman, to 
make soundings. Wilson 
himself said he would 
contact the president of the 
Ford Foundation, the 
former White House official 
McGeorge Bundy. 

Murder for 
eastern stars 

The might of Her Majesty's 
diplomatic service was 
mobilised to ensure a new 
generation of British 
ambassadors abroad - pop 
stars - encountered no 
problems. 

From Japan achargd 
d'affaires anxiously reported 
rumours of an assassination J 

attempt on the Beatles and * 

said he proposed to do all 
he could to make a success 
of a forthcoming tour by tne 
Rolling Stones. 

Argentina’s 
bitter Cup 

Foreign Office files report 
how England’s victory 
against Argentina in the 
1966 World Cup provoked 
an anti-British backlash in 
Buenos Aires, with the 
British embassy receiving 
numbers of “abnrive" calls. 

After an ill-tempered game, 
the England manager, Alf 
Ramsay, stopped the players 
swapping shirts and called 
the Argentines “animals". 
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Devastation: Scene of the tragedy at Aberfan after Pantglas Junior School was engulfed by a mountain of rain-soaked coal slurry 


Aberfan crisis 

Alf Roberts, chairman of the 
National Coal Board at the 
time of the Aberfan 
disaster, only seems to have 
survived thanks to his own 
marked reluctance to resign 
and Wilson’s reluctance to 
fire him. 

Other ministers felt that 
he should carty the can 
after a Tribunal of Inquiry 
report which W3sqn himself 
said was a “damaging 
indictment of the NCB". 




NOTICE OF MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE CHANGE 

The variable rate of mortgage interest will increase by 0.26% from 1 st January 1997. 
This notice is applicable to borrowers whose mortgage payments are updated annually. 
The effect of this change will be included in the Annual Update of payments in January 1998. 


Currency union with US floated 


Desperation over sterling led 
the Wilson government in 1966 
to propose a currency union 
with ihe United Slates. 

At a critical Cabinet meeting 
called to discuss emergency 
measures to combat speculation 
against sterling in July that 
year, Harold Wilson floated 
the idea of a “link between ster- 
ling and ihe dollar" based. a( 
first, on a floating exchange rale 
between the two currencies 
overseen by a joint commission. 

The Americans were none 
too enthusiastic. According to 
Wilson, reporting hack to the 
Cabinet in August after a trip 


to see President Lyndon John- 
son in Washington, the US said 
the British should set up a 
committee to examine transat- 
lantic monetary links. 

The planned link-up with 
the US indicates the extent of 
the Wilson government’s des- 
peration when, in the wake of 
the seamen's dispute and re- 
newed hostilities in Vietnam, 
sterling started to plummet. 

Under pressure from col- 
leagues Wilson even agreed a 
dramatic Cabinet “think-in" on 
whether the pound should be 
devalued - since coming lo of- 
fice in October 1964 he and 


Chancellor James Callaghan 
had tried to smother all talk of 
cutting the pound's value. 

Hidden in a secret annexe to 
the main Cabinet papers, the re- 
port of the debate on 19 July 
takes an unprecedented six 
pages and is likely lo be read by 
historians as one of the crucial 
turning points in the post-war 
history of Britain. 

Though Wilson said “if the 
choice lay simply between de- 
valuation and maintenance of 
full employment he would pre- 
fer to devalue" he insisted there 
was an alternative - deflation. 
An unnamed Cahincl member 
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said the cuts would have to be 
savage. “A fundamental weak- 
ness in the government’s present 
policy was the faawe were seek- 
ing to maintain a position in the 
world which our economy could 
not support ... the only practi- 
cal course was to abandon a very 
substantial part of our oversea 
[sic] commitment." 

The Cabinet was also told it 

should cut “unproductive ex- 
penditure, eg on social benefits, 
health and housing u&til our rate 
of growth was adequate to sup- 
port the burden of the soda! ex- 
penditure we wished- to 
undertake." 
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Vanessa Thorpe 

5™“™ “ Trafalgar Square and in 
the Highlands of Scotland shivered 
m temperatures of minus 4C during 
one of the coldest New Year's Eves 
for 15 years, 

1^° pe°P* e died as the icy weath- 
er blew in from Russia where any- 
one foolhardy enough to see in the 
New Year in Red Square, Moscow 
would have had to brave wind blasts 
of minus ISC. 

Temperatures in some parts of the 
Britain were as low as IOC with Kent 
and Sussex taking the brunt. Up to 
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probably been to blame for Monday's 
breakdown. Snow caked on the un- 
dercamage is suspected to have 
melted and caused the power failure 
which stranded 300 passengers for 
two and half hours. 


Goldsmith 
party is 
scorned as 
amateur 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Sir James Goldsmith's Refer- 
endum Party is run by a group 
of amateurs who have mustered 
the support of only about 15,000 
people nationwide, a defector 
from the parly said yesterday. . 

John Bostock, who resigned 
as a Conservative Party agent 
last summer to work for the new 
organisation, has now moved era 
again, to the UK Independence 
Party. 

He said that in some parlia- 
mentary seats the Referendum 
Party did not have a single sup- 
porter. Sir James and his sup- 
porters plan to field a candidate 
at the general election in every 
seat where the sitting MP 
fails to back a referendum on 
Europe. 

Mr Bostock, who was paid 
£24,000 per year by the party, 
was a regional campaign man- 
ager, responsible for overseeing 
the fight in 71 seats. However, 
"he became convinced that the 
party's appeal was severely lim- 
ited and that its ambitious plans 
were based on “a complete 
and utter fallacy". 

.-The whole thing is a non- 
sense. Fifteen-thousand out of 
5S million people is a drop in 
the ocean,'* he said of the num- 
ber of pledges of support. “It 
is a nothing party . . . The 
average Conservative party as- 
sociation has about 1,000 
members." : . 

Mr Bostock-s comments will 
lend weight to the arguments of 
those who wy Sir James’s pro- 
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ject is implausible and that it will 
not catch the popular mood in 
Britain. 

The former Conservative will 
now stand as a candidate in 
Preston for the UK Indepen- 
dence Party, which believes 
that Britain should withdraw 
from the European Union and 
that trade links with Europe 
should be renegotiated. 

Yesterday he said the Refer- 
endum Party simply lacked 
organisation, and that there 
■ was no real co-ordination be- 
tween its departments. A 
promised list of supporters had 
failed to materialise. 

Tt is a campaign run with 
amateurs. People are leaving all 
the time, for many of the same 
reasons - lack of organisation 
and disiHusiomnenL” 

Mr Bostock accused Sir 
James of “back-tracking 0 on his 
original suggested referendum 
question — whether Britain 
should be governed from West- 
minster or Brussels, The Ref- 
erendum Party leader now 
prefers a- “multi-optional" 
plebiscite accommodating a 
“diversity of views". 

A spokeswoman for the Ref- 
erendum Party, Priti Patel, said 
it did not have members because 
it was non-poGtical, campaign- 
ing simply on a single issue. Mr 
Bostock was “dearly slightly 
bitter" because he had only 
managed to recruit five candi- 
dates in the North-west She said 
there were now 48 candidates 
ready to stand in the area. “We 
have replaced him with a very 
strong regional team." 
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news 


Bedrooms for cells as floating hotel is turned into a prison 


Ian Burrell 

Britain's first floating prison, 
soon to be towed across the 
Atlantic from New York City 
where ft has been used as a drug 
rehabilitation centre, once 
housed workers extending the 
Falklands Islands’ airport 

The “Hotel" is moored in the 
River Hudson while negotia- 
tions continue with the Prison 
Service, which plans to ease 
overcrowding by using the ves- 
sel to hold around 500 prison- 
ers. It is expected lobe moored 
in Portland harbour in Dorset. 

Bedrooms would become 
cells, each with their own lava- 
tory and washing facilities. Ex- 
isting communal facilities would 
be converted for prison use. 

The recreation area would be 


on the top deck, surrounded by 
a 20ft-high fence. Any prison- 
er scaling it would face a 70ft 
sheer drop. 

The ship would be connect- 
ed to mains water, electricity 
and drainage. Because it could 
be moved when no longer re- 
quired, it would not need plan- 
ning permission, only the 
willingness of the harbour au- 
thorities and the borough coun- 
cil for it to operate. 

The plan to move 500 pris- 
oners from jails in and around 
Manchester and Liverpool to 
the prison ship has outraged pe- 
nal reformers. The partners 
and families of inmates face 
round trips of nearly 600 miles 
to make fortnightly visits, cost- 
ing up to £100,000 a month in 
public money for their rail 



Mod cons: A giant prison ship In use in New York and, right, a communal area of another typical floating prison 


fares. Paul Cavadino. chairman 
of the Penal Affairs Consortium, 
said the long journeys would un- 
dermine prisoners' relation- 
ships with their families. "When 


families arrive they will be in a 
fraught state and it will greatly 
reduce the quality of the visit," 
he said. “Prisoners released 
without family support are six 


times more likely to re-offend 
soon after their release." 

Prison staff said that moving 
prisoners a long distance was a 
threat to security and was an im- 


portant factor in the riots at 
Strangeways and other jails in 
1990. Bev Lord, deputy chair- 
man of the Prison Officers’ As- 
sociation, said: “Couldn't they 


find a port in the North-west to 
moor this ship?" 

Ministers are said to have ap- 
proved the plan after prison of- 
ficials inspected the ship, the 
Resolution, on Christmas Eve. 

A Prison Service spokesman 
said there was great pressure on 
j ails in the North-west but no fi- 
nal decisions bad been taken on 
which prisoners would be 
placed aboard the ship. 

“We are still seeking to ac- 
quire the vessel," he said. “As 
to exactly where such inmates 
might be from, it is too early to 
say at this stage.” 

The plan is likely to en- 
counter local opposition in 
Dorset on both aesthetic and 
environmental grounds. 

Bob Beare, deputy mayor of 
Weymouth and Portland 


borough council, said: “1 have 
never seen such a monstrosity 
in all my life. It is not going to 
do much for our tourist trade." 
The planning committee had 
not been given a chance to 
discuss the plan, he added. 

Conservationists are con- 
cerned that the ship, with all its 
potential sewage problems, is 
due to be moored in a harbour 
which is a special area for con- 
servation. 

English Nature describes the 
harbour as being one of 
Britain's most i mpor tant sites of 
marine wildlife. Because it is an 
enclosed harbour on the warm 
south coast, with particularly 
fine sediments, it is home to a 
range of anenomes and rare un- 
derwater plants normally found 
only in the Mediterranean. 
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Oil fever 
fuels new 
war over 

Falklands 


lames Cusicfc 



The prospect of the Falkland 
Islands becoming one of the 
world's oil-rich elite communi- 
ties may have contributed to the 
Argentine government’s re- 
newal of sovereignty claims. 

As a dozen of the world’s 
leading oil companies explore 
potential oil fields around the 
South Atlantic British colony, 
where the deposits may be one- 
and-a-half times the size of 
those in the North Sea, Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem has issued 
a statement asserting that 
Britain should consider sharing 
sovereignty- 

president Menem said that by 
:d “we will 
; in 
or 

alongside other flags." He 
added: “If the Argentine flag 
flies alongside the British flag, 
that would be a step forward." 

Although no firm geological 
data has confirmed the presence 
of economically viable quanti- 
ties of oil. this has not stopped 
the eland’s 2,400 residents from 
m aking plans about how their 
resources will be marshalled. 

During the licensing organi- 
sation period, the Rdklands 
government estimated potential 
earnings from two hypothetical 
fields coming on stream. Yields 
of 250 million and 500 million 
barrels were forecast. This 
would net the islands an aver- 
age of £l.lbn a year over a 20- 
year period, the equivalent of 
£483,653 for every man, woman 
and child in the islands. 

Crucial to President's Men- 
em's timetable is the fact that 
the revenue from oil. if any is 
found, would begin to flow in 
2003. 

Just as potential oil wealth 
eroded traditional ways of life 
in the Orkneys and the Shetland 
isles, so it appears to have af- 
fected the Fmkland islanders. 

Already the islands' economy 
has been overheated by the 
£20m annual income from fish- 
ing licences granted around 
the island's ocean territory. 
Once thought ro be a poor and 
remote community, they arc 
now technically rich. 

Control by’ Whitehall has 
eased since the Falklands War 
in 1982. The old dual masters . 
the powerful Falkland Islands 


Company and the Foreign Of- 
fice have been replaced by a 
semi-autonomous government. 

The sheep, all 750,000 of 
them, are still there. But the 
population no longer describe 
themselves as sheep farmers. 
Fewer than 450 now live outside 
the capital, Stanley. 

The British government and 
the Falkland islanders them- 
selves will have been unim- 
pressed by President Menem's 
comment- A spokeswoman for 
Foreign Office rejected any 
idea of dual sovereignty and 
said: "We have no doubt of our 
sovereignty of the Falkland Is- 
lands. We are not prepared to 
discuss any change over the 
Falklands. There is no change 
to our position." 

But while the British gov- 
ernment says it does not intend 
to change its view of the Falk- 
lands. the people of the Falk- 
lands may be planning to 
change their view of Britain. 

Although the islanders are 
still grateful for the intervention 
of the Task Farce in 1982, which 
ended the attempt by the then 
Argentine leader. General 
Galticri. to retake the “Malv- 
inas", there may be a diplomatic 
feud between the islands and 
the mother country should oil 
be found. 

The islands' council, the 
eight-person body that decides 
alf policy, except defence and 
foreign affairs, has recently for- 
mally offered to pay the £67m 
annual running costs of Mount 
Pleasant, the 2.000-slrong gar- 
rison near the former 1982 mil- 
itary airport. 

This sum remains Britain's 
sole financial contribution to the 
colony. When the Secretary of 
Stale for Defence, Michael Por- 
tillo. visits the Falklands early 
in the New Year, as part of ihe 
celebrations to mark the 164th 
anniversary of Britain's formal 
adoption of the islands, he will 
bring wiih him a Treasury de- 
mand for the Falklands' figure 
to be agreed - crucially, before 
oil is struck. 

Despite the old British con- 
vention that dependent terri- 
tories are entitled to the wealth 
generated by their own re- 
sources, another Falklands' war. 
thus time involving legions of 
international lawyers, could be 
in prospecL 



Metal fatigue: Margaret Nolder, of Stroud council, with tenants outside one of the soon-to-be-demolished prefabs in Cam, Gloucestershire Photograph: Bruce Seabrook 


Built from scrap and held up with rivets, 
the tin can home finds a place in history 


in ?: 
toecomi^ 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

They were cold in winter and 
hot in summer, but the 
people who lived in Britain s 
“tin can" homes loved them. 
Now one of the last of the 
prefab houses made from 
scrapped Second World War 
aircraft is to be taken down 
and reassembled as a 
museum exhibit. 

Utilitarian and 
unacknowledged for roost of 
its 45-year lifetime, the B2 
prefab bungalow finally 


gained the attention of 
English Heritage and die last 
of the line Is to be saved. 

Aircraft metal was melted 
down in 1947-48 1 ».> make 70 
prefab bungalows at Cam. 
near Dursley. 

Gloucestershire. Elsie Fowler, 
whose home has been chosen 
to represent the genre, moved 
in when it was built in 1949 
and has lived there ever since. 

Her “temporary " home was 
erected in a few days with 
rivets to hold together the tin 
walls and roof. Now all the 
other houses are to be 


demolished to make way for 
new brick bungalows on the 
same site. But her former 
home will become a major 
exhibit at (he Avoncroft 
Museum of Buildings at 
Bromsgrove in the Midlands. 

“1 am thrilled to think that 
it is my house which will be 
taken to the museum." said 
Mrs Fowler, who has moved 
into a residential hurae. 
Quedgeley. Gloucester. "I 
remember thinking that it was 
a nice house when we moved 
in. They were cool in winter 
and warm in summer but 


there was a big garden, with a 
shed." 

The original living room 
coal fire is still intact, as arc 
the cooker, the clothes boiler 
and the metal kitchen sink. 
Both bedrooms are just as 
they were when she moved in 
with her husband Alfred. 

When her prefab was built, 
it was supposed to be a 
temporary home lasting a 
maximum of 15 years. Stroud 
council, which owns the 
building, agreed to donate it 
to the museum after English 
Heritage decided the houses 


are a part of British history 
which should be remembered. 

The prefabs at Cam. and 
another 30 at nearby Cashes 
Green, which are also being 
replaced, arc thought to be 
the last authentic wartime 
bungalows of their kind. 

The council chairwoman, 
Margaret Nolder. once lived 
in an identical prefab house, 
across the valley in Dursley. 
She said: “Everything was 
made of metal - the walls, the 
roof, even the bedroom 
wardrobe. They were 
blooming cnkl.‘ I can tell you. 


but the residents love them." 

Marty are sorry to see the 
tin homes go. Mrs Fowler 
says she will visit the museum 
if she is up to the trip. 

English Heritage first 
honoured prefabricated 
bungalows a year ago when it 
recommended 17 asbestos- 
built homes in a Birmingham 
suburb for architectural 
listing. Prefabs were a 
response to a desperate post- 
war housing shortage and 
though intended as temporary 
many were not demolished 
until the 1970s. 
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Cardinal accuses Labour 
of leaning on pro-life MPs 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Politicians and churchmen were 
embroiled in a new row over 
abortion last night as (he leader 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Scotland accused Labour of 
pressurising anti-abortion MPs 
lo keep quiet 3boul their views. 

In response. Labour's Clare 
Short accused (he Scottish 
Catholics of doing the same 
thing lo prevent MPs from 
speaking out in favour of choice 
on the issue. 

The new controversy will 
further inflame the issue, which 
ami-abortion activists are 
determined to highlight during 
the general election campaign. 

The newly formed Pro-Life 
Alliance Party is planning to 
field candidates in areas where 
no representative of any other 
part)’ is prepared to speak 
against abortion. Ils leaders 


say they would like to contest 
50 seats. 

Last weekend the head of the 
Catholic Church in England 
and Wales, Cardinal Basil 
Hume, described abortion as “a 
great evil in our society", and 
said the church would never 
change its attitude to it. 

Cardinal Thomas Winning, 
his Scottish equivalent, added 
yesterday that as Labour was ba- 
sically pro-abortion, MPs who 
were not in line with its views 
were under pressure. 

Tony Blair’s stance on abor- 
tion is that while he is not in 
favour of it, he believes it is a 
matter for individual MPs. 

Cardinal Winning said: “It's 
not Tony Blair's private opinion 
about abortion, it's the per- 
ception of the Labour Party's al- 
titude towards abortion, which 
is very strongly pro-abortion and 
always has been. 

“1 have had too many Labour 



Cardinal Winning: Claims 
Labour MPs under pressure 

Mft tell of (he pressures they 
are under to gt i along with the 
party line and if they didn't, they 
would lose ilivir sponsorship 


from the trade unions - 1 can 
vouch for that. There is great 
pressure on them to be pro- 
abortion." he said. 

Ms Short, Labour's overseas 
aid spokeswoman, has accused 
the Catholic Church of alien- 
ating a whole generation of 
women by failing to face up to 
the problems of sex. She said 
yesterday that the cardinals 
views were “very sad"- 

“Wc know that the Catholic 
Church in Scotland has tradi- 
tionally exerted unfair 
sure oh MBs on this issue. In the 
Labour Party we atgu* °** r 
these issues. We have a powy 
on these issues and we ^ 
absolute right to conscience 
for Labour MPs and that feft 0 * 
it should be," she said. 

A Labour spokeswoman 
said: “The issue ... sbouH W* 

matter of individual conscience 

and not party politics.” .. . . 

Polly Toynbee, pa* 6 
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West Bank breakthrough: As Israel a grees to quit holy city, Palestinians prepare to up their demands 

Hebron deal F~ ^ 

ends months 
of wrangling 


Eric Silver 

Jerusalem 

After months of nit-picking 
negotiation, false optimism and 
premature predictions, Israel 
and Lbe Palestinians finally 
agreed yesterday on the terms 
of Israel's redeployment in 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
town under occupation. 

David Bar-Ilian. a senior 
adviser to the Israeli Prime 
Minister. Benjamin Netanyahu, 
said last night: “The agree- 
ment is practically finalised. 
We expect a meeting between 
the two leaders within 24 hours 
to tie up any loose ends.” 

The summit between Mr 
Netanyahu and the Palestinian 
leader. Yasser Arafat, could 
probably have taken place last 
night. But the Prime Minister 
did not want to leave the Knes- 
set. the Israeli parliament, 
where MPs were voting on the 
third reading of a contentious 
1997 budget 

The two leaders will initial the 
deal, which will then be sub- 
mitted later this week to the 
Israeli cabinet where Mr Ne- 
tanyahu faces the threat of a re- 
volt by at least one-lhird of the 
18 right-wing and religious min- 
isters. As a sop to coalition back- 
benchers. the Prime Minister 
will also present the agreement 
to the Knesset for debate. 

The Israeli troops may rede- 
ploy, however, immediately 
after the cabinet has endorsed 
the terms. They do not have to 
be ratified by parliament. 

Mr Netanyahu's majority is 
not at risk. Labour and the left- 
wing Meretz opposition parties, 
the fathers of the Oslo hrcak- 
through. have announced that 
they will vote for the Hebron 
accord- 

The expected abstentions, 
or hostile voting, by his own col- 
leagues in the Likud party will, 
however, dent Mr Netanyahu's 
authority. No Prime Minister 


relishes being beholden to the 
opposition for major policy 
decisions. 

Two senior Likud ministers, 
the former general Ariel Sharon 
and Benny Begin, son of the 
Likud party’s founder, Men- 
achem Begin, have come out 
against the deal. So has Rafael 
Eitan. a former chief of staff, 
who ran on a joint list with 
Likud in last May's elections. 
Four ministers and 14 dissent- 
ing coalition backbenchers 
stayed away when a maverick 
right-wing no-confidence mo- 
tion on the Hebron talks was put 
to a vote on Monday. 

Mr Begin, the Minister of Sci- 
ence. explained bis opposition 
to The Independent last night 
“Any areas relinquished to the 
PLO immediately become safe 
havens for terrorists. Arafat 
has violated numerous major ar- 
ticles of the Oslo agreement. I 
don't want further experiments 
that hand over our security to 
PLO terrorist sub-contractors." 

The new Hebron agreement 
sticks to the basic pattern of the 

Jets attack 
Hizbollah 

Nabatiyeh Ikeuteri — Israeli 
planes raided suspected guer- 
rilla targets in south Lebanon 
last night shortly after a guer- 
rilla attack on two Israeli army 
posts, guerrilla and pro-Israeli 
militia sources said. 

A Hizbollah spokesman in 
Beirut said the air attack tar- 
geted the Jabal Sojood area in 
Iqlim al-Toofah ridge, which is 
used by the pro-Iranian guer- 
rillas to attack Israeli forces oc- 
cupying a border zone to the 
sonth. About 1,000 Israeli 
troops bold the south Lebanon 
zone, set up by Israel in 1985 
to protect its northern border 
area from guerrilla raids. 


significant shorts 


Rebels in Peru 
renew call to 
free comrades 

Rchels who stormed the 
Japanese amb;issadors 
residence in Lima. Peru Iasi 
month and look hundreds of 
people hostage denied they 
were terrorists and renewed 
demands that i heir jailed 
comrades be freed. 

“What we have Is terrorism 
of state, where thousands of 
children are killed by 
starvation." said the’rebel 
from inside the compound. 
He urged reporters to go to 
prisons where rebel prisoners 
are held, saying conditions 
there were equal to a death 
sentence. 

The Peruvian President. 
Alberto Fujimori, said he 
would consider granting safe 
pasvige out of the country to 
rebels holding hi 'stages in ihv 
Japanese ambassador’s house 
iJ iJicy release ilie captives 
and lay down their weapons. 

- IP - Luna 


Deng in 
hospital 


China's paramount leader. 
Deng Xiai *ping. wav 
hospitalised h«r emergency 
treatment last week. Hong 
Ki 'nil's Sing Tan Daily 
newspaper reported on 
Tuesday. The report, quoting 
Peking sources, did not say 
what the 92-year-old 
patriarch was treated fur. or 
when. AP - Hong Kong 

Court backs 
mother’s visits 

A British woman emhroiled 
in a child custody battle ti lth 
her estranged Malaysian 
husband obtained a Muslim 
court order that permits her 
in visit her son without 
interference trom the father. 
Jane Brummii. also known by 
her Muslim name of Aishuh * 
Jane Abdullah, alleged that 
Ismail Ariffin physically 
abused her recently when she 
visited their 211-month-old 
son. Sunni Sozali. Reuter - 
Kuala Lumpur 


Samper 
thanks the 
little people 

Colombian President Ernesto 
Samper gave thanks to the 
“liule people below" and the 
“Lord above" for keeping 
him in power during 1996, 
despite an onslaught of 
scandals. Mr Samper 
weathered a storm of protest 
after allegations that he 
financed his 1994 ejection 
campaign with millions of 
dollars from the powerful 
Cali drug carteL 
“With my hand on my 
heart. I can say it was the 
little people helow and the 
Lord above that maintained 
the president and the 
government this year," Mr 
Samper said. Reuter- Bogota 

Diplomats 
avoid charges 

An official from Belarus 
arrested for punching a 
police officer in the face and 
a Russian accused of trying to 
start his car while drunk were 
freed after New York police 
learned they were diplomats, 
police said. .-IP - AW York 

China gains 
from BSE fear 

Fears over Britain's mad cow 
disease have sent Chinese 
beef exports soaring as Hong 
Kong and South-east Asian 
markets search for alternative 
sources of supply, the China 
Chiify said. Beef exports were 
up 43 per cent compared with 
the same period of 1995. 
Reuter — Peking 

Fresco thief 
caught in act 

German tourist Manfred 
Lehmann. 66. was arrested 
using a hammer to break free 
frescoes from the ancient city 
of Ephesus in Turkey. He was 
released pending trial on 
charges of attempting to 
smuggle out ancient 
artefacts. AP - Selcuk, Turkey 


deal negotiated by Shimon 
Peres’s Labour administration 
a year ago. Mr Netanyahu 
claimed, to scepticism on both 
sides of the Knesset this week, 
that he had succeeded In 
strengthening security provi- 
sions for the town’s 450 Jewish 
settlers in 10 particulars. 

Israeli troops will evacuate 
S0-85 per cent of the disputed 
holy city, traditionally seen as 
the burial place of Abraham, the 
common ancestor of Jews and 
Arabs. They will stay in the re- 
maining 15-20 per cent to pro- 
tea the settlers. All but 15,000 
of the 150,000 Arab residents 
will come under the jurisdiction 
of the Palestinian Authority 
and the protection of the Pales- 
tinian police. 

The agreement provides for 
a buffer zone around the Jew- 
ish quarter, where Palestinian 
police will be limited to short- 
range automatic weapons. The 
height of new Palestinian build- 
ing around the enclaves will be 
restricted to prevent sniping. 
The Arab town council will not 
have any control over building 
inside the Jewish areas. 

Israeli and Palestinian forces 
will mount joint patrols. Israel 
also reserves the right to con- 
duct hot-pursuit and pre-emp- 
tive raids inside the Palestinian 
areas. However, officials admit 
that similar provisions in other 
evacuated towns have not been 
implemented. They are unlike- 
ly to be invoked in Hebron ei- 
ther. The key to success or 
failure will be the degree of trust 
that grows up between the re- 
spective security services. 

Last night, Israeli officials 
were predicting a compromise 
on the Palestinians’ last-minute 
demand for a role in the secu- 
rity around the Tomb of the Pa- 
triarchs, a shrine which is sacred 
to both Jews and Muslims. The 
original agreement left securi- 
ty around the tomb exclusively 
in Israeli hands. 
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Provocation: Two settlers praying in an Arab home in Hebron in a bid to expand the Jewish presence in the city before the Israeli withdrawal 

Hurdles block way to final peace 


Eric Silver 

Jerusalem 

Once the Hebron redeploy- 
ment is out of the way, Israel 
and the Palestinians wfli present 
competing shopping lists for 
continuing the shambling Oslo 
peace process. 

The negotiations promise to 
be as slow, as grudging and as 
volatile as those over Hebron - 
the City of the Patriarchs - 
which dragged on for nine 
months beyond the March re- 
deployment deadline. 

An Israeli political sconce 
professor, Yaron Ezrahi. has 
dubbed Oslo a “peace of attri- 
tion”. Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Yasser Arafat seem bent on 
proving him right. 

Each leader is determined to 
extract the maximum advantage 


for the lowest price. Each is 
looking over his shoulder at a 
sceptical constituency that 
needs to be convinced that he 
is not selling out. Since Mr Ne- 
tanyahu s coalition of right- 
wing and religious parties came 
to power last June, there has 
been little of the goodwill or the 
enthusiasm, that carried the 
previous Labour Government 
through recurrent crises. 

At the top of the Palestinian 
agenda is a further Israeli re- 
deployment from rural areas on 
the West Bank which remained 
under Israel's military supervi- 
sion after the two previous 
withdrawals. This evacuation 
ought to have started in Sep- 
tember 1996. but in practice 
nothing moved. 

The “Oslo 0" agreement, ex- 
actly one year earlier, estab- 


lished the principle of further 
withdrawals, but iefr the details 
to be negotiated. Mr Arafat has 
tried lo link the Hebron deal to 
a timetable for the West Bank 
villages. The next few weeks wiU 
prove whether he succeeded. 

The Palestinians are also 
clamouring for the release of 
about 6,01)0 Arab security pris- 
oners. including a handful of 
women, still in Israeli jails. Mr 
Netanyahu has undertaken 
gradually to free ail [hose who 
have noL murdered Israelis. 

The Palestinians want Israel 
to fulfil its pledge to open a “safe 
passage" route for Palestinian 
traffic between the autonomous 
regions of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The black-and-white 
signs have been in place for two 
years, but the Israelis have not 
worked out how to allow vehi- 


cles to flow without enabling sui- 
cide bombers to get into Israel. 
Lower down the list, the Pales- 
tinians want to operate an air- 
port in the Gaza strip. Up to 
now. Israel has stood by its 
right under the Oslo accords to 
control the Palestinian binders. 
If the airport is to open. Israel 
wit! need to be sure it docs not 
serve as an arms gateway. Sim- 
ilar reservations apply to a new 
port the Palestinians want to 
build in Gaza. 

On their side, the Israelis are 
insisting that Mr Arafat extra- 
dite Palestinian gunmen who at- 
tack Israelis and shelter under 
the Palestinian flag in Jericho or 
Gaza. Palestinian spokesmen 
maintain ihat Oslo allows them 
to arrest and try the offenders 
themselves. which they have 
done. 


Mr Netanyahu is still press- 
ing Mr Aratal to repudiate the 
clauses in ihc 1964 Palestinian 
National Covenant which call 
for the destruction of the Jew- 
ish stale. The PLO leader luis 
said since 1993 that the claus- 
es were null and void, but the 
Lsracli right is not satisfied. 

More "tangibly, Israel is de- 
manding that the Palestinian 
Authority disarm the Hamas. Is- 
lamic Jihad and Popular From 
militias, which persist in waging 
the old “armed struggle" from 
within Palestinian territory. 

And after that, the two sides 
can get down to negotiating the 
“final status" of Jerusalem and 
the 127 West Bank and Gaza 
Jewish settlements; compensa- 
tion for the Pilestinian refugees 
of the 1^48 and 1967 wars and 
Palestinian sovereignty. 



EU tells Milosevic 
to recognise polls 


Human shield: Cecilia Velazquez, a bank manager, being held by a robber during a six-hour 
stand-off with police in a district of Mexico City on Monday. Outside, a policeman swung 
open the door of a getaway car and shot dead one of the robbers when he attempted to 
escape the scene with two hostages Photograph Jose Luis Magna/AP 


Judith Ingram 

Associated Press 

Peter Greste 

Reuter 

Belgrade — Europeans yester- 
day pressed Preridenl Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia to declare 
whether he would reverse his 
policy and recognise opposition 
victories in local elections. 
France warned of isolation if he 
failed to do so. 

Diplomats from Britain, the 
Netherlands, Italy and the Eu- 
ropean Union presented a re- 
quest to the foreign ministry for 
Mr Milosevic to answer the 
findings of the Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe. 

The OSCE declared that the 
opposition had won elections in 
14 communities, including those 
in Serbia’s two largest cities. 
Belgrade and Nis. 

The annulment of those elec- 
tion results has led to daily 
protests, tbe biggest challenge 
to the Serbian leader since he 
took power in 1987. 


The diplomats said they had 
the impression that the foreign 
ministry had accepted what the 
OSCE said. But there was no 
word from Mr Milosevic, and it 
is believed that the foreign 
ministry’s attitude is not nec- 
essarily a clue lo his approach. 

The opposition Zajedno (To- 
gether) coalition planned to 
press home its message with a 
huge street parly including 
alarm clocks and a cacophony 
of bells which were lo toll for 
Mr Milosevic on the stroke of 
midnight The street spectacle 
took advantage of Belgrade’s 
traditional enthusiasm for cel- 
ebrating the New Year to help 
maintain the enthusiasm of Za- 
jedno's supporters whose ranks 
have dwindled since sub-zero 
weather set in a week ago. It is 
also a way round an interior 
ministry ban on marches that 
disrupt traffic. 

To avoid violence, the inde- 
pendent news agency Beta re- 
ported that Zajedno had called 
on its supporters not to bring 
firearms into the city and to 


refrain from the custom of 
shooting in the air. 

The dispute has sparked six 
weeks of mass demonstrations 
in Belgrade and other towns 
from students. 

The street protests, which at- 
tracted up to a quarter of a mil- 
lion people at their height, 
remained peaceful until the 
ruling Socialist party brought 
thousands of supporters to a 
counter-rally in Belgrade on 
Christmas Eve. 

The ensuing clashes between 
rival supporters left one man 
dead and at least 50 injured. 
They include one man with a 
gunshot wound lo the head 
who was reported still to he in 
a critical condition. 

■Sarajevo (Reuter) — Bosnian 
Serbs are holding up the deliv- 
ery of some 700.000 letters and 
parcels destined for Serb- 
contn.iUed territory. Serb lead- 
ers. reluctant to recognise the au- 
thority of a single Bosnian state, 
refuse to accept the mail which 
has piled up at Sarajevo's main 
post office over the past year. 


The ruling party is pulling out all the stops in an election it has no chance of losing, writes Stephen Vines 

Singapore tries to induce feelgood factor 


I am not sure which editions of 
British newspapers are deliv- 
ered to Singapore hut we have 
it on the authority of Lee Kuan 
Yew. the country's elder states- 
man. that the entire British 
press is supporting JB Jeyaret- 
nam. the leader of the opposi- 
tion Workers" Party, in 
tomorrow's general election. 

Mr Lee's words are gospel in 
these parts, so there can be no 
doubt of the veracity of his state- 
ment that the British media is 
backing the Workers' Party. 

.As the sole British newspa- 
per representative present Mien 
Mr Lee made these remarks, l 
must admit to having felt a tad 
self-conscious. Could it be that 
while I was toiling under the 
tropical sun. The Independent 
leader writers back in London 
were throwing the weight of this 
august organ behind the ami- 
able Mr Jeyaretnam? 


Mr Lee was speaking in the 
heat of an election campaign and 
strange things tend to gel said at 
these times, never stranger than 
the remarks uttered by Gob 
Chok Tong, Mr Lee's successor 
as Prime Minister. 

Yet. even in his exalted po- 
sition, Mr Goh, who has prob- 
lems bringing his sentences to 
an end, worries about becom- 
ing “a much smaller man". This 
is a problem because Mr Goh 
is unusually tall and fears being 
cut down In size if one Tong 
Liang Hong of the Workers' 
Party gains a scat in parliament. 
Should that happen Mr Goh 
says, “ray word in future wili 
have less weight both interna- 
tionally as well as in Singapore". 
The ruling People's Action Par- 
ty (PAP) accuses Mr Ting of 
Chinese chauvinism because 
of alleged remarks questioning 
the predominance of English- 


language educated cabinet 
members over their Chinese-ed- 
ucated colleagues. 

In the past few days there has 
been a sudden absence of park- 
ing tickets cm unlawfully parked 
cars. This is unusual in law-en- 
forcement obsessed Singapore. 
Meanwhile, citizens are get- 
ting a barrage of letters con- 
firming subsidy payments, 
waiving land taxes and generally 
offering all sorts of good news’, 
again, remarkably, in the few 
days before polling. Bui electors 
have also been threatened with 
the withdrawal of government 
services if they voted for the op- 
position. 

Surely the PAP cannot be try- 
ing to induce a feelgood factor? 
This suspicion may well be the 
genesis of one of the many jokes 
doing the rounds: “How many 
Singaporeans does il take to 
change a light bulb? - Answer 


none, because there is no need. 
According to the PAP. Singapore 
is getting brighter all the lime." 

Not. however bright enough 
to deter Singaporeans from 
turning out at opposition rallies 
in their tens of thousands. Bear- 
ing in mind that there will be only 
765.332 voters in this election 
(like many things in Singapore, 
voting is compulsory) these 
numbers are very large indeed. 

Despite the massive turnout 
the opposition rallies have be- 
come largely phantom events. 
Tight camera work by the tele- 
vision news broadcasters gives 
the impression of sparse atten- 
dance. In reality, not only do the 
size of the crowds dwarf those 
attending PAP rallies but their 
enthusiasm is amazing. 

This enthusiasm is unlikely to 
be translated into an avalanche 
of opposition parliamentary i 
scats. Even if tbev win half the 


popular vote, they will not get 
more than I4seatsinihc,XI-seat 
legislature. 

A glance at the map of elec- 
toral boundaries gives some 
idea of the creativity the PAP has 
shown in preparing for the elec- 
tion which it has no chance of 
loosing. One constituency me- 
anders so ingeniously around die 
island lhat it defies' the laws of 
geography but makes perfect 


sense in the way that it carves 
up centres of opposition sup- 
port. Other boundaries have 
strange channels in their midst. 

The real danger of the Sin- 
gapore election is that it will be- 
come a model For other 
governments attached to the 
legal niceties of elections but un- 
happy with the unpredictability 
of what is sometimes known as 
“the free vote". 
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An audience with 
the Waltz King 

It’s that time of the year when everything in the world seems to be swinging in 
three-four time. As the Vienna Philharmonic prepares to give its traditional 
New Year’s Day Concert of waltzes, polkas and marches, the late Johann Strauss 

grants Piers Burton-Page an exclusive interview 


T he house out in the Leopold- 
stadt. not far from the Prater, is 
replete with imperial solidity. 
The varnish on the dark wooden 
floors gleams brilliantly, the fur- 
niture is large and heavy, the hangings and 
drapes all velvet and plush. Ignoring the 
branch of McDonald's nearby, I ring the 
bell and am shown into the music room. 
He Is already there: full head of hair slightly 
greying, sclf-consciously handsome, smok- 
ing a cigar, slightly nervous. In fact, well- 
preserved after aJI these years. 

There are three basic questions one has 
to ask Johann the Younger, os he hates to 
be called. In order: Wine? Women? Song? 

It is not a good start. "As any Viennese 
will tell you, there is nothing wrong with 
the good life. Why are you British always 
so puritanical?" But the three wives? 
“Jetty's death was a catastrophe. Angelica 
was simply ... unfaithful. And Adele is my 
muse.” Oh cue, Frau Strauss brings coffee 
- Blue Mountain, if not Blue Danube. She 
is evidently much younger than her hus- 
band, evidently worships him. and is evi- 


dently Jewish. Some bulls have to be taken 
by the horns. 

“Yes. we met in the middle. I was a 
Catholic. She was a Jew. Now we are both 
Protestants. And not Austrians either for 
the difficulties to be overcome we both had 
to become citizens of Saxe-Cobuig-Gotha." 
So we fall to talking about Austria, and the 


Austrians. Would he call himself a patriot? 
“Hardly.” And then silence. The tangled 
web of Habsburg politics has even the 
Strausses enmeshed. But the question will 
not go away. “J was Imperial Court Music 
Director, kaiscrUch und kdniglich - my loy- 
alties are clear." 1 gently remind Herr 
Strauss that it was not always so. 

“1848, you mean? An aberration! Youth 
must needs have dalliance - it was my 
means of getting back at my illustrious 
father, also Johann, also a musician. We 
were on opposite sides. But enough said. 
Politics! Art and politics shouldn't mix. 
ever!” The famous Strauss brow furrows. 
“I know what happened in this city after I 
died. I know about the wars. I know about 
Hitler. I know about anti-Semitism. I know 
that Austrian complicity is not exorcised 
even yet - as 1996 slides uneasily into 1997, 
and the memory of Dollfuss and Schusnigg 
and Waldheim Is still strong. I have Jewish 
blood in me; the Nazis forged my grand- 
father's marriage certificate to hide the fact 
Nothing can surprise me any more. But it 
wasn't all Roses from the South in my day, 
either...” At this point though, Adele 
Strauss lays a firm but gentle hand on her 
husband's shoulder. His reddening visage 
slowly lightens. He stares distantly out of 
the window and hums, waiting for the next 
question. The Perpeluum Mobile , is it? 

Immortality seems a suitable topic. 
Beethoven! Brahms! Bruckner! Surely a 


composer of such fluency as Johann 
Strauss, with such a tenacious grasp of 
music's fundamentals and appeal, would 
have wanted to enter the Pantheon along- 
side the immortals? 

“Self-expression is best left to those with 
an inflated idea of the Self! I know my lim- 
itations - except when I don't know them. 
Besides, surely you know that I had designs 
on the opera house. Unfortunately, my 
operas turned out to be operettas. At the 
end I was even diversifying into ballet 
Aschenbrodel - Cinderella to you - prac- 
tically killed me." 

But the three Bs? “Bnickner worshipped 
me. I'm told. Even though he was a man 
for the Ldndler rather than the waltz. That’s 
an Upper Austrian dance, three-four again, 
slower, statelier - very Brucknerian. Orig- 
inally they danced it with hobnailed boots 
on. And they yodelled as well, sometimes. 
Very Brucknerian again! Well, he was 
basically a peasant wasn't he?” The sus- 
picion of a leer curling above the Strauss- 
ian moustache is not a pleasant sighL 

“B rahms was a different matter. He wor- 
shipped me. too. But we were friends. He 
came regularly to my villa in Bad Ischl in 
the Salzkammergut. In fact there’s a pho- 
tograph of us there together. Fetch it 
please. Adele." And sure enough, there 
they are: on the veranda, formally dressed, 
the mountains in the background, the one 
tall and unabashed next to the heavy. 


corpulent and very hairy composer of the 
Liebeslieder Waltzes but also of the German 
Requiem. 

“He died only a year or two before I did. 
We were very sad. May I tell you a story? 
My wife had a decorated paper fan for the 
heal in the Viennese summer. There was 
a little musical quotation from the Blue 
Danube on iL One day, Brahms saw it and 
asked permission to add something. And 
do you know what he wrote? Leider nicht 
von Johannes Brahms. ‘Sadly, not by 
Johannes Brahms.' How touching! But 
imaging if I'd done that to the German 
Requiem.” A throaty chuckle, followed by 
a fit of coughing. Maybe the years have 
taken their toll after all. 

How has the Strauss famil y flag been 
kept flying all these years, then? “Well, 
there was a whole army of brothers and 
cousins for a start I had to watch Joseph 
and Eduard like hawks. There was a 
grandson - 1 forget his name - and there 
is even a direct descendant in Vienna 
today, another Eduard. But he has seen 
sense and become a lawyer." 

So is it technology to the rescue? 

*Tve heard an old record of someone 
who may be Brahms playing the piano. I 
was alive long enough to hear talk of cylin- 
ders and 78s. Then newspapers, radio and 
television - 1 owe them a lot A shame that 
copyright only lasts for 70 years after one's 
death, what with all the new CDs - 1 have 


a huge collection. Did you know, by the 
way, there’s a company with the wonder- 
ful name of Marco Etolo that announced 
seven years ago they would record every 
note I ever wrote? And they have! Even the 
Blue Danube with chorus, and old Joseph 
Weyl’s terrible verses. They’re about to start 
on my father’s work. Personally, I'm hop- 
ing soon for a Strauss CD -Rom. And per- 
haps even my own Web site. Do you think 
Hot Java would be a good name for a new 
Polka? A bit advanced, perhaps.” 

And so to that concert, broadcast live 
from the Musikverein on New Year’s Day, 
with its audience of millions around the 
world. What does the Waltz King make of 
what has now become an established ritual? 
“I'm all in favour, especially of having it on 
television. And I'm sure this new lad Brian 
Kay will be every bit as on the ball for the 
BBC as dear old Richard Baker was. But 
it’s a pretty spurious tradition, you know: 
the Philharmonic only started the concert 
this century for a money-spinner, long after 
my demise. The Vienna Phil were very iffy 
about my music in my lifetime - just as they 
were with dear old Bruckner, to name but 
one. I blame the critics - Eduard Hanslick, 
and all his tribe. He wrote a book called The 
Beautiful in Music, but he couldn’t recog- 
nise h at 100 paces. It was depressing for 
a while, but the Whirligig of Tune and all 
that In fact, that would be a good title for 
a new waltz...” 


Indeed The very titles of the Strauss 
famil y waltzes are enough to set the blood 
racing. Where did they come from? “Aha! 
Well spotted! Most of them were born out 
of desperation on press day for the printed 
programme at the Sperl Rooms or the 
SofiensaaL I scoured the newspapers for 
ideas, or looked at the Vienna street map, 
or made something up that bad no mean- 
ing at all. Tritsdi-Tratsch , that sort of thing. 
And, of course, the Danube never was blue, 
not even then." 

At that moment, the mobile phone that 
has lain unobtrusively alongside the vener- 
able Bosendorfer piano in the Strauss 
music room sp rings into full digital life. The 
Whltz King seizes it with alacrity, gabbles 
into it for a moment or two in his still incom- 
prehensible Viennese dialect, and is already 
calling for his camel-haired ankle-length 
coaL “Forgive me, I must dash. I am talk- 
ing to America via satellite. Adele wifi show 
you out.” Outside, I hear the jingle of the 
harness as the waiting fiacre, blinds down, 
bears off along the snow-lined Vienna 
streets the man the Austrians seem to have 
crowned their new Emperor of Music. 

The Vienna Philharmonic 's New Year's Day 
Concert, presented by Brian Kay. is broad- 
cast live on BBC Radio 3 today at 10.15am 
(with Pan 2 also on BBC2 from 11.15am). 
During the interval. David King plays Bruck- 
ner in Piers Burton-Page's The Linz Version ' 


m 
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Giacomo Puccini 
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<2 Jan - 7- Feb 7.15pm 

Leeds Grand Theatre 

0113 245 9351/ 

0113 24-10971 

il - 1 5 Feb 7.3Cpm 

Norwich Theatre Royal 

01 603 630000 

'18 - 22 Feb 7.1 5pm 

Sunderland 
Empire Theatre 

0191 514 2517'. 
Butterfly , only 

25 rzb Mar 7.15pm 

Nottingham 
Theatre Royal 

• .0115 948 2626 

4 -8 March 7.1 5pm 

Manchester 
Palace Theatre 

■ 01 61 242 2503* 

. "subset T-J 3-bccViry Te? p'f' 
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A calendar of the Arts in 1997 

James Aufenast selects the most promising events of the year ahead. Mark them in your diaries, or miss out 



See Braque still lives at the 
Royal Academy in January 


JANUARY 

Visual Arts: “Braque: the late 
works”. Still lives with more scraps 
of newsprint than even Picasso 
could muster. Raya! Academy (23). 

Theatre: The Homecoming. 
Roger MicheB revis es Pinter’s clas- 
sic family drama, with Lindsay 
Duncan. National Theatre (23). 

Opera: Pnlcsmna. Long-awaited 
British stage premiere of Hans 
Pfitzner’s 1917 epic about the 
Renaissance composer and the 
redeeming power of music. Thomas 
Maser stars, Nikolaus Lehnhoff 
directs. Royal Opera House (28). 


Jack Dee joins the Leicester 
Comedy Festival in February 


FEBRUARY 

Comedy: Jack Dee and Sandra 
Bernhard bead up Leicester's com- 
edy fest - the biggest and best in 
the UK. larious venues (7 -16) 

Classical: Pierre Boulez opens 
R3's pre-Mfllennial “Sounding the 
Century'" project, conducting 
Stravinsky's Rite with the BBC 
SO. RFH. SBC. London (16). 

Theatre: Ivanov. 1997 is Ralph 
Fiennes's year, starting with this 
rare piece of Chekhov, directed by 
Jonathan Kent in a reprise of the 
partnership that gave us the Hack- 
ney HamleLAfoien&i, London (18). 


Kristin Scott-Thomas appears in 
‘The English Patienf In March 


MARCH 

Classical: Mstislav Rostropo- 
vich marks his 70th birthday with 
five concerts with the LSO. Barbi- 
can Had, London (& 11. 13. 16. 25). 

FUm: Ondaatje's English Patient 
would seem unfflmaMe. were it not 
for Ralph Fiennes (again) and 
Kristin Scott-Thomas.f.7 J;. 

Theatre: King Lear. Ian Holm 
braves the storm. Sir Richard Eyre 
directs. National Theatre (27). 

Book: Blake Morrison's As If. 
More family matters from die 
author of the tender memoir. When 
Did Yon Last See Your Father?. 


Rachel Whiteread exhibits at the Pianist Alfred Brendel plays at 
Hayward Gallery in April the Edinburgh Festival in August 


APRIL 

Opera: The Damnation of Faust. 
People will persist In trying to 
stage Berlioz’s unstageable Faust- 
ian fantasy. This time it's the turn 
of American maverick, David 
Alden. London Coliseum (7). 

Visual Arts: “The Object in 
British Art of the Eighties and 
Nineties". Shorthand for “inacces- 
sible". Works by HirsL Whiteread. 
Kapoor. Hayward Gallery. London. 

Dance: Ricochet Dance. Unusu- 
ally. run by dancers. Including 
work from award-winning Javier 
De Frutos. QEH. London. 


MAY 

Opera: Tannhduser. Paul Daniel 
bids farewell to Opera North (en 
runic to ENO) with Wigner’s mag- 
ical mystery tour around the Mons 
Veneris. Leeds Grand (3). 

Musical: The Fix. New musical 
by John Dempsey. echoing.4ssor- 
st/is in its shooting down of US pol- 
itics. Dot} mar Warehouse, London. 

Opera: Verdi Festival. Royal 
Opera House. London. 

Fop: The Fugees. The Score was 
an original take on rap: you could 
listen to it Fifties R&B mixed with 
De La SouL Wcmbfa' .Arena. 




NOVEMBER 


Jazz: London Jazz Festival. 
Bringing the best jazz into the cap- 
ital since Ronnie Soon's death. This 
year's theme: Austrian Jazz, with 
the Vienna An Orchestra. 

Visual Arts: Royal Glasgow 
l?6lh Annual Exhibition. Best of 
contemporary Scottish an. Watch 
out for the tartan. McClellan Gal- 
leries, Glasgow. 

Classical: Schubert Song Festi- 
val. The bicentenary hoy cele- 
brated in a week of sung-cycles. 
Imogen Cooper and Andreas 
SchmidL RFH. SBC. London. 


JULY 


Visual Arts: Mondrian from the 
The Hague. Tate. London. 

Dance: Kirov. Return of the St 
Petersburgers with a happily more 
varied programme including Don 
Quixote and a selection of 
Diaghdev ballets. Coliseum 
Musical: Oklahoma- Oh, what 
a beautiful day (we hope). 0^*77 .-tir 
Theatre. Regents Bnk (24). 

Classical: James MacMillan. 
Iimovam e scries celcbra tine inno- 
vative young Scots composer, 
including a sculpture collaboration. 
RFHiBarbican. 


AUGUST 


Visual Arts: John Singer Sar- 
genL Many a flattering portrait of 
the English aristocracy including 
canvases on loan from the Musee 
D’Orsay and the Chicago Art 
fasti cute. Scottish National 
Gallery. Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh Festival: Galina 
Gorchakova. Biyn Terfel, Alfred 
Brendel, Pierre Boulez are 
expected, as are Lucia di Lam- 
mermoonxiih Charles Mackerras 
and Andrea Rost, Peter Stein 
with Chekhov and Stephane 
Braunschweig with Shakespeare. 


SEPTEMBER 


Visual Arts: James Ensor. Reli- 
gious uncertainty, self-obsession 
and death. How cbeerfuL Major 
preoccupations now as well as at 
the end of the 19th century. Bar- 
bican. London. 

Theatre: King Lear. Sir Peter 
Hall drives Alan Howard mad on 
the heath, in repertory with April 
de Angela's revamp of Playhouse 
Creatures. Old Hr. London. 

Film: Temptress Moon. Chen 
Kaige’s follow-up to Farewell My 
Concubine. More flagellation of 
little boys expected. 


OCTOBER 


Dance: Cinderella. Blitz-style 
setting from Matthew Bourne and 
.Adventures in Motion Pictures in 
a follow-up to their record-break- 
ing Swart Lake. Piccadilly Theatre, 
London. 

Visual Arts: British Symbolists 
as Part of a European Tradition. Ill- 
defined desire in Rossetti and sex- 
uality in Beardsley never seemed 
quite British and here's confirma- 
tion. We’ve been twisted and Euro- 
pean all along. Tate. London. 

Turner Prize Exhibition: The 
shortlist on show. Tate. London. 


A week of Schubert kt November 
at the Royal Festival Hall 


JUNE 

Dance: Mark Morris's Edin- 
burgh hit L ’Allegro . . . comes to the 
ENO - at last London gels to see 
Mark Morris. Coliseum (5)- 

Visual Arts: Ellsworth Kelly. 
American colour-field wwk remi- 
niscent of early modcfflists/Ncw 
York school; quietly beautiful but 
spatially immense painuop*. First 
major retrospective since the early 
19S0s. Tate. 

Theatre: Amy's Vien Richard 
Eyre directs Judi Dench in David 
Hare’s latest. Royal National 
Theatre (20). 


DECEMBER 


Theatre: Chicago. . Another 
musical at the DoinBtl Sam 
Mendes directs, --igain. ft 00 ) ^ 
writers of Cabaret with a wittier 
hook and fabulously brffil* score. 

Film; The Jetsans. Something 
to take your kids to at Christmas 
- or anyone else’s. Pete* 
directs. 

Visual Arts: Stanley Ouster 
with rarely seen pam tifflff of hi* 
Orkney homeland, iniere snn f 
compare with avam-g3rtfe verS * 0D ? 
of Edinburgh street life- 
Gallery Edinburgh. 
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Small screen, big star 


Never mind Baywatch, never mind the tattooed, soon-to- 
be-ex-husband. GSven the right script, Pamela Anderson 
could still be a Monroe for our age. By Emma Forrest 


Ann us Horrtb iuis, An^x4Mir ubilis 


L ast year, Vanity Fair 
suggested that" Pam- 
ela Anderson, the 
premier blonde sex- 
bomb of the Nineties, 
find her own Arthur Miller. This 
was after the Baywatch actress 
had sealed her engagement to 
Motley Crue drummer Tommy 
Lee with a tattoo of his name on 
her ring finger, but before they 
had a baby, Brandon. It was after 
she had been photographed say- 
ing her vows on a Malibu beach, 
dressed in a white bikini, and 
before - though not long before 
- she filed for divorce. 

The society magazine advised 
her to take up with Saul Bellow. 
A nice though!, but one can't help 
recalling the classic line about the 
Monroe-Miller marriage: “the 
tragedy of which was that she was 
the brains and he was the beauty". 

If she feels she must now 
search for cred, a far more suit- 
able literary companion might be 
Trainspotting's author, Irvine 
Welsh. Going by the gossip of 
supermarket tabloids in the 
United States, at least they share 
a common interest. 

But that's the lovely thing 
about Pam. She has never wanted 
to be credible. During her touch- 
ingly self-deprecating conversa- 
tion with Ruby Wax. shown on 
BBC1 last February, she joked 
about wanting to play King Lear. 
Pam knows that she is a star 
rather than an actress, and 
women admire her, as they do 
Sharon Stone, for the obvious joy 
she feels in being a star: Pam ana 
Sharon look pleased with their 
achievements, as opposed to your 
Julias and Winonas, who keep 
telling us how much they don’t 
want to be there. 

Emotionally, her downfall has 
been an abusive husband who 
stayed up all night getting out of 
his mind with his mates while she 
was trying to get her new-born 
son to sleep. Before Pam married 
Tommy, both his ex-girlfriend, 
Bobbi Brown, and ex-wife, 


Heather Locklear, went public 
about the physical abuse they had 
suffered while involved with him. 

Locklear's life has manv 
lessons for Pamela. Having left 
Tommy Lee, the Dynasty starlet is 
now the villain on Aaron 
Spelling's Melrose Place and the 
highest-paid actress in television, 

Pamela does have talent - 
enough to get her by. Although 
she is no Paul Scofield, she is not 
supposed to be. Like Monroe, she 
is a nice little comedy actress, 
which is how she first made it - 
playing “the tool box girl" in the 
sitcom Home Improvement. It 
was a niche, but she traded it in 
for the scarlet swimsuit of Bay- 
watch. which was a return to 
what she wore on ail those 
covers of Playboy. She became as 
popular u lifeguard as she had 
been a centrefold and was soon 
the biggest sex symbol in the 
world. However, Baywatch has 
now been axed in America, while 
Home Improvement is still one of 
the highest-rated comedies on 
American television. 

Career-wise, Pamela's prob- 
lems started when she moved to 
the big screen. Her debut. Barb 
Wire, was one of the most 
unwatchable of all cinema 
turkeys. The black- rubbe r-an d- 
big-guns bonanza was not even 
laughably camp because its fail- 
ure was so predictable; TV 
queens generally do flounder on 
celluloid. Shimmering from her 
success on Dynasty , Heather 
Locklear underwhelmed Holly- 
wood with her role in Creature 
from the Black Lagoon before 
finding her feet back on the small 
screen. Farrah Fawcett, the 
ultimate television princess in 
Charlie's Angels, still insists on try- 
ing her luck in risible Disney 
comedies, and has consequently 
vanished from sight. Teri Hatcher 
has been wise moot giving up the 
day job (Lois in The New Adven- 
tures of Superman): her film Two 
Days in the Valley was widely 
panned. The inevitable ascen- 


sion from small to big screen just 
doesn't work. One’s good looks 
don't necessarily translate to cel- 
luloid, let alone one’s talent. 

Pamela Anderson doesn't need 
Baywatch, but she does need the 
small screen. There is better 
garbage out Lhere for her to do. 
There is no reason why she 
couldn't make her comeback on 
Friends , as Brooke Shields did, or 
get herself her own Aaron 
Spelling vehicle. Pamela can no 
longer be a silent icon. She has 
already done too much Oprah, 
Ruby Wax, Jay Leno. And she has 
lived too much. Even if she never 
acted again, we would still love 
her, as we do Liz Taylor, for what 
she has been through. Regardless 
of Baywatch being dropped, we 
have no desire to switch off the 
real drama. She could just settle 
into that. 

Elizabeth Taylor, however, is in 
her sixties. She did a lot of good 
work before becoming a staple of 
gala dinners and talk shows. It is 
harder for Pamela because, being 
a blonde, she is replaceable. Bay- 
watch produced Gena Lee NoUn 
and Donna D'Errico, two vastly 
inferior Pam clones who are, 
nevertheless, hugely popular. 
Playboy has turned out Jenny 
McCarthy, another Para arche- 
type who is making it very big as 
a host on MTV. Pam must be 
wondering if she is anything more 
than “this hair, these lips, that 
body, those boobs" (which is bow 
Tommy Lee described her). 

She can survive without Tommy 
or the hair, the Ups, etc. Her on- 
off reconciliation with her hus- 
band is currently off. If she slides 
to her guns, she wDl consolidate 
the female support she first won 
with that charming Ruby Wax 
interview, and lose those sub- 
stance abuse rumours for good. 
And it sounds flippant, but 
Pamela Anderson, more than any 
girl Fve ever seen, could do with 
a haircut Women in transition cut 
their hair. 1 think she'd look 
rather lovely with a brunette crop. 



From centrefold to lifeguard to chat show veteran, Pamela Anderson became the world’s 
foremost sex symbol. But wouldn't that big hair look lovely brunette and cropped? 


Sales guide 

FASHION 

STARTED YESTERDAY 
Shinn Cashmere fur 3 weuks. 1 1 Hcauchumn 
Place, London SW3 (0171-SSl IQJhV 
Cenuti 1891 Menswear New Bond Street 
London W1 ((J171-W3 2Z7S) 

STARTED MONDAY 

Austin Reed branches nationwide. 

Betty Jackson inln mRi-Januaiy, 31 i Brunt pi on 
Road. London SW3. 

Biba for 4*> weeks. 15 Shorts Gardens, London 
WC2 (0171-3406694). 

Burton far 4 weeks. Wcsl i Shopping Centre. 37>i 
Oxford Street. London VV1. and all Mores 
nationwide (11321 2S7S66). 

Cashmere Studio 10 Sfoane Street, London SWI 
111171-245 

Cerruti 1881 wranenswear until 31 Dee, 106 New 
Bmtd Street, London W( t«f7f-W!55Sf«». 

Gro pearls until 31 Jan. Ala Bmmpuin Road. 
London SW3 (0I7L5JWAW4). 

Desrignworfts for 3 weeks, ]*> Avery Row, London 

Wl. 

DKNY Bond StrecL London Wl. 

Dorothy Perkins Wesi 1 Store, 579 Oxford Street. 
London Wl. and brunches nationwide. 

Emporia Armani 19] Bromphm Road. London 
SW3 f(Ji7I-S25 SS1S) and across London. Saks in 
Manchester and Glasgow start today. 

Bam Nationwide. 

Giorgio Armani 37 Skmnc Street. London SWI 
i 1)171-235 62321. 

Hobbs branches nationwide. 

Ken Lane unul 31 Jan, 30 BuriumUtn Arcade. 
London SW5 (0171-499 13b) and 5S Beauchamp 
Place. SW3 (0171-584 19S5). 

Monsoon 23 The Market, London WC2, and 
stores nationwide. 

Next Nationwide. 

Oasis until end of January’. 292 Regent Street. 
London Wl and branches nationwide. 

Red or Dead ail London stores. 

The Scotch House for 2-3 week,, 2 Brompmn 
Road. London SWI and stores across London. 
Simpsons until 25 Jan. Piccadilly, London. Extra 
10 per cent off tndav (offer excludes concessions). 

ALREADY ON 

Ghost Kate Jones, Claudia Sebire. Blazer (Moss 
Bras Group). Racing Green. Ronit Zflkha 

HOMES AND INTERIORS 
Maples stores nationwide. 

Ikea 2 Drury Wav. North Circular Road, London 
NW'10 (018I-2QS 5600) and Croydon. 
Birmingham, Gateshead. Leeds and Waningiua. 

DEPARTMENT STORES 
STARTED YESTERDAY 

Fartnum and Mason LSI Picrad%, London Wl 
(0171-754 &140). 

STARTED MONDAY 
Debenhams t01 71-40$ 4444). 

Fenwick for 3 weeks. (13 New Bond Street. 

London Wl. and Bn.ui Cross. Rice mans of 
Canterbury. Fenwick of Newcastle, T\mh ridge 
Wells, Windsor. York and Leicester. 

Harvey Nichols KnighiNbridgc. London SWI and 
in Leeds. 

Liberty Regent Street, London Wl. 

Setfrkjges for about a month. Oxford Street. 
London Wl. 

ALREADY ON 

British Home Stores nationwide. 

SHOES 

STARTED MONDAY 

Jones Bootmakers branches across London. 

Pied a Terre 51 CHd Bond Street. London Wl and 
all branches in London. Manchester, Glasgow, 
Brighton. Brent Crow, and Lakeside Shopping 
Centre (details 0171-499 OXWL 
ALREADY ON 
Church's, Ravel 

HOMES & INTERIORS 
STARTED MONDAY 

HeaTs until 19 Jan. 1% Touenham Court Rood, 
London w 1 (U17 1-036 IM6) and stores, in 
Loudon and Guildford. 

The Pier Stores around the country, including 
King's Road. London SW3. 

Royal Worcester Spode 
126 Regent Si, London Wl. 


Bridget Jones’s Diary 


I January-31 December 1996: A 
summary 

Total Height lost: 5st 2lb (i£) 
Total weight gained: 5st 3Br 
Alcohol units: 3.S36 
Cigarettes: 5,277 
Calories: 11.090.265 ( bad 1 
Correct lottery numbers: 42 tig) 
Incorrect lottery numbers: 587 
( sort of thing that could happen 
to anyone) 

Total Instants purchased: 98 
Total Instants winnings: £101 
Tixal Instants profit: £3 (Yesss! 
Yesss! Haw beaten system while 
supporting worthwhile causes in 
manner of benefactor) 

1471 calls: 721 (appmx) 
Valentines: 1 (vg) 

Chrisanas cards: 33 tig) 

Posithv thoughts: 4 tg) 
Hangover-free days: ~4 (ig) 
Boyfriends: 1 (i-g) 

Number of New Mar 's 
Resolutions kept: 0 
.4 quite promising year's 
progress. 

Monday 30 December 

Flying home from lovely skiing 
holiday- Cannot believe 
quantity of food have 
consumed over restive period. 
Wonder how much weight ii is 
technically possible to put on 
in one day? If you ate the most 
fattening things you could 
think of without being sick or 
slopping, how long would il 
lake the fat to grow, and how 
much could he produced at 
anyone time? Therefore how 
much could be pul on in seven 
days of same'.' 

Humph. Just asked Mark 
Darcy, who said I had to shut 
up or will tel! air hostess to put 
me in jump sent 

Anyway, life is going to he 
completely dilfercnt when get 
hack Am no( going to smoke 
or drink and am going to be 
much more on top of things 
with Mum. For example am 
going lo tell her Mark Dares 
and 1 cannot come lo Una and 
Geoffrey Alconbury 's New 
Years Day Turkey Curry 
Buffel in poised and adult 
manner. Also am going to 
really take pleasure from just 
being at home putting 
photographs in albums instead 
"1‘ going out to 192 all the 
time. 

Noon Back In flat Aargh. 
Terrified rc ringing Mum. Last 
year Mum. Una and Elaine 
Darcy spent entire time at the 
Buffet trying lo gel me and 



Mark Darcy off with each 
other. Mark Darcy says 
reappearing as successfully- 
mated offspring would be not 
only intolerable (as we would 
be like pair of performing seals 
forced to have sex in front of 
assembled company etc), but 
irresponsible since Mum 
would spontaneously burst like 
Oscar Wfldc with smugness 
then die. which would detract 
from festive atmosphere. 

12.30 Just called Mum. "Oh 
hello, darling, how are you'. 1 " 
she trilled casually, apparently 


failing to notice my absence 
for entire Christmas period. 

“Hang on a tick. Just saying 
goodbye to Marjorie.” She 
dropped her voice. “You 
know Ray and Marjorie, 
don't you, darling - they have 
hen huts. Marjorie was trying 
to get hold of this special hen 
for some unknown reason and 
... oooh hang on. the timer’s 
off on the microwave." She 
then (eft me sitting on the 
phone for nine minutes. After 
spending three minutes veiling. 
'■ Mura, Mum." 1 put the 
phone down only to have it 
ring back immediately. " 
Bridget,” Mum hissed 
dangerously, "Putting the 
phone down on another 
person is Very. Very. Rude." 

“Mum. about Auntie Una’s 
Turkey Curry Buffet we can't 
come." 1 blurted, getting down 
under the lable, ready. 

"Oh that doesn’t matter 
darling! “ die purred- “Daddy 
and i aren't going, cither." I 
froze, grabbing the table leg. 


disbelievingly. It was like in a 
film when someone has thrown 
a grenade, everyone is tensed 
for it to go off, and it doesn’L 
Had Mum finally seen sense, 
or gone over the edge? 

*Anyway, Marjorie couldn’t 
get hold of this hen through 
the flap so she went in herself 
and the door locked shut 
Wed, when Ray came home he 
couldn't find her anywhere till 
he went for the eggs. No, 

Una's a very selfish, evil 
woman." 

“Mum," I said levelly, dying 
to be like Mark Darcy and 
responsible, wondering if I 
should ring an ambulance, 
“could you bring Dad to the 
telephone, please?” 

“What’s going on?" J hissed, 
when Dad came on the phone. 

“Oh God," he moaned, 
quietly. 

“"What? What?" 

“It's Mum and Una. It's 
Apocalypse Now. They both 
turned up on Christmas Day in 
the same purple paisley Jaeger 


two-piece." 

Mum grabbed (he phone. 
“Don’t exaggerate, Colin, they 
were Country Casuals seconds. 
We both bought them together 
at the mil] shop but I saw it 
first and Una agreed that she 
wouldn't wear it without 
checking with me first. Of 
course, when she walked in I 
was absolutely livid, and in 
front of Maijorie - 1 mean 
Marjorie’s been in the hen hut 
and she's a bag of nerves." 

The upshot of il is I have to 
gp to Mum and Dad’s all day 
tomorrow for New Year's Day 
all on my own. Oh no. 
lpm Wonder what to do now? 
Oh yes. Better unpack. 

1.15pm Hate the thought of 
die horrible unpacking. Is bad 
enough coming home to mad 
mother without having to 
unpack . Maybe will have 
cigarette. No. Mustn't smoke. 

1 J20pm Mmm. Cigarette is 
delicious. Now. Where's the 
photograph album? 

130pm Is no good. Hate 


being in singleton flat all on 
own. Whs so lovely being away 
in chalet with all people 
around all the time (even if 
Yuppie-Sloane Ranger-style 
lawyers). Dread thought of 
getting up in morning with no 
one to fool around with: no 
using fact that everyone keeps 
getting into the bathroom 
before you as excuse for not 
getting dressed or washed for 
hours and hours, sitting at 
kitchen table gossiping. Wish 
lived in commune with all 
chums then would never be 
alone and could muck about 
having fun all day. 

1.45pm Hmm. Maybe will 
have a little drinky to calm 
nerves. No. WiD go round to 
Tom’s and give him Eric 
Cantona calendar Christmas 
present (v amusing-style gift as 
Tom loves Eric Cantona.) Ooh 
goody, telephone. 

1.50pm Whs Tom, 
complaining that ail he has 
been given for Christmas is 
five copies of the Eric Cantona 
calendar. Oh God. Am going 
to ring Jude and Shazzer and 
see if they want to come lo 
192. 

4pm Argor esbluny goo fun 
seeinggirisagain. Maybe 
havelittle sleepy now. Oops. 

7 o’clock am? pm? Aargh, 
aargh, Mark Darcy is talking 
on Ansafonc. Oh God. Is 
7 in morning. Have slept 
through New Years Eve and 
mssed Mark Darcy dale. Is 
pitch black. Help. Cannot find 
telephone. 

7.30pm Even when all seems 
darkness is light at end of 
tunnel. Was not the morning 
but evening, therefore still 
time to sober up and go out 
with Mark Darcy. Also. Jude 
and Shazzer had marvellous 
news. Apparently new pQ( has 
been invented in America 
whereby all fat is quickly sent, 
instead of to fat areas, to colon 
and converted immediately 
into poo. Apparently wonder 
pill will be available here 
in one month only. Hurrah. 

We can all look forward to 
New Year eating exactly what 
want with perfect figures. All 
need now is further pills for 
alcohol units and cigarettes 
converting hangovers, 
liver-failure and tar 
immediately into poo and will 
be no need whatsoever for 
New Year's Resolutions any 
more. Happy 1997 everybody! 
Hurrah! 


Aargh, aargh. Is 7 in morning. 
Have slept through New Year’s 
Eve and missed Mark Darcy 
date. Is pitch black. Help. 


And 
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Long live peace, independence and Schubert 

J X, ' . ...Jll Vip w-act. 


T oday is the day of pious hopes 
after the maudlin reminiscences 
of the night before. So let us, in 
optimistic spirit, set out what we would 
like to see in 1997. 

Important things first. We hope 
everyone decides to listen to all of 
Schubert's works, as it is his bicentenary 
this year. A year spent in adoration of 
Schubert would improve everyone’s 
quality of life, and remind us what can 
be achieved by someone who died at 
31 having written more great songs 
even than §ir Paul McCartney. We 
hope Jarvis Cocker brings out a new 
album, so that at least for a week or two 
we hear less about Liam Gallagher and 
the delightful Spice Gals. We hope 
Princess Diana remarries happily, 
preferably a fantastically wealthy Latin 
American salsa dancer, who takes her 
back to his central American republic, 
since it is the only way we are going to 
see an end to that sorry tale. And, 
towards the more speculative end of the 
spectrum, we hope England win at least 
one cricket match before 1997 draws to 
a close, just to give the Scots, Welsh and 
Irish a break from E nglis h self-pity. 

The coming year also contains some 
more predictable milestones. This is the 
year we hand over Hong Kong, our last 
big imperial possession. The real story, 
though, is not what will happen to Hong 
Kong, but what will happen in China. 
Not just in 1997, but over the next 
decade, it is important that the world's 
democratised powers recognise that 
there is one exceedingly important coun- 
try where the values of liberal democracy 
do not hold sway. As economic growth 
and social change transform China, the 
dangers of friction are high. 


The new year also brings a heavy 
responsibility to maintain the perilous 
peace of the Middle East. Yesterday’s 
painstaking movement towards 
agreement on Hebron means that 
optimism looks like winning out over 
pessimism on the first day of this year. 
We hope Benjamin Netanyahu, Yasser 
Arafat and the new US Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright, continue 
to devote their energies to sustaining 
and bedding-in peace over the 
rem aining 364 days. 

At home, we know at Least one event 
for sure: 1997 is the year of a general 
election. All elections are described in 
advance as the most important since 
the war, or 1906, or whenever, but this 
one has a better claim than many to 
real significance. It could mark the end 
of 18 years of one-party rule; and it falls 
just before a great treaty-revision con- 
ference to set the future course of the 
European Union. 

As yet, we have not decided which 
party we want to see win the election. 
This is not indecision or coyness on our 
part, but firm adherence to the spirit of 
independence and impartiality of judge- 
ment which founded this newspaper. 
We keep an open mind in our pursuit 
of the ideal of objective reporting, but 
that does not mean we will dodge the 
decision when it comes. Come the day, 
we will say who we think should run the 
country. Between now and then, we will 
set some very particular yardsticks 
against which we will judge the parties, 
and party leaders, when foe day comes. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, the usual 
issues of tax and economic policy are 
not the dominant ones. Though impor- 
tant, we believe that there is a remark- 
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able degree of consensus on how to run 
a modern liberal economy in Britain. 
That does not mean we shall let the 
parties avoid questions about raising 
revenue and spending public funds. In 
passing, we must observe that it reflects 
poorly on Tony Blair that he and Gor- 
don Brown appear to disagree at this 
late stage on whether there should be 
a 50p tax rate on incomes over 
£100,000 a year. Clearly our record 
over this past year has been intensely 
critical of John Major’s government - 
but we have reservations about 
Labour, not least its commitment to 
the free market. We would feel much 
happier with Mr Blair and his col- 
leagues if, for example, they signalled 
dearly their willingness to tackle such 
vested interests as the Murdoch press. 

But the big tests for us are not mainly 
economic, because the differences 


— ■ mtn sense the next election will be wasted 
committed to that change. It is time to sen ’ nQt produce a dear choice for 
take stock, and give the people at ttas at ^ about the voting system 
country a more fundamental say in ui T ef » ^ 1997 j s to mark a new 
how they « governed, and in rerun, Europe, then it mayneed 

to ask them to take some responsibQ- . reform t0 underpin it - to 

ity. That is why we favour transferring ^ at ^ government continues 

power away from Westminster and . reDr esent foe^ajority of its citizens. 
Whitehall to a Scottish parliament P, Drom ise of a referendum on 

and a Welsh assembly. If, and tt is a big therefore the 

if, there is genuine popular desire for elec coming election, 

an assembly in the North^t or the to m £ ^ * 

th y telf us more about bis reasons for per- 


should come into being, too. 

Only by mobilising genuine local 
democracy can we break the back of 
the quangocracy. This does not mean 
going back to local coundls as they 
were BT (Before Thatcher); it means 


sonaJly opposing change. _ 

The final test is education policy, 
since the parties’ positions on how to 
improve education tell us almost every- 
thin!; we need to know about their 
culture. Are they about heading 


between the parties are relatively 
minor. The big questions are consti- 
tutional. And of those, the first is our 
desire to see a government committed 
to an active and constructive role in 
Europe. This requires the combination 
of a basically pro-European orienta- 
tion, ruthless defence of the national 
interest and hard negotiating skill. 
John Major has shown all three in foe 
past, but he is shackled by the anti- 
Europeanism of the majority of his 
party. Our concern about the single 
currency, and the European “project" 
generally, is its imperfectly democratic 
construction. We have not yet heard 
enough from our politicians about 
how to bring the Elites and the peoples 
of Europe closer together. 

Our undemocratic machinery of 
power needs reform, and we hope the 
British people will elect a government 


tme aSd others, for directly^leeted or rule by d^tye class 


mayors, and compact city executives. 

Of course, we hope that one of foe 
consequences of this year’s election 
will be the abolition of foe rights of 
hereditary peers. Some of foe more 
recherche arguments now deployed in 
their defence only make the case the 
more convincing. This week Simon 
Heffer, the Thatcherite writer. 


systems? Are they about blithe 
promises of raised standards, or hard 
commitments to improve discipline 
and raise aspiration? 

Naturally some readers will dis- 
agree in some measure with some of 
the above. One hope, however, we sus- 
pect they would all nurture along with 
us: that the ERA decides, as hinted, to 


published a pamphlet which concluded call a pre-election ceasefire which is 
with the clincher that inheriting a then sustained after the election. An 


fortune allows “much more influence 
in society" than inheriting a peerage. 
Now, that’s not an argument most 
Conservatives would want to push too 
far. One of the advantages of sweep- 
ing out the hereditaiy peers is that it 
will start a debate about what kind of 
parliament we want. 

Above all, however, we would like to 
see a national debate about the way we 
elect the House of Commons. In a 


then sustained after the election. An 
end to Northern Ireland violence alone 
might be enough to make us feel 1997 
had been worthwhile. 

Inevitably, we hope for a few other 
things - that all our readers win foe lot- 
tery” and take out full year's subscrip- 
tions, for example, or that someone, 
somewhere, comes up with a good idea 
for celebrating foe millennium. But we 
only make one resolution: to remem- 
ber that we are - and so are you. 


Anti- 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Europe needs 
resolution to 
ban racism 

Sin 1997 is the European Year 
against racism, xenophobia and 
anti-Semitism. It also happens to 
be the year in which foe European 
Treaties are to be amended, and in 
which one of the proposed 
amendments would outlaw racial 
and religious discrimination. Will 
such a proposal succeed? It seems 
unthinkable that it should fail, but 
one member of government - our 
own - is openly opposed to any 
extension of European Community 
competence and of the sphere of 
the European Court of Justice, 
while a few others are reluctant to 
support a “race" amendment but 
for the moment are sheltering 
behind the British position. 

It is virtually certain that there 
will, for the first time, be some 
mention of racism in the Treaty. 

But much depends on the wording 
and placing of a new article. 
European Community competence 
would open foe way to European 
legislation and a common standard 
of protection throughout the 
Union against discrimination. But 
if the tackling of racism is left to 
inter-governmental action there 
could be little or no practical 
progress. 

An amendment authorising 
Community action was proposed 
by the Kahn Commission, a body 
set up with the unanimous consent 
of member slates in 1994. The 
wording this group proposed was 
almost identical to the amendment 
suggested earlier by an 
independent group of experts, the 
Starting Line group. 

It will be a serious setback to 
human rights in Europe if the 
European year marks the rejection 
of an effective Treaty amendment. 
A heavy responsibility rests on our 
□ext govern ment. 

ANN DUMMETT 
Member, Starting Line group 
Oxford 

Sir: I read with dismay (“Europe 
blocks duty-free drinks for the 
troops", 26 December) that the 
other members of the European 
Union are unlikely unanimously to 
back a request by the Government 
for Commonwealth troops to 
receive duty-free goods whilst 
stationed in the United Kingdom. 

Perhaps the Foreign Office 
should approach each EU member 
individually, asking them if they 
have any objection to this practice - 
reminding them that there was 
□one during the Second World 
War. when troops from many 
Commonwealth countries helped 
to liberate European countries. 
LESLIE FREITAG 
Harpcnden, Hertfordshire 

Exorcise the Imp 

Sir; How pathetic to read that the 
Bishop of Lincoln fell unable to 
preach his message of peace this 
Christmas in his own. cathedral, 
because it is enveloped in feuding 
( “The season of ill-will”, 26 
December). It is clear that the 
Lincoln Imp, turned to stone by the 
angels for his mischievous and’ 
troublesome ways, is at it again. He 
should be exorcised by the Bishop. 
CYNTHIA COULTHARD 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 



Millennium help 
for the homeless 

Sin Perhaps the Prince of Wales, Mr 
Costa and Holy Trinity Brampton 
have not noticed that every church 
in the land is practically empty 
except at Christmas and Easter. So 
why build yet another one - capable 
of seating 10,000, what's more - in 
Battersea? (Prince of Whies places 
faith in church centre", 30 
December) 

A far more Christian use of lottery 
money and matching private funds 
would be to use the whole site for the 
satellite projects with, as its focus, a 
wonderful modem hostel and de-tox 
centre to house and feed the 
homeless and those who sriD sleep 
on our streets. Not as glamorous, but 
of far more value and some thin g that 
realty does face up to the problems 
we still have m our society at the end 
of this millennium. 

The Church for its part might 
consider how many of its 
redundant buildings throughout 
the land could also be used in this 
way and make lottery bids for their 
conversion - providing of course, 
that it would be prepared to accept 
money generated from gambling. 
Sir TERENCE CONRAN 
London SE1 

Sin Instead of wasting money on 
worthless monuments being 

promoted by self-serving 
poliiiciansand pontificating 
architects (“Welcome to the 


pressure dome", 23 December; 
letters. 24 December), why can’t we 
simply determine to spend the 
same money on making sure that 
there will be no homeless people 
having to sleep on ihe streets of our 
cities and towns by the year 2000? 
PETER WINCHESTER. 

Oxford 


Dawkins and the 
divine ‘joke’ 

Sir. Richard Dawkins does his 
scientific background a disservice 
(“Surely, you must be joking", 24 
December) since be bases his 
conclusion on only some of the 
relevant knowledge available to him. 

Christmas and Easter (which he 
is right to link together) are not just 
about forgiveness or mercy; they 
are also about justice. God is both a 
just God and a forgiving God. If 
God punishes all sin, then he is 
perfectly just but without mercy. If 
he forgives all sin, then he is 
perfectly merciful but at the 
expense of justice. That is why God 
could not. as Richard Dawkins 
argues “just go right ahead and 
forgive us". 

Thie forgiveness has a cost, both 
to the one who forgives (who has to 
accept a wrong and set it aside) and 


the one who is forgiven (who has to 
accept that they have done wrong 
and deserve punishment). This 
conflict between justice and mercy 
is resolved through Christ 

God ihe Father and God the Son 
agreed willingly out of love for 
mankind that Christ would come to 
earth, knowing that He would be 
cruelly pul to death, to satisfy the 
need for justice so that God could 
then exercise mercy. Christ pays 
the debt of men and women to 
God, just as someone might pay the 
fine for a convicted criminal today. 

As Paul puts it in his letter to the 
Romans. “God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners [ie enemies of 
God] Christ died for us." 

GORDON WHITEHEAD. 

/Upon. North Yorkshire 

Sin The Rev David Clemens 
(letter. 27 December) states that 
“you don’t get bitter or offensive 
about something you don't care 
tuppence for", and implies that 
Richard Dawkins must therefore 
care deeply for the “truths of 
Christian belief" that he inveighs 
against. 

The first notion is patently 
absurd. Terrorism. Nazism, 
pollution arc regularly subjected lo 
extreme animadversion from a wide 
range of people, not because they 


harbour a deep desire 10 cherish 
and nurture them but because they 
would like to sec them wiped from 
the face of the earth. 

Theologies of the Incarnation 
and Lbe Atonement may well exist. 
So what? To people who do not 
believe in a god, these are no more 
than cute fairy stories. Introduce a 
mythical “supreme being" element 
into European folk (ales or the 
Greek myths and you have a 
theology. Where does that gel us? 

Religion is certainly an extensive 
and significant pan of human 
behaviour. It requires careful study 
and analysis, in the hope that we 
may one day find a euro. 

ADRIAN DEERE-JONES 
Gfynneath, West Glamorgan 

Sin Whenever f read any of Richard 
Dawkins' work I am reminded that 
his expertise lies in genetics. Vfe 
would not think of soliciting his 
opinion on any other subject, such as 
meteorology or Mayan 
hieroglyphics. Why should we feci he 
has any special skills as a theologian? 

If wc learn anything from his 
column, it is from Lhc slightly 
desperate tone that hints at a fear 
that there might - just - be 
something greater than Richard 
Dawkins after all 
Dr NJ CARR 
Farvham, Hampshire 
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Unknown risks 
of modified food 

Sir: 1 have never read such an 
irresponsible article in your paper 
as that hv Nicholas Schoon on 
genetically modified food 
(“Nothing to fear from techno- 
corn", II December). 

One of the main problems with 
genetically modified crops that are 
released into the environment is 
that the changes they engender will 
be irreversible. Given the huge 
rapacity for destruction for 
individuals and the environment 
all that is required is much more 
caution. 

There [5 absolutely no research 
on the long-term health and 
nutritional effects of genetically 
modified organisms, and it is the 
simplest common sense to argue 
that very full research should be 
required before proceeding with 
such fundamental changes? 

The main motive of many of the 
supplier companies is simply 
money, and to imply that wc just 
have to accept the forced 
imposition of their policies because 
they cannot wait is defeatism 
beyond belief. 

1 doubt that Mr Schoon would 
be quite so philosophical if a 
member of his family were 
included among those injured or 
killed when one of the mistakes he 
confidently predicts occurs, 

DIANE MILLER 
Cardiff 


Where goats are 
a winter pest 

Sin Your charming picture of the 
goats on Great Ormes Head (23 
December) illustrates one side of a 
controversy: the text hints at 
another. Another photograph 
might have shown diseased and 
filthy goats at the end of a hard 
winter, foraging in streets and 
gardens, and at risk of death or 
injury from traffic or as they jump 
from wall to garden wall. 

When animals are artificially 
maintained in the absence of 
predators, they are liable to 
increase to levels which cannot be 
maintained, and so harm 
themselves and foe environmenL 
Summer visitors, who usually see 
them only when food is plentiful, 
and who have petitioned for the 
abandonment of a cull aimed at 
reducing the herd to a sustainable 
level, have little idea how different 
the situation can be in winter. 

There would rightly be protests 
if our Orme shepherds were so 
foolish as to try to maintain much 
larger herds of sheep on the Orrne 
grassland than it can properly 
support. Yet no one will take 
responsibility for the goats, an 
introduced ^ecies much diluted by 
domestic strains and now most 
remarkable for their penetrating 
stench. 

Having interfered with Nature, it 
is our duty to manage wildlife, 
albeit with a light hand, and not to 
allow it to become unbalanced in 
distressing booms and busts. Much 
of the Great Orme is already a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest, with a 
wild cotoneastcr unique in Britain 
and other rare and beautiful plants 
as well as the notable seabird 
colonies. 

The goaL wiih Its ability to graze 
just those arcus that sheep cannot 
reach, will help to destroy this 
remarkable environment. 
BLHWrLSON 
Llandudno, Gwynedd 


Gay blood donors 
shunned 

Sin I was interested to read 
Graham Jarrett's letter (24 

Dccc m be r ) explain ing why his wil e 

was excluded from donating blood. 
I a Iso responded to an appeal for 
more donations, in the suminercf 
1995 when there was a depletion in 
the level of blood stocks. However, 
1 am excluded from donatingWood 
for a very different reason. 

The National Blood Transfap 011 
Service's donor selection criteri® 
inform potential male donors: 
“You must not give blood if ..*y° u 
have ever had sex with another 
man.’ As a male homosexual!*® 
automatically classified as ^ 

belonging 10 'a "high-risk group - ’ 
regardless of the fact that f have 
taken heed of the safer-sex 
guidelines of the past decade. 

Mr Jarrell is right to pointotrt 
that the BTS is appealing to a very 
small donor base and so will 
continue to experience severe 
shortages, particularly at 
demanding periods such as ' 
Christmas. I acknowledge that-tbe 
BTS has a responsibility to ensure 
no intected blood enters the 
system, but I believe it is possibk to 
do so without ostracising certain 
sectors of society. 

VINCENT FINNEY 
Edinhurgh 
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Anti-abortionists 


conception of a baby 

lacks conviction 


W hat would you do if 
you found one of the 
candidates standing in 
vour constituency was a mem- 
her of the Herod Tendency? 

The Herods snatch babies from 
weir buggies if they suspect the 
mother is inadequate/ a drain 
on the state/ likely to rear crim- 
maJs or where the child is seri- 
ously disabled. The Herods 
these misfits and run diem 
through with a sword in full 
public view. 

They do this with absolute 
impunity because in our savage 
society we have passed a law 
saying they can, a law sup- 
ported by a majority of MPs 
and an overwhelming majority 
(80 per cent) of the voters. We 
live, it seems, in a society far 
wickeder than the Third Reich 
where the Holocaust at least 
pretended to be secret from the 
people, or Rome, with its 
grizzly Colosseum games 
where many enemies died but 
not little Roman citizens. 

That is what the Roman 
Catholic Church, the evangel- 
icals. the fundamentalist Mus- 
lims and Jews all profess to 
think of our abortion laws. 

Innocent “unborn children" - 
170.000 last year - are put to 
death. An embryo, from the 
moment of conception, is, they 
say. the very same as a child. 

That is what the Catholic Car- 
dinals Hulme and Winning 
have been going on about. 

But if they really REALLY 
believe iL why has the wicked- 
ness of abortion not driven 
them mad? Why are they so 
passive and moderate about it? 

Cardinal Hulme, when asked, 
politely said he thought 
abortion “a great evil in our 
society and really unworthy of a civilised 
society". Modest words, in the circumstances. 
Cardinal Winning said Scottish Labour's 
refusal to allow a pro-life stall at its confer- 
ence was “almost fascist” Even that seems 
inadequate outrage. 

Would we all stand by as passively, with just 
a few caustic words, if we thought innocent chil- 
dren were being butchered in their thousands?^ 
I hope not. We would mount a revolution, we 
would storm the barricades, hurt ourselves, 
upon Parliament For this reason, 1 have 
always had some sympathy with the American 
extremists who picket abortion clinics. If you 
think children are being killed, it makes sense. 

But the pro-Lifers seem to take this mod- 
em massacre of the innocents rather well (just 
as the Vatican took the Holocaust rather well, 
which maybe why the present Pope compared 
the two a few years ago). Why? Because, of 
course, they don’t REALLY believe a blob of 
an embryo is the same as a baby in a buggy. 
Like a great many absurd thingsthe religious 
claim to believe, they plainly don’t actually. 
They play at belief After all, if the people of 
ihe Middle Ages really thought a Hieronymus 
Bosch hell gaped at their feet, they would have 
been good. The religious only believe with a 
little bit of their mind, while common sense 
rules most of their brains. 

Instead of rebellion, the life lobby is mount- 
ing some 50 well-behaved candidates to oppose 
pro -abortion MPs. Instead of barricading 
themselves inside their cathedrals the Catholic 
bishops, are lobbing snowballs at the Labour 
Party, in this empty silly season when there is 
nothing else to fill the Today programme. Why 
do the media love abortion? Why not the flat- 
earthers. the anti-fluoridisers of the water 
supply or the Esperantists? For abortion is not 
an issue. It is a dead parrot, going nowhere. 
Ceased to be, expired and gone to meet its 
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maker, rung down the curtain 
and joined the choir invisible. 
This is an ex-issue. 

No doubt Labour and Tony 
Blair feel aggrieved. Why keep 
picking on them when all the 
parties firmly hold the line that 
MPs have a free vote. True. 
Blair foolishly made himself 
vulnerable by trying to have it 
both ways. He voted for abor- 
tion and reaffirmed Labour 
MPs' right to a free vote but 
then he tried to suck up to the 
anti-abortionists by adding that 
he personally was actually 
against iL What? And then 
voted FOR it? Either abortion 
is murder or it isn’L He said 
individual people should make 
their own choices. To murder? 
Surely not So he deserved a bit 
of a locking from the cardinals. 

Yesterday Cardinal W innin g 
claimed that Labour anti- 
abortionists are put under 
intolerable pressure to keep 
their views quiet. John Reid. 
Labour Scottish Catholic MP, 
replied tartly that the most 
pressure he had come under 
was from organised write-ins by 
pro-Lifers. 

A small frisson of unease 
swept through the pro-abortion 
lobbies yesterday. Was it pos- 
sible, as' a last desperate ges- 
ture. clutching at straws, that 
the Tories might come out for 
a tightening "of the abortion 
law? After all, it can be made 
to seem quite reasonable. As 
modern technology keeps 
foetuses alive at an earlier and 
earlier stage, so the legal date 
for abortion needs to be made 
earlier too. 

It is an argument to be stren- 
uously resisted. Who needs 
late abortions? The most hope- 
less. desperate cases, the 14-year-olds who have 
no idea what is happening to them, the very 
stupid and the mentally retarded: all the 
people who would make the worst mothers. 
And if soon foetuses can be kept alive at any 
stage, will we ban abortion altogether? 

But the Conservatives could not be that fool- 
ish after Senator Dole's experience. Clinton's 
strongest pitch in winning the crucial women’s 
vote was his veto of a bill to outlaw late-term 
abortions. Dole's flirtation with the pro-Lifers 
was the biggest of his many millstones. Few can 
imagine Major making that mistake. All the 
British polling evidence suggests even anti- 
abortionists do not switch votes against a pro- 
abortion candidate of their own pariy. 

The issue, together with contraception, is 
even sinking the Catholic Church, now in 
urgent need of a progressive Pope to rescind 
the 1968 encyclical Humanae Vitae. Gaire 
Short says the' church has lost her generation 
of women. The National Abortion Campaign 
points to a poll now nearly 10 years old which 
shows that even then nearly a third of British 
Catholics supported abortion, twice as many 
as those who were strongly againsL 
But so what? From a population of 58m, 
only some 7m practice any religion and roost 
of them are moderate, so why should politi- 
cians worry'? Religions are just one minority 
among myriads, though they get airtime out of 
all proportion to their numbers. 

Here they are a relatively minor menace but 
the Catholic Church's stance on these matters 
continues to cause untold suffering round the 
world. There might be more sympathy if the 
Pope took into the Vatican all the unwanted 
street children of Catholic Brazil, born as a 
direct result of Catholic teaching. Or if the 
pro-Lifers were as active about the massacres 
of those children as they are in defence of 
British foetuses. . 


Why Islam’s law 
bewilders the West 


T he Sharia, the Mus- 
lim code of law, is a 
complex system of 
jurisprudence that 
does not interest the 
Western man in the street 
(oops, man and woman!). 
Understandably, therefore, the 
Western media does not pay it 
more than a passing, disparag- 
ing nod. Yet when a cause 
celebre involving Muslims 
explodes, one finds a sudden 
interest in the Sharia. 

This week, Debbie Parry and 
Lucille McLauchJan. two Bri- 
tish nurses in Saudi Arabia, 
were charged with the murder 
of an Australian colleague, 
Yvonne Gilford. Judging from 
the reaction of the British 
media, one would think the 
incident was one of the most 
significant developments of the 
fading year. Of course, it was 
noL But all the elements of a 
cause celebre are here: “holy 
men" sitting in grim judgment: 
helpless women in “rat- 
infested" holes, and the grand 
finale, a public beheading. 

One has the sickening feel- 
ing that some writers wanted 
the episode to end in a 
prophecy-fulfilling-itself be- 
heading. With the media, it is 
the story that counts. The 
human suffering triggered by 
the story is dismissed, in the 
same way that military com- 
manders dismiss the loss of 
innocent civilian lives in an air- 
raid as “collateral damage". 

Among the sensational 
reports, bits and pieces of the 
real Sharia inadvertently 
emerged. Readers learnt that it 
was up to a victim's family to 
insist on retribution or par- 
don. No one stopped to ponder 
this rather strange legal phe- 
nomenon, handing the power 
of life and death to the relatives 
of the victim. 

In facL murder in the Sharia 
is a personal crime; the state is 
bound to respect the wishes of 
the victims family. Each year in 
Saudi Arabia, many killeis are 
pardoned by the families of the 
victims, but this is hardly noted 
by the Western media, inter- 
ested only in the number of 
executions. All students of 
Islam know that the Koran did 
not introduce the principle of 
retribution, but merely reaf- 
firmed what the Old Testament 
said. 

What the Koran did intro- 
duce was the concept of par- 
don. The Koran gives relativ es 
of a murder victim the absolute 
right to insist on a “life for a 
life". Yet the Koran heaps 
praise on those who forgive and 
pardon. All this does not sit 
well with the common media 
image of a “brutal" Sharia and 
so it is consistently ignored. 

Capital punishment is not 
the only aspect of Sharia that is 
not understood because it is 
never intelligently discussed in 
the Western media. There are 
numerous other examples. 
According to the Sharia, a wife, 
in the marriage contract, can 
retain the right to divorce and 
can specify the financial settle- 
ment when a divorce occurs. 
This is perhaps more advanced 


by Ghazi A Algosaibi 



Lucille McLaucldan (left.) is charged with the murder of Yvonne Gilford in Saudi Arabia 

The Koran did not introduce the 
principle of retribution, but merely 
reaffirmed what the Old Testament said 


than systems that leave such 
decisions to divorce lawyers 
and divorce courts. 

I have never seen a reference 
to this right of Muslim women 
in the Western media. I suspect 
it is ignored because it contra- 
dicts the "basb-the-women" 
concept of Islam. 

Another example has to do 
with “hand-chopping". Nobody 
in the media bothers to point out 
that this punishment is applied 
only in very specific kinds of theft 
and under most stringent con- 
ditions. No one, for example, 
would lose his hand for embez- 
zlement. forgery, stealing pub- 
lic money, or helping himself to 
items not properly protected. 
During times of famine, the 
second Caliph, Omar, suspend- 
ed this punishment altogether. 
Many modem Muslim scholars 
argue that unless a Muslim state 
mtroduces a comprehensive wel- 
fare system, ii has no business ap- 
plying this punishment. 

Adultery is also presented in 
a most misleading way. Accord- 
ing to the Sharia, adultery can- 
not be established unless four 
witnesses convince the court 


that they saw with their own eyes 
“the whole thing”. Dining the 
early period of Islam, a man ap- 
peared in front of a judge to tes- 
tify in an adulleiy case. He told 
the judge that he saw the man on 
top of the woman, saw the move- 
ments, and heard the grunts. The 
judge asked if he saw “actual en- 
try”. The witness grumbled that 
he would have to be a part of the 
woman's vagina to witness such 
an occurrence. Despite the grum- 
blings, the accused were set free 
and the man was lashed for 
bearing false icstimorw. As some 
acute observers noted, this strin- 
gent requirement makes adultery 
a crime only if practised during 
an orgy. 

My central point is that ten- 
sions' between Islam and the 
West have little to do with 
theology and very much witb 
politics. Western propagandists 
denounce Islam for not respect- 
ing the Western human rights 
code, circa 1997; Muslim apol- 
ogists counter by saying that 
Islam introduced most of these 
rights 14 centuries ago, thus 
making them “divine” rights, 
which no one can take away. 


Western spokesmen criticise 
“barbaric” punishments, while 
Muslim advocates point out 
that no Muslim society would 
allow tens of thousands to 
sleep, homeless, in the streets. 

The conflict between Islam 
and the West is political. This 
requires some explanation. 
During the past five centuries, 
the West s political experience 
led to the common belief that 
no progress could be achieved 
as long as religion, embodied in 
the Church, dominated public 
affairs. Thus, there was n steady 
movement away from religion 
towards secularisation. The 
contemporary Western thinker 
is a by-product of the political 


evolution. He is programmed 
tn ihiak of any return to reli- 
gion as radical, reactionary and 
dangerous. Who would want 
the persecution of Galileo and 
witch-hunts again? 

No amount of theological 
debate would convince ihesec- 
□lar Western intellectual that 
religion could be ihe basis of a 
modern state. Since Islam 
presently is the onlv religion 
making such a sweeping claim, 
it inevitably appears to threaten 
the very foundations of West- 
ern civilisation. How Iona 
before Western fundamental* 
ists caught the religion -Ls-stale 
virus? When the Prince of 
Wale*, a very exalted Estab- 
lishment figure, suggested that 
the West could learn a few 
things from Islam, a tremor of 
fear ran down many spines in 
the West. What things? 

In the Muslim's world, how- 
ever, the political experience 
was running in cxacilv the 
opposite direction. When Islam 
wasvoung and vibrant. Muslim 
civilisation was leading the 
world. It was only \vhen~Mus- 
lims "forgot" their religion that 
disintegration set in. Rightly or 
wrongly. Muslims blame their 
decline on the West which not 
onlv colonised their lands but 
sought to impose its own value 
system upon them. 

The past three centuries did 
see the forceful advance of 
Western culture and the retreat 
of Islam everywhere. This trend 
was reversed only when a Mus- 
lim "awakening" started. The 
contemporary Muslim scholar is, 
in turn, the product of this par- 
ticular political heritage. West- 
ern slogans of "democracy", 
“freedom" and "human rights" 
sound hollow and hypocritical to 
those who suffered for centuries 
under Western domination. 

No amount of preaching 
from Amnesty e/ al would con- 
vince Muslims to detach them- 
selves from their religion. To 
them, religion is a salvation, 
perhaps the only salvation. 
Religious scholars in Rfyadh, 
Tehran, Cairo. Islamabad and 
Jakarta may quarrel over many 
things, but' they are united in 
the belief that without a return 
to yesterday, for Muslims, there 
will be no today or tomorrow. 

I honestly think it is about 
time a thoughtful dialogue 
between Islam and the West 
started. What has been taking 
place so far is not a dialogue, 
because it did not lake place 
among free agents. Whether 
they realise it or not, all the 
interlocutors are prisoners of 
their political past 

The writer is Saudi Arabia's 
ambussailor in London. 
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by Peter Stokes 
and Barry Knight 

A fetal powerless- 
ness has emerged 
at the heart of our 
cities, bringing 
with it demoralisa- 
tion, poverty and 
violence. ‘Broad- 
based organising’ 
offers one realistic 
model for civic 
renewal 


Over the past six years, a new 
form of civic association has emerged 
in “broad-based organising”. It asserts 
that we must tackle the structural 
causes of civic decline and fragmen- 
tation in urban communities. Just as 
workforces organised to advance their 
interests a hundred years ago, citizens 
must organise in new ways today to 
reverse the slide into powerlessness. 

The first of these organisations. 
Communities Organised for a 
Greater Bristol, was established in 
1990. Since then, sister organisations 
have sprung up in Merseyside, Wales, 
Sheffield and the West Midlands. 
The latest, the East London Com- 
munity Organisation, is a coalition pf 
40 congregations and community 
associations, organising to fight for 
jobs and education, and against 
poverty and discrimination. All of 
these independent citizen coalitions 
are associated with the Citizen Organ- 
ising Foundation, an educational trust 
that provides training for members. 

These broad-based organisations 
have a strong moral agenda. One of 
their first actions pushed the Bristol 
and West Building Society into heavy 
donations and new policies on home- 
lessness. They worked on Hanson to 
develop a vacant industrial site in the 
job-starved south of Bristol (where, as 
one Hanson executive charmingly 
put iL he “wouldn’t let his dog live”). 
They have dosed crack houses in Bris- 
tol and brought the fly-tipping mafia 
to court in Liverpool. A number of 
successful actions have been fought 
across the country to pressure com- 


placent companies and local author- 
ities to implement adequate pollution 
control or relocate dirty industries. 

Although they have worked on 
local government and public bodies, 
their actions are increasingly targeting 
where the real power lies, in company 
boardrooms. The prime taskis to bold 
arrogant, irresponsible, corporate 
power accountable. 

How do they do it? What makes 
these organisations different? 

First, they find the people who do 
still go out at night, and who have got 
the energy and the anger to make 
some real changes. In every city it 
takes several years to do this. Second, 
these organisations are BIG. They are 
composed of member orpnisanons, 
which can mobilise many hundreds of 
people. At any time, each organisa- 
tion may have a dozen action teams 
working on different issues, from 
high-street lifter to malnutrition and 
the policies of the big food retailers. 

Third, the broad base. They 
deplore the splintering of the com- 
munity into weak, narrow sectional 
interests. They are diverse, and bring 
together schools and tenants groups. 
Christians and Muslims, Sikhs and 
Hindus, black and white, young and 
old, working class and middle class. 
They build an agenda for action 
around shared interests. 

Fburth, permanence. Corporate 
executives and politicians are skilful 
at handling sporadic outbursts of 
anger from the community, which 
generally fade when energy and 
resources wane. But broad-based 


organisations never go away. They 
form a permanent civic infrastructure 
prepared to research complex issues 
ana work for years for change. 

Fifth, they combine action and 
reflection, analysis and practice, in an 
exciting combination that energises 
demoralised people. Each broad- 
based organisation is a self-conscious 
co mm unify of learners, discovering 
what it means to be a citizen, how 
power is managed in our society, the 
responsibilities and the limits or citi- 
zenship. Action and learning go hand 
in hand. This is disciplined, deliber- 
ative democracy, discovering that big 
corporations and public authorities 
are far more vulnerable to pressure 
than we might often suppose. 

Still at an early stage of develop- 
ment, these organisations have intro- 
duced a powerful new dimension 
into the public arena and they are 
ready to take action on a national 
scale. It has taken a generation or 
more for our civic culture to reach its 
present state of decay. It will take 
another generation to repair the 
damage. Broad-based organising 
offers one positive and realistic model 
for civic renewal. The methods are 
distinctive, but the principles arc as 
old as history. We can be certain that 
civil society will not re-emerge spon- 
taneously. It will need to be organised. 

‘Organising a Civil Society’ by Peter 
Stokes and Barry Knight (£12 incl 
PdkP) is available from the Foundation 
for Civil Society, 200 Bunbury Road, 
Birmingham B3J 2DL ( 0121 476S7Q5) 
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Lew Ayres 


As [he young German con- 
script who becomes a resigned 
pacifist in Lewis Milestone's 
brilliant anti-war film AU Qui- 
et on the Western Front (1930), 
Lew Ayres created an indelible 
portrait of disillusioned youth. 

Ironically, in 1941 he was to 
become the most publicised 
conscientious objector of the 
Second World War, vilified by 
press and public for his views 
(reputedly formed by his ap- 
pearance in the Milestone film). 
He will also forever be associ- 
ated with Dr Kildare, the ide- 
alistic young surgeon he played 
in nine films of a popular series. 
Afier redeeming himself by 
serving as a medic and risking 
. his life on the battlefront, he re- 
lumed to Hollywood and an Os- 
car nomination for his role in 
Johnny Belinda , though the 
promise of his auspicious start 
. as a Hollywood star was never 

totally f ulfill ed. 

Bom Lewis Frederick Ayre in 
I Q ns, in Minneapolis, 'Min- 
nesota, he studied medicine at 
the University of Arizona but 
was more interested in music, 
playing banjo in the college or- 
chestra. While playing with a 
(lance band at Cocoanut Grove 
in Hollywood, he was spotted by 
the talent scout Paul Bern and 
after a minor role in The Sopho- 
more (1929) was signed by 
MGM to play opposite Garbo 
in her last silent film, The Kiss 
(1929). 

Lewis Milestone, about to di- 
rect AH Quiet on the Western 
Front at Universal, bad decid- 
ed to cast Douglas Fairbanks Jar 
in the lead, though Bern sug- 
gested Ayres for the role. The 
film's dialogue director, George 
Cukor, shot a test of Ayres 
(along with other hopefuls) 
and Milestone saw it on the day 
that United Artists (who had 
Fairbanks under contract) in- 
formed him that they would not 
loan their star. Ayres later stat- 
ed, "Milestone told me time and 
. time again that if I had made the 
tests earlier I probably never 
would have been chosen." 

As one of a bunch of school- 
boys persuaded by their jingo- 
, istic master to crtlisl in the war. 



- Great hit: Ayres as Dr Kildare 
Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


only to become disillusioned as 
feey are decimated in futile mil- 
itary action, Ayres perfectly 
captured the paut and resigna- 
tion of innocence betrayed. 
Asked while on leave to lecture 
to a group of young students 
about the glories of war, he 
makes a tentative start then an- 
grily tells them, “When it conies 
to dying for your country, it is 
better not to die at all!", 
provoking hisses and boos. 
Equally memorable is the fa- 
mous ending, where a sniper's 
bullet ends the boy's life as he 
reaches from his trench for a 
butterfly. 

Signed to a contract by Uni- 
versal, Ayres was loaned to 
Warners to play a feared gang- 
ster boss in Doorway to Hell 
( 1 930), a monumental piece of 
miscasting. (James Cagney's 
presence in the cast, as one of 
Ayres's henchmen, only made 
the boyishly innocent Ayres 
look more incongruous.) He 
made over 20 films, mostly rou- 
tine hire that slowly eroded his 
reputation, over the next few 
years, and in 1936 tried direct- 
ing with Hearts in Bondage, 
which was not a success. Now 
starring in B-movies, he told a 
reporter, “Hollywood, quick to 
acclaim, soon washed its bands 
of me - and the snubs you get 
sliding down aren't nearly as 
pleasant as the smiles going up." 

He was given his first good 
role in years when George 
Cukor offered him the part of 
Katharine Hepburn's brother in 
Holiday (1938), a beautiful 
screen adaptation of Philip Bar- 
ty's play and one of the finest 
of Thirties comedy-dramas. 
Ayres, who confessed to having 
“coasted" through many of his 
previous roles, made his role as 
a young alcoholic socialite wist- 
fully endearing, though the film 
belonged to its stars Hepburn 
and Cary GranL 

The same year MGM cast 
Ayres in the title-role of a B- 
picture. Young Doctor Kildare, 
as an intern working under the 
guidance and watchful eye of el- 
derly Dr Gillespie (Lionel Bar- 
rymore)- A great hit, the film 
started a senes, and Ayres was 
working on his 10th when he 
was drafted to serve in the Sec- 
ond World War and he refused 
combat duty on religious 
grounds. 

His career seemed over. 
Louis B. Mayer fired him and 
re-shot his scenes with Philip 
Dorn. Exhibitors refused to 
book films in which he ap- 
peared, pickets appeared outside 
cinemas that tried to show the 
Kildare films, and Variety called 
him “a disgrace to the industry*. 

After working in a labour 
camp. Ayres volunteered for 
non-combatant duties and 
served on the battlefront as a 
medic and chaplain's aide. 



Though he had decided to re- 
tire from movies, he changed his 
mind while overseas. “I realised 
how important movies are to the 
lives of so many people," he said. 

Restored to favour, he 
starred opposite Olivia De 
Havilland in Robert Siodmak's 
The Dark Mirror ( 1946), but lat- 
er confessed dissatisfaction with 
his work. "As a psychiatrist in- 
vestigating twin sisters, one of 
whom is a murderer. 1 played 
it too lightly. My character 
should have struggled and 
sweated more. I did too much 
smiling.” 

In Vincent Sherman's The 
Unfaithful (1947), a splendid 
melodrama that effectively re- 
worked Maugham's The Letter 
to deal with the subject of 
wartime infidelity, he was a 
lawyer who defends Ann Sheri- 
dan on a charge of murder and 
also tries to salvage her mar- 
riage to a returning soldier. 
Zachary ScoiL 

His next film, Johnny Belin- 
da ( 1948). won him a Best Ac- 
tor Oscar nomination for his 
sincere portray al of a doctor 
who teaches a deaf and dumb 
Jane Wyman how to commu- 
nicate, (hough Ayres was not 


happy with Jean Negulcsco as 
director. “He was artistic and 
veiy extroverted, but none of us 
felt he was on target with the 
characterisations, so the actors 
became Iheir own directors. 
Jane. Charles Bickford, Agnes 
Moorehead and myself re- 
spected each other's opinions, 
so after Jane and 1 did a scene 
we'd look at Charles and Agnes. 
If they nodded, we would pro- 
ceed: if they shook iheir heads, 
we d do the scene again." 

With roles once again be- 
coming scarce, he embarked on 
a world tour in 1954 to compile 
a documentary. Altars of the 
East, which he wrote, produced, 
narrated and financed. A prob- 
ing of the frontiers of faith, it 
started a decade’s study of com- 
parative religion (“the most 
meaningful thing I have ever 
done”) and production of several 
documentaries on the world's re- 
ligions. In 1957 he -was appoint- 
ed hy the Secretary of Slate, John 
Foster Dulles, to servo a three- 
year term on the US National 
Committee for Unesco. 

Returning to acting as a char- 
acter player, he was a frequent 
performer in television plays 
and movies, plus occasional 


big-scrcen roles, among them 
Advise and Consent (1962), Bat- 
tle for the Planet of the Apes 
(1973) and Damien - Omen II 
( 1978). “I still act occasionally," 
he said recently, "but I’m in my 
eighties and have never had my 
face lifted, so there aren’t a lot 
of roles." 

Two early marriages were 
unsuccessful - to Lola Lane 
(1931-33) and Ginger Rogers 
( 1933-40) - but in 1964 he mar- 
ried an Englishwoman. Diana 
Hall and the day before his 60th 
birthday she gave birth to their 
son, Justin. 

“If I were young again," 
Ayres said, “I don't think I’d be 
an actor. I’ve met some won- 
derful people, and it made 
many things possible for me, but 
if 1 had it all to do over again, 
my field would be philosophy." 

Tom Vdlance 

Lewis Frederick Ayre ( Lew 
Ayres), actor bom Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 28 December 1908; 
married 1931 Lola Lane (mar- 
riage dissolved 1933), 1933 Gin- 
ger Rogers (marriage dissohed 
1940). 1964 Diana Hall (one 
son): died Los Angeles 30 
December 1996. 


Professor James Cross 


James Cross was one of the 
great Anglo-Saxon scholars of 
his generation. For 20 years he 
was Baines Professor of English 
Language at Liverpool Uni- 
versity, but continued an active 
research career after his 
retirement in 1985. 

He had a wide range of 
scholarly interests in the early 
period, from Okl Swedish to late 
Middle English literature, but 
his principal contribution was in 
the study of what might be 
called the intellectual under- 
pinning of Anglo-Saxon writing: 
the use of motifs fiom Isidore, 
images from St Augustine, ex- 
otic details from neglected Irish 
Latin writers. He was an inde- 
fatigable researcher who could 
never believe that others might 
not share his boundless enthu- 
siasm for the latest discovery, 
and would daily arrive in the se- 
nior common room in Liverpool 
to tell of the significant reading 
which would trace a detail to this 
authority rather than another. 

The channels by which 
knowledge passed in the early 
Middle Ages were a particular 
passion with him. His forte was 
not the massive scholarly book, 
decades in the making, but the 
short article or monograph that 
was almost work in progress, 
turned out at the rate of three 
or four a year and with the ink 
barely dry: editors became used 
to Cross’s need to rewrite in 
proof because be had continued 
to turn up new evidence since 
submitting an article. His dis- 
coveries were always provi- 
sional because' he worked with 
material that had seldom been 
investigated, and there was no 
false embarrassment about re- 
turning to a subject and ac- 
knowledging that an earlier 
piece had been overtaken by his 
own subsequent research. 

In his early years be worked 
on identifying the influence of 
leading patristic authors and 
themes on Anglo-Saxon poet- 
ry; but increasingly his interest 
turned to prose -and to the in- 
fluence of lesser-known Latin 
texts or particular versions of 
them known in England. He 
made a major contribution to 
the understanding of Lhe 
sources for /Elfnc of Eynsham's 
work, and more recently pro- 
duced a series of studies which 
demonstrated the range of 
learning which lay behind the 
ninth-century text the Old Eng- 
lish Martyrohgy. A particular in- 
terest of recent years was the 
influence of little-known Irish 
writing on the Anglo-Saxons. 

Cross was born in 1920 in the 
Forest of Dean, and went to 
Bristol University in 1938. Af- 
ter Second World War service 
in North Africa and Europe, he 
returned to Bristol and gradu- 
ated in 1947, with first class ho- 
nours in English. A further 
year at Bristol studying for the 
Diploma in Education was fol- 


lowed by two years in Sweden, 
tparhmg at Lund University, 
and he men returned to Bristol 
as a lecturer in En g l i sh , being 
promoted to Reader in 1962 
(a year which also saw his 
award of a doctorate by Lund 
University for his collected 
publications). 

Then in 1965 he became 
Baines Professor of English 
Language at Liverpool Uni- 
versity. in succession to Sime- 
on Potter. There, as head of the 
En glish Language department, 
he worked in mostly amicable 
partnership with the head of the 
English Literature department. 
Kenneth Muir, and subse- 
quently negotiated fee combi- 
nation of fee two departments 
with Muir's successor, Philip 
Edwards. He was passionately 
committed to fee work of the 
Language department in aO its 
manifestations, determined to 
encourage appointments in Old 
Norse and Linguistics as weD as 
fee mainstream activities in 
Old En glish and Middle Eng- 
lish. He tanght Old English 
and Chaucer with particular 
enthusiasm, and had an un- 
shakeable belief in fee impor- 
tance of encouraging the young- 

As a head of department be 
was generous and positive, es- 
pecially in encouraging re- 
search, and widely trusted as a 
fair and honest university ad- 
ministrator who always spoke 
his mind - even if at times it oc- 
curred to him afterwards that it 
might have been better not to. 

Liverpool offered few op- 
portunities for Gross to build up 
a significant research school, 
and his impact might have been 
greater if he had found himself 
working in a larger research 
■community. But he compen- 
sated by his own assiduous 
participation in international 
projects and conferences, and 
by his enthusiasm for enlisting 
colleagues in collaborative ven- 
tures. The verbatim transcript 
of discussion at the Toronto 
meeting which launched the 
new Old English Dictionary in 
1971, subsequently published in 
the proceedings, includes a 
delightful record of Cross's 
interventions, aperqus, and 
though ts-in-progress. 

More recently he played an 
important part in the early de- 
velopment of twin projects on 
the ioter-relationsbips of Anglo- 
Saxon writings and their Latin 
antecedents - the American- 
based project. Sources for 
Anglo-Saxon Literary Culture, 
and the British-based Forties 
Anglo- Saxonid. In 1982 he pro- 
duced in collaboration wife 
Tbm Hill of Cornell University 
an edition of two esoteric col- 
lections of Anglo-Saxon lore, 
Solomon and Saturn and Adri- 
an and RUheus, with voluminous 
commentary on sources and 
analogues for the stranger de- 
tails, and in fee same year, this 


rime in collaboration wife Joyce 
Bazire of his own department, 
an edition of anonymous Old 

Wife retirement, in 198S, he 
became a full-time researcher 
and his output increased fur- 
ther. in 1987 he published an 
analysis and partial edition of 
a Latin ho miliary preserved in 
a Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge manuscript, whose im- 
portance as a source-collection 
for anonymous Old English 
ho mili es he had been fee first 
to identify. In 1993 he produced, 
in collaboration wife Jennifer 
Morrish Iboberg. a facsimile 
edition of a Copenhagen man- 
uscript containing a range of 
tgrfg associated with Archbish- 
op Wulfstan. A month before 
his death he published an edi- 
tion of two more anonymous 
Old English texts wife their 
manuscript sources, having 
identified for fee first time fee 
actual manuscript of a Latin 
source used by an Anglo- 
Saxon writer. And he was 
working on another important 



Cross: boumBess enthusiasm 

collection of Anglo-Saxon texts 
when he died 

His distinction and achieve- 
ments were increasingly recog- 
nised abroad: in 1996 he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate 
hy the University of Jaume in 
Spain, and the International 
Congress of Medieval Studies 
at Kalamazoo included a 
symposium in his honour. 

Jimmy Cross owed much to 
the support of his wife, Joyce, 
and his excursions were in re- 
cent years restricted by his con- 
cerns over her own ill-health; 
but with her encouragement he 
continued the total commit- 
ment to research in Anglo- 
Saxon literature and learning 
which had marked the whole of 
his career. 

Malcolm Godden 

James Edwin Cross, Anglo- 
Saxon scholar bom Forest of 
Dean, Gloucestershire 20 July 
1920; Baines Professor of English 
Language, Liverpool University 
1965-85 (Emeritus); married 
1944 Joyce Bower (one son. one 
daughter); died Birkenhead, 
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Soon after the Berlin Will was 
built in 196J, Kurt Scharf, Bish- 
op of the United Protestant 
Church of the Province of 
Beriin-Brandenburg. was ex- 
iled by the East German gov- 
.- emmcnlto Wesi Berlin, where 
he remained as a bishop of great 
distinction. The Communist 
. rulers could not stomach this 
. straight-talking churchman with 
a passionate commitment to 
. human rights. 

The eastern part of the 
Province was thereby forced to 
find a new leader and no doubt 
wise lo elect, in Albrecht Schon- 
herr. an astute diplomat to steer 
the Church through the next 20 
turbulent years. He was no fel- 
low traveller, no apologist for 
Honecker's Soviet satellite, but 
with him discretion proved to be 
fee better pan of valour. His 
skilful diplomacy assured fee 
. Church not only of survival but 
of a higher public profile than 
many had thought possible. 

But by 1 981. when Schonherr 
retired, the mood had changed. 
All the hopes of real reform had 
, come to nothing. The signs of 
stagnation and decay were in- 
creasingly obvious, though no 
one could predict that Cora- 
. munist power would not outlast 
the decade. What the Church 
now wanted was an outspoken 
leader more like Kurt Scharf. 

. In Gottfried Forck they 


found him: unassuming, 

undiplomatic, no careful tac- 
tician, but a deeply believing 
liberal evangelical with an 
unswerving commitment to a 
more just society. He did not 
stand on ceremony and was 
never to be seen in the frock 
coat and winged collar of a 
traditional Lutheran bishop. 

He was no uncritical admir- 
er of the West; his heart was 
with the grassroots dissidents 
who dreamed of a radically re- 
formed East Germany, when 
their leaders went to prison, he 
was the first to spring to iheir 
defence. In appointing as his 
personal assistant Michael Pas- 
saucr. for many years the trust- 
ed pastor to East Berlin's angiy 
young Christians, he left no one 
in any doubt as to whose side 
he was on. So trusted was he by 
fee democratic opposition Who. 
before German unification, 
were to become East Germany’s 
first and only freely elected 
government, that he was offered 
fee post of State President. He 
turned it down; the post was left 
unfilled. Forck was a priest, 
not a politician: an East Ger- 
man Tutu, though without the 
flamboyant charisma. 

Born in 1923 in Hmenau in 
the Province of Thuringia, the 
heartland of Lutheran tradition, 
a parson’s son, he grew up in 
Hamburg, was drafted into the 


Bishop Gottfried Forck 


navy and. as an officer, became 
an American prisoner of war. 
Released in 1947, he read The- 
ology in West Germany at 
Bethel and Heidelberg, where 
he gained a doctorate in 1956. 
By this time he had already vol- 
unteered for the much harder 
life of fee EasL 

His first post was as chaplain 
to East Berlin Universify. After 
that came parish ministry, fol- 
lowed hy nine years as head of 
a theological college and a fur- 
ther eight as Assistant Bishop 
(Superintendent-General) of 
the Cottbus region. It was with 
some reluctance that he al- 
lowed his name lo go forward 
for what was. in effect, fee most 
important bishopric in the coun- 
try. His quiet good-humour 
notwithstanding, he never 
ceased to sec this task as a heavy 
burden. He bore it wife grace, 
but as life in East Germany 
became ever more intolerable, 
with increasing impatience. He 
did not hide his anger. 

Young Christians were in re- 
volt against East German mil- 
itarism. The police pulled them 
in for wearing "swords to 
ploughshares" badges and 
threatened them with expulsion 
from school. So Forck walked 
to his office with the offensive 
badge on his briefcase. The 
police backed down. They no 
longer had the self-confidence 



An East German Tutu: Forck (right) wife Archbishop German (left), at fee Russian Orthodox Church, 
and fee Bishop of Coventry, the Right Rev Simon Barrington- Ward, In Berlin in 1993 


lo arrest the Bishop of 3erlin 
or to cxjwl him like Kurt Scharf. 
When, in 1987. a number of 
prominent dissidents were ar- 
rested he used all his influence 
lo save i hem from a long sen- 
tence or- what they feared most 
- exile to West Germany. In 
three cases he asked me, might 
not the Church of England in- 
vite them for a period of study 
in Britain? This the Communist 


authorities might accept and 
give them fee right to return. 
And that is what happened. One 
of them, who studied for a 
year in Cambridge, is now a 
Member of Parliament in Bonn. 

At a meeting of his trusted 
Catholic and Protestant friends 
in Michael Passauer's flat a few 
months before the wall came 
down (I had the privilege (o be 
present as the only foreign 


guest), he openly stated feat 
critical solidarity with fee sta- 
tus quo was no longer a legiti- 
mate Christian option. Before 
most others, he had read the 
writing on the wall. Had his 
words reached the Stasi, he 
might still have faced a charge 
of treason. He knowingly took 
that risk. 

Gottfried Forck had de- 
plored the exodus of East Ger- 


mans to West Germany and cas- 
tigated Bonn for encouraging it, 
but at the same time, charac- 
teristically, defended their right 
to go, a right denied by the very 
existence of fee Berlin W&U. De- 
spite all that, Forck was not by 
nature a political bishop. It 
was his pastoral care for people, 
his perceived duty as a bisbop 
that drove him to make many 
a stand. 

U was equally characteristic 
that when the peaceful revolu- 
tion succeeded and the Com- 
munist Party chief Honecker 
was imprisoned and then re- 
leased because he was too ill to 
stand trial, Forck provided him 
with refuge in a church home. 
He pleaded feat the officers of 
the Stasi who had so often 
made his life a misery, should 
now be treated with generosi- 
ty and not revenge. He showed 
no trace of bitterness. 

And he continued to defend 
East German interests in the face 
of what now felt like an insensi- 
tive takeover by the West- Many 
of the values the Church had 
fought for in the East were now 
threatened, he feared, by the 
worship of fee new golden calf, 
the all-powerful Deutschmark. 

His personal life had been 
happy and fulfilled. Of his five 
children four are musicians, 
reflecting Gottfried Forck’s 
own love of music His first wife 


died in 1988. On his retirement 
in 1991 he moved to the small 
town of Rheinsberg, of literary 
fame, and married fee local par- 
son, the Pastorin, a former 
pupil, and until cancer laid him 
low he worked happily as her 
honorary curate. He was more 
in his element there than in the 
world of great affairs to which 
he had contributed so richly. 

My last meeting with Gott- 
fried Forck was on his last hol- 
iday, a visit to London this 
summer with his young wife to 
visit one of his musical children. 
He was at his happiest at a 
candle-lit concert at St Martin- 
in-the- Fields. On one of Lon- 
don's rare Mediterranean 
nights we then sat until well af- 
ter midnight in Covent Garden 
Market, charmed by French 
waitresses and animated by 
French wine. That is how I shall 
remember him. 

Paul Oestreicher 

Gottfried Forck, pastor, bom II- 
merum. Tluoingia 6 October 1923: 
Chaplain, East Berlin Univerity 
1954-59; Principal, Brandenburg 
Theological Seminary 1963-72; 
Superintendent- General Cottbus 
1973-81; Bishop of (East) Beriin- 
Brandenburg 1981-91; married 
1956 Renatc Falkeruoth (died 
19S8; three sons, two daughters), 
1 991 Beatrix Zastrow; died 
Rheinsberg 24 December 1996. 
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DEATHS 

LJNDSEV RENTON: Blanche Rn { nec 

• Auld). On 28 December 19%. at 
Gloucester House Nursing Home. 
Suvvnoakb. Kent. Blanche Lindsey- 
Kcnton. aged IMS years, widow of lhe 
late George Henry Lindsey- Remon. 
of “Down”. Reigalc. Surrey. Funeral 
Service to be held at Emmanuel 
Church. Sidlcwvhridgs. auar RcLcatc. 
Friday III January, 1 1.30am. No flow- 
ers. douai ions preferred lo: The Roy- 
al London Hospital League of 
Nurse.. Central Oflku. The Raya/ 
London Hospital. Whitechapel Road. 
London El IBB. Enquiries. Slone - 
man Funeral Service. 1)1737 " 7 63456. 

MONKS: Neale Cameron Stewart, of 
Bcrkhamsted. Suddenly, on 27 De- 
cember. aged 5U years. Beloved hus- 
band of Valerie, lather of Pari&a and 
Neale junior, hroihcr of Judy Duhaoie 
and David Monks. Funeral service on 
Wednesday S January at 10am at Si 
Peter’s Church. Berkharasted. Hert- 
fordshire. followed by private cre- 
mation. Donations in lieu of flowers 
please ro SENSE. National Deaf- 
Blind jud Rubella Association 
I founded bv parents nl deaf-blind chd- 

dien). I l-ij Clifton Terrace. Finsbury 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 

Park, London N4 3SR. Enquiries to 
J. Worlcv (Funeral Directors) Lid. 
telephone 01442 S7U326. 

Announcements for Gazette BDtTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries, la 
Memorum] i should be sent In wilting 
to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Whart Lon- 
don E14 SDL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24- ho nr answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or Bind to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
notmcfmetits (notices, factions. Ftwth- 
cominR marriages. Marrhgest most be 
submitted in writing (or faxed) and are 
charged nt £10 a line. VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Dr Jack Birks, former managing di- 
rector of BP. 77: Mr AJisicr Camp- 
bell, rugby player, 57; Lord Coteyiu 
denial surgeon and jazz trumpeter. 
55; Miss Valentina Cortcse, actress, 
73: Sir James Crane, former Chief In- 
spector of Constabulary. ?t>; Mrs 
Christine Crawley, MEP, 47; Mr 
Richard Gibson, actor. 42; Baroness 
Lloyd of Highbury, paediatrician. 69; 
Miss Zena Marshall, actress. 70; Dr 
James Merriman. former chairman. 
National Computing Centre. Nl Mr 
James Moorhouse. MLR 73: Colonel 
Patrick Foncous VC. 79; Lord Kings- 
land (Sir Christopher Prout OCj. for- 
mer MEP. 55; Professor Ralph 
Raphael, organic chemist, 76: Mr 
LauTuncc Rowe. West Indies criek- 
eler, 4& Mr J.D. Salinger, author. 78: 
Lord Swansea, marksman. 72. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Lorenzo de Medici, states- 
man, 1440; ftiul Revere, silversmith 
and American hero. 1735: Maria 


Edgeworth, novelist. 1767; Francis 
Euvrlon, Earl of Ellesmere, states- 
man and poeu 1800; Arthur Hugh 
Clough, poet, IS 19; Ouida (Marie 
Louise de la Ramee). novelist, ]S3*J; 
Sir James George Frazer, anthro- 
pologist. IS54; Baron Pierre de Cou- 
hertin, educator and sportsman. 
1863; William Fox (Wilhelm Fried), 
movie moguL 1879; Edward Morgan 
Pursier, novelist. 1879; Alfred Ernest 
Jones, psychoanalyst. 1879: Charles 
Bickford, actor, 1889; Marlin 
Nicmollcr. anti-Nazi German priest. 
1892: John Edgar Hoover, director 
of the FBI. 1895; Dana Andrews 
(Carver Daniel Andrews), actor. 
1909; Harold Adrian Russell "Kim*’ 
Pliilby. former Foreign Office official 
and defector. 1912: Joe Orton (John 
Kingsley Orton), playwright, 1933. 
Deaths: Louis XII, King of France. 
1515: James Francis Edward Stuart, 
lhe Old Pretender, 1766; Heinrich 
Rudolph Hertz, physicist. 1894; Sir 
Francis Camithcrs Gould, cartoon- 
isL 1925: Jakob Wtsscrraan. novel- 
ist. 1934; Sir Edwin Landseer 


Lutyens, architect, 1944; Maurice 
Chevalier, entertainer and aclor. 
1972; Hephzibah Menuhin, pianist, 
1981; Lord David Cecil, author. 
1986; Lafayette Ronald Hubbard 
{L. Ron Hubbard). sdcDce-Gction 
writer and propounder of Scientol- 
ogy. 1986; Cesar Romero (Caesar 
Julius Romero), actor, 1994. On 
this day: the Portuguese captain 
Concah'cs entered the bay of Rio de 
Janeiro, 1502: the Gregorian calen- 
dar was introduced into Switzerland 
and German states. 1583; Charles U 
was crowned King of Scots at Scone. 
1651: the Grsl issue of the Drift Uni- 
ivrsal Fegisitr f later the Times) ap- 
peared, 1785; the Act of Union 
between Great Britain and Ireland 
come inlohcing. 1801: Haiti declared 
her independence of France, 1804; 
the importation of slaves into the 
United States was forbidden, 1808: 
Britain proclaimed sovereignty over 

the Falkland Islands, 1853; the name 
of Vim Diemen's Land was changed 
to lastnania. 1856: London was di- 
vided into 10 postal districts, 1858: 


Queen Victoria was proclaimed Em- 
press of rodia, 1877; the first postal 
orders were issued In Great Britain, 
1881; the electric chair was adopted 
in New York for capital punish- 
ment, 1889; fee Manchester Ship 
Canal opened, 1894; the Common- 
wealth of Australia was set up, 1901; 
in Britain, people of 70 and over be- 
came eligible for old age pensions, 
1909; Labour exchanges came into 
operation, 1910; the British tdepbooc 
service passed into the control of the 
Post OfGcc, 1912: the British Board 
or Film Censors was given powers to 
operate. 1913; a strike ofLondon taxi 
drivers began. 1913; the Union of So- 
viet Socialist Republics was estab- 
lished, 1923: the capital of Norway, 
known as Christiania, resumed the 
name of Oslo, 1925; coalmines in 
Britain were nationalised, 1947; 
British railways were nationalised, 
1948; lhe European Economic Com- 
munity came into being, 1958; the 
Cam croons became independent, 
I960; Western Samoa became inde- 
pendent. 1962; the Foreign and 


Commonwealth offices were amal- 
gamated to form the Diplomatic 
Service. 1965: Great Britain, the 
Irish Republic and De nmar k joined 
(he EEC, 1973; UK fishing limits 
were extended to 200 miles around 
the British coast, 1977. Today is 
New Year's Day and the Feast Day 
of St Almachius or Telcmachus, St 
Clarus, St Coticordius of Spolclo. St 
Eugcndusor Oyend, St Euphrosyne, 
St Felix of Bourges, St Fulgentius of 
Ruspc. St Mochua or Cuan. St Odi- 
lo. St Peter of Anna and St William 
of Saint Bcnignus. 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
England: 


tAmonouih). 

The Rev Inna Flm-imc. Keel 
Bulphan and Horrid, .n <hi if* 
kirdL lu he Hrioj-in-ch, rn . . 

I Chester). 


The Rev Jaapik- I rtmf r^npn- Chclnwford 
Cathedra! iChdrastoid); to be War. Bridge- 
maiy Si Maiiheiv fPortanondil 
The Rct Pticr Kelly. Vicar, SsOaiy St Mar- 
pro-- io be Pricsl-irMdnip. Swwmwc St 
Uamubas I Pnctsmouib). 

■Hie Rev Dr Michad Morph* v »« r - L" 1 *- 
di-iulcn with Luddeoden fijoc(W*kefieW):tD 
he View. Coifiridge with HaW *** 1 New* 
Hall (NcwcawJcL 

Rev David Robn*em.Priea*< i » J P 1 - 
gonvcuni Hninwnnh ^ Rr^HJUpMO be Vie- 
ar. Bram hope fRipnn). 

The Rev Kelvin Shihrock, Cura)c ' 

KtodenniMcr St John and ft# InwcenK 
te be team vicar in ibe KiddeJ■w* e, Wes* 
Team MiuiMn with special respoosibfltfY foe 
Birchen Ciippice Si fteicr (Wnteso')- 
pie Rev Adrian Sullivan. P i fc* «* * «rijc. 7 hE 
Manlen Hdl Group: 10 be »n*I Dcan 
of Bnlinghmk* (Lincoln). 

Resignations m* retirements 

The Rev Roy Kingston, priol-in-diarse. 
Hamhledon SS Peter and Paul (Nmsmomhfc 
to retire 27 April |W7 


Changing of the Guard 
Thu Household Cavalry mount! the 
Queen's Life Guard at Sbxsc Guards. 
J lam: and the Queen's GtJSnl at Sw* - 
Ingham Palace, 1 130am. 
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Markets and pound end year on high note 


Magnus Grimond 

Markets ended the year on a 
? ote y^terday, with the 
pound reaching levels not seen 
since Black Wednesday four 

Years 300 and fha PTVP 1 HA - 



— w tvigiux Up 

W another record close. The 
Pootoe wgJed_ 2J5 points ahead 
at 4.1 1 8 J, giving a gain for the 
year of some Il.fi per cenL 
hi thin trading sterling broke 
through the psychologically im- 
portant $1.70 barrier to settle 
nearly two cents up at $1.71, a 
rare not seen since September 
199- after the UK was forced 
out of the European Monetary 
System. It was a similar story 
against the German mark, with 
the pound's half-pfennig rise to 
2-63b5 taking it above previous 


peaks reached over the last 
four years. 

Analysts said the currency 
was being driven by hopes of a 
further interest rate rise in Jan- 
uary. Expectations that money 


FTSE 100 index 
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rates could go up later this 
month were melled by further 
signs of the continuing pick-up 
in die UK economy, with strong 
mortgage lending figures for 
November and what was de- 
scribed as “pretty robust” 
money supply data for the week 
before Christmas. 

The British Bankers' Associ- 
ation said approvals for new 
lending had dipped by 6 per cent 
between October and Novem- 
ber, half the rate recorded in the 
same period of last year. Mean- 
while. gross lending actually 
made in the month at £2.67bn 
was fractionally ahead of the al- 
ready strong figure for October. 

Analysts said foreign cur- 
rency investors were being 
drawn to the UK as one of the 
only countries around the world 


where the irendin raoDey costs 
is upwards. But they warned 
that the limited Lrading meant 
too much should not be read 
into the year-end exuberance. 

Chris Throer of Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd said: “It is a very 
thin market and there is not 
much trading going on. Really 
it is just a continuation of what 
we have seen over the past week 
or so as people look forward to 
a rate rise early in the new year.” 

The recent weakness of the 
yen was a contributory factor, 
he said. Japanese investors were 
increasingly looking for higher 
returns outside Japan, accord- 
ing to Mr Umier. with the UK 
the only major country where an 
imminent rale rise is expected. 

Robert Prior of HSBC James 
Capel said there was nothing 


particularly new yesterday, 
although the strong MO and 
lending figures lent support to 
the interest rate story. Most peo- 
ple were discounting a rise in 
January, possibly after the next 
meeting between Bank of Eng- 
land Governor Eddie George 
and the Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, on 15 January. 

Equities shrugged aside the 
possible impact of a stronger 
pound on overseas earnings to 
notch up its fifth closing high of 
December. The near-12 per 
cent gain defied many sceptics 
at the beginning of i996 who 
suggested the market would 
be largely unchanged during the 
year. But the near-12 per cent 
gain was well below the 20 per 
cent recorded the previous year 
and came nowhere near the 


record 35 per cent performance 
of 1989. And with only 203 mil- 
lion shares traded in a truncat- 
ed half-day session which 
missed an early morning fall on 
Wfcll Street, the few dealers at 
their desks warned yesterday 
that the strong showing should 
not necessarily be taken as a 
pointer to next year's perfor- 
mance. 

Robert Buck! and of HSBC 
James Capel described the mar- 
ket as “very dull", with no real 
change in direction. “It is very 
difficult to find any signal or 
lead. There are not loads of 
fund managers saving, ‘This 
stock is very cheap' and others 
saying: ‘No they're not, have 
mine’.” He is forecasting only 
a modest increase in the main 
index to 4,400 for this year. 


Technical factors played their 
part in yesterdays rise, which 
came on the back of the expiry 
of so-called FTSE 100 index 
“flex options", which are dealt 
in over the counter. 


£ soars against $ 



.•91-92 96* 


BA poised to offer 
Heathrow landing 
slots - at a price 


The last set of economic sta- 
tistics from the old year added 
to the warm sentiment yester- 
day. The 6 per cent fall in the 
number of new’ mortgages ap- 
proved left a total of 40,259 for 
November, worth £2JS58m, but 
this was onfv half the seasonal 
fall recorded in November 
1995. “This points to a general 
and sustainable strengthening of 
the whole market," according to 
Tun Sweeney the director-een- 
eral of Lhe BBA. 

The BBA includes eight of 
me 20 biggest mortgage lenders 
and the complete mortgage fig- 
ures due on Friday are expect- 
ed to show the level of 
mortgage lending has acceler- 
ated steadily since April 1996 
and is now running almost 5 per 
cent higher than a year ago. 


Michael Harrison 

British Airways is set to accept 
the conditions imposed by the 
Office of Fair Trading on its al- 
liance with American Airlines 
by offering take-off and land- 
ing slots at Heathrow to rival 
carriers. 

• However, BA will insist that 
it should be allowed to sell the 
slots rather than being forced 
to surrender them without any 
financial gain. 

The airline's formal re- 
sponse to the OFT is due to be 
submitted early next week 
ahead of the 10 January dead- 
line set down for replies. Other 
carriers, notably United Air- 
lines and Richard Branson’s 
Virgin Atlantic, will argue 
strongly that the OFTs con- 
ditions do noi go far enough, 
allowing BA to strengthen still 
further its dominance at 
Heathrow. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, announced 
last month that he would hot 
refer the tie-up to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission provided BA and AA 
released 168 slots a week to 
other airlines wanting to op- 
erate transatlantic services. 

Initial estimates suggest the 
riots could fetch up to £180m. 
A BA spokesman said: “We 
don't see any justification for 
simply relinquishing these 
slots. No other transatlantic al- 
liance has been asked to do so 
and rhey have a for greater 
share of slots at their bub air- 


ports than we do. Lufthansa, 
for instance, controls 60 per 
cent of slots at Frankfurt. If we 
have to release slots we will 
look for suitable payment from 
whoever takes them over.'’ 
The European Commission 
is due to publish guidelines 
shortly on how airport riots 
might be freely traded. How- 
ever, there appears to be a split 



Richard Branson: Opposes 
conditions imposed by OFT 

in Brussels over the desirabil- 
ity of slot trading with the 
Transport Commissioner, NeU 
Bannock, supporting the move 
and the Competition Com- 
missioner, Karel \fen Miert, 
being less enthusiastic. 

In tandem with UK govern- 
ment approval for the alliance. 
BA ana AA are about to seek 
clearance from the US Justice 
Department and US Depart- 
ment of Transportation. The 
BA spokesman said a formal 


application for approval would 
be submitted to me two gov- 
ernment agencies early in die 
new year. The aim is to begin 
operating the alliance formally 
in the spring. 

Separately, BA sources 
poured scorn on reports from 
Taiwan that it was preparing to 
pay £120m for a 16 per cent 
stake in China Airlines. 

According to local newspa- 
per reports in Taipei. BA has 
shown a keen interest in ac- 
quiring a stake from the China 
Aviation Development Foun- 
dation. which owns S2 per cent 
of the airline. 

A BA spokesman in London 
said it was not the company’s 
policy to comment on rumours 
and speculation about possible 
alliances or investments. But 
other aviation sources said 
there was not a lot in the re- 
ports from Taiwan. 

The Hong Kong-based in- 
vestment bank Wheelock 
NatWesl has been commis- 
sioned to advise on the share 
sale and is thought to have ap- 
proached a number of Euro- 
pean airlines. But no serious 
disenssions have taken place 
and the deal to bring foreign in- 
vestment into China Airlines is 
not expected to be concluded 
until later in 1997. 

BA’s existing alliances are 
with Qantas. Deutsche BA, 
TAT and Air Liberte, which it 
took formal control of on Mon- 
day. BA has made no secret of 
its’ desire to find a partner in 
the Pacific Rim. 



Changed alliances: Sir Colin Marshall gave unexpected support to the Labour Party 


Photograph: David Rose 


Concorde eradicates the tobacco habit 


Pop stars, movie moguls and 
business tycoons flying Con- 
corde across the Atlantic have 
lit up for the very last time. 
From today, smoking is being 
banned on the three-and-a- 
half boor Bight from London 
to New York as part of British 
Airways' drive to weed out to- 
bacco on nearly all its services, 
wiles Michael Harrison. 

A spokesman said that re- 
action to its existing smoking 
bans bad been overwhelmingly 


favourable and he saw no rea- 
son why the response from 
Concorde passengers, paying 
£6,000 a bead for a return 
trip, would be any different 
Concorde seats 100 passen- 
gers and of late the number of 
rows allocated to smokers has 
been in decline. Among its 
most regular customers are 
Sir David Frost and Michael 
Jackson, neither or whom 
smoke. But the next time Ed- 
die George, the chain-smoking 


Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, needs to get across the At- 
lantic in a hurry be wiB find not 
a single BA service that lets him 
light up. 

Smoking is already banned 
on 750 BA flights and from to- 
day a farther 350 destinations 
are being added to the list so 
that 90 per cent of BA services 
will be smoke-free. 

Tobacco has slowly been 
eradicated from the BA net- 
work since the airline first in- 


troduced non-smoking trials in 
the UK in 1988. The few re- 
maining routes on which it is 
still allowed include Spain, 
Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, 
China. Russia, the Ukraine 
and Azerbaijan. 

BA’s chief executive .Bob 
Ayling, a non-smoker, said that 
more than eight in 10 passen- 
gers now requested non-smok- 
ing seats and policy would 
continue to be shaped by its 
customers. 


In Brief 


Companies seek new home as USM shuts 

Just a dozen companies still being traded on the Unlisted Secu- 
rities Market (USM) had failed to find an alternative home when 
the market closed for business for the last time yesterday. At its 
peak in 1989 450 companies were traded. Of the last survivors 
Aberdeen Steak Houses is expected to trade on Ofex, the infor- 
mal trading market sponsored by Stock Exchange market- 
makers JP Jenkins. The way is also still open for the remainder 
to seek a lull listing or a quotation on AIM, the Stock Exchange 
said vesterday. But it emerged yesterday that Greenwich Com- 
munications, a loss-making business which supplies .satellite tele- 
vision in Portugal and has property assets in the UK had applied 
for a full lixiing and has been turned down. 

Investors handed a stake in Sooty 

Investors in Guinness Flight CJpiiriThtri^ou^stake 

in Sootv the glove puppet The fond has invested £7o0,000 into 
hehSL- company which owns the two Sooty businesses and 
Sd intellectual property rights. The utvestment means 
SKwn- ins a 33 tier cent stake. The fund’s strategy is to ex- 
StfSoU poientMin film and merchandising-^ first episode 
ofa new cartoon series will be screened on 1TV next week. 

Toulmin resigns from United News & Media 

MMnel Tuilmin has resigned as a director of .U nited N ews & 
- rhe move follows the appointment to the beard earlier 
Media. Th <- h Grabiner who new has executive respon- 
newspapers. Mr Toulmintos represented 

ahthw for all me gn F ^aiJKadv^rtising publications on the 
the chairman of United Provincial 

and Yorkshire Post newspapers. 

Bids to manage Telstra privatisation 

The Ausir-di^n 

for the 'h‘ rjm ?£ lSwSruatioDS carrier. Telstra. Sub- 
privarsaiion of the nan ^ lolgsst privatisation 

Asjiquay criticises UK Estates’ purchase 

Ashquuv. lhe ™ *>' ^ 

Sir Christopher steps down from Costam 

Custom cv 


GWR tunes into Radio 
Wyvern with £3.9m bid 


Mathew (foreman 

Media Editor 

GWR. the acquisitive com- 
mercial radio company, has 
launched a recommended 
£3.9m offer for Radio Wyvem, 
the Hereford-based operator, 
just a day after completing the 
purchase of Classic FM, the 
national radio service. 

In order to keep below lim- 
its on radio licence ownership, 
GWR is selling its controlling 

stake in Leicester Sound and an 

11 per cent holding in London 
News Radio to the Daily Mail 
group- It will also sell a number 
of AM licences, including Sev- 
ern Sound. . 

But h wants to keep its Sev- 
ern Sound FM station, which 
overlaps with Wyvern FM’s 

audience area. As a result, it will 

need the approval of the Radio 
Authority under the public 
interest test. GWR said yester- 


day the Authority would rule by 
March. If the decision goes 
against GWR. one of the two 
stations will be wholly or partly 
sold. 

The offer for Radio Wyvern 
is for 755p a share, plus a 
notional interest payment of not 
less than 24p a share. Wyvem 
shareholders can also choose to 
accept 4.1 new GWR shares for 
each Radio Wyvern share, 
worth 769p at GWR’s close 
last night of I87.5p. Those 
electing for the share alterna- 
tive would also receive the 24p 
notional interest payment. 

GWR has received the back- 
ing of directors holding 20 per 
cent of the shares, as well as ir- 
revocable acceptances from 
shareholders speaking for a 
further 37 per cent. 

Radio Wyvem had pre-tax 
profits in the year to Septem- 
ber of £44,910, down from 
£127,938 the year before. GWR 


said the acquisition would be 
earnings-enhanring from next 
year. 

Henry MeaJdn, chairman of 
GWR, said the Radio Wyvem 
would be “a strong geographic 
fit with the group's existing op- 
erations in the surrounding 
area.” 

Sir John Coiterell. chairman 
of Radio Wyvem, said: “We are 
convinced that we should now 
become part of a larger opera- 
tion,” calling GWR “the most 
successful company in UK radio 
broadcasting”. 

GWR has been one of the 
most aggressive companies in 
the commercial radio sector. 
Rebuffed in its attempts to buy 
a New Zealand radio company 
earlier this year, it has concen- 
trated on building its domestic 
base. GWR’s partly owned LNR 
is one of 25 bidders for the last 
remaining London FM licence, 
to be awarded next month. 


Fed chairman 
chooses a bride 


Alan Greenspan, the 70-year- 
old chairman of die US Federal 
Reserve is to many an NBC 
television reporter 20 years his 
junior. Mr Greenspan has an- 
nounced bis engagement to 
Andrea Mitchell and the cou- 
ple plan to get married in the 
new year, a central bank 
spokesman said on Tuesday. 

Known for his cautious steer- 
ing of interest rate policy as 
head of the powerful Fed, Mr 
Greenspan proposed to Ms 
Mitchell on Christmas Day af- 
ter the two had dated for more 
than a decade. 

“We have a huge amount in 
common. It's a really great 
match," he told the Washington 
Post newspaper. Mr Greenspan 
and Ms Mitchell, 50. were both 
married previously. 

Ms Mitchell said that the 
proposal, which came after the 
two had spent Christmas morn- 
ing with friends, was a complete 


surprise. "We came home and 
he said. ‘Do you want a big wed- 
ding or a small wedding?'” she 
recounted. No date has yet 
been set for the nuptials. 

Mr Greenspan, a balding 
American with big round glass- 
es, bas applied the same kmd of 
measured caution to bis matri- 
monial decision as he does to 
US fiscal policy. He has been 
dating Ms Mitchell for 12 years. 

Asked what effect the news 
of their engagement might have 
on WkH Street, Ms Mitchell 
replied: “I hope they wfll not be- 
come irrationally exuberant.” 

Mr Greenspan rocked world 
financial markets earlier this 
month when he said that the 
central bank had to be wary 
when “irrational exuberance" 
infected Wall Street stock 
prices. “How do we know when 
irrational exuberance has un- 
duly escalated asset values?” he 
said. 


No need 
to fear 
Labour, 
says CBI 


Michael Harrison 

The Confederation of British 
Industry let its non-political 
mantle slip in an unexpected 
direction yesterday when its 
president. Sir Colin Marshall, 
conceded that business had 
nothing to fear from a Labour 
government. 

Despite its protestations of 
political neutrality, the em- 
ployers’ organisation has tradi- 
tionally been viewed as a 
natural ally of the Conservative 
Party. So much so that at its last 
annual dinner in May Sir Col- 
in warmly thanked "the guest 
speaker. John Major, saying 
he hoped to be able to invite 
him back in the same capacity 
this year. 

Bui yesterday Sir Colin said 
industry had no reason to fear 
Tony Blair, “so long as the poli- 
cies adopted by the Labour 
Party are not at variance with 
what we believe are the best in- 
terests of the country from a 
business and industry stand- 
point". 

Speaking on BBC Radio 4's 
Today programme he urged 
whoever wins the next election 
not to jeopardise the current 
economic climate. “We are 
looking at the longest sustained 
period of economic growth and 
stability this country has expe- 
rienced in recent memory. We 
are the envy of the major coun- 
tries in Europe ” Sir Colin said, 
suggesting Labour would be 
ill-advised to deviate from pre- 
sent economic policies. 

However, he did not let 
Labour off the hook altogether, 
restating industry’s opposition 
to two of its main policy 
commitments - the introduction 
of the Social Chapter and a 
windfall tax on the privatised 
utilities. 

“We will certainly take to task 
and raise issues with which we 
disagree," he said. “We are not 
in favour of joining the Social 
Chapter in Europe because of 
our concerns at reducing the 
competitiveness of this country 
and the additional bureaucracy 
it will bring about. We are not 
in favour of the imposition of 
windfall taxes because we find 
those discriminatory." 

Sir Colin's views about the 
need for stability were re-in- 
forced by the British Chambers 
of Commerce, which used its 
New Year message to urge that 
there be no sudden changes in 
economic polity. 

Dr Ian Peters, the BCC’s 
deputy director-general, added 
that whoever formed the next 
government had to lake Europe 
and the prospect of a single cur- 
rency seriously by participating 
in negotiations over economic 
and monetary union. Politicians 

should provide fewer soundbites 
and better-informed debate on 
one of the most significant de- 
cisions to face the country. 
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BTR revival continues as Footsie splutters to new high 


FTSE250 

4490.5 


+5.6 


FTSE 350 
2043.8 


+ 1-6 


SEAQ VOLUME 

203m shares, 
17,902 bargains 

Gilts Index 
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Share spotlight 



Has BTR’s long slide from 
grace finally ended - or are the 
shares merely experiencing a 
dead-cat bounce? 

After a traumatic run, with 
the price crashing from 336 - 5 p 
to 230 . 5 p, the shares have en- 
joyed a spited revival and yes- 
terday rose another 3 p to 284 p. 

BTR’s comeback started on 
grey Friday; the bleak De- 
cember day when Footsie was 
at one time down 168.5 points 
after US banking chief AJan 
Greenspan had warned about 
stock markets getting over- 
heated. 

It was. as blue chips slithered 
and slipped, Lhe only Footsie 
constituent to score a gain. 

Its sudden return to favour 
followed a trading statement 
which, far from shovelling the 
expected doom and gloom in 
the direction of shareholders, 
carried a modestly upbeat mes- 
-■'se. 

Ghief executive Ian Strachan 
clearly has a tough job rein- 


venting the sprawling con- 
glomerate. His trading state- 
ment was expected to be a 
torrid examination of the prob- 
lems he was encountering. 

The market had become so 
resigned to BTR remaining in 
a state of deep depression that 
it was happy to embrace any- 
thing sounding remotely pos- 
itive. 

However, Mr Strachan still 
has much to da A return to the 
high-riding days of two years 
ago when the shares topped 
4 U 0 p could still be a long way 
off. 

Indeed Societe G 6 n£rale 
Strauss Turnbull is one of the 
more optimistic followers of 
the shares yet has co nfin ed its 
aspirations to a 300 p March 
large L 

The main beneficiary of the 
BTR revival has been the 
group's 1997 warrants. Down 
to 14 Jjp last month they dosed 
at 33 Jp, up 1 . 75 p. 

Footsie did, after ail, puff 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


and splutter its way to a New 
Year's Eve peak - but it was a 
close-run exercise. The index 
finished at 4 , 1 18 . 5 p points, up 
2 . 8 . Trading was, as expected, 
thin during the half-day session 
and once again most of the ac- 
tion was generated by New 
Year tips and a few fund man- 
agers gently indulging in a tit- 
tle war-end window-dressing. 

The market ignored a little 
hesitancy in New York and the 
various more cautionary ele- 
ments such as interest rates, 
sterling's rampant form and the 
political uncertainty. 

It was as if it was insulated 
from the big wide world and 
was determined to do its own 
thing and end the year, if not 


on a high note, on a reasonably 
positive one. 


During the year Footsie has 
climbed 42 9.2 po ints and the 
supporting FTSE 250 index 
469 . 1 . 

What was left of the old Un- 
listed Securities Market quietly 
disappeared with most of its re- 
maining constituents finding 
homes elsewhere. 

United Biscuits, where there 
has been signs of tentative 
nibbling over the festive seasoa, 
added 23p to 210 p. The shares 
have stru ggl ed from a 196 p low 
last month? 

Modest profit progress 
could be achieved this year but 
it is a return of takeover hopes 
which would offer the shares 


inspiration. But UB has. in a 
takeover sense, suffered so 
many false dawns that tbe 
shares now have little specu- 
lative appeal. 

OQs were supported with the 
current cold soap underpinning 
crude prices. 

The sector, after two take- 
over bids last month, is also 
prone to speculative activity. 
Enterprise Oil was by far the 
best performing oQ share, gain- 
ing lip to 648 Jp. 

Eurotunnel was lowered 
Up to 79 p after an electrical 
fault delayed a Paris-bound Eu- 
rostar train but Airtoors, on re- 
ports of a holiday booking 
surge, climbed 4 p to 81 L 5 p. 

The bio-babes were back in 
form. Biocompatibles In- 
ternational jumped a further 
20 p to 820 p and Peptide Ther- 
apeutics added 172 >p to 230 p. 

Chi ro science rose 13 . 5 p to 
335 p. The group has attracted 
favourable comment but ac- 
cording to Greig Middleton, 


the stockbroker, is still a Jong 
way from enjoying the luxury 
of profits. It forecasts losses of 
£ 17 . 9 m this year, rising to 
JE 19 . 8 ro nexL The stockbroker's 
fair value assessment is 360 p. 

Pentland. tbe sports group, 
gained 2 p to lOOp on sugges- 
tions its greeting cards division 
would soon be the subject of 
a management buyout and 
Blacks Leisure reinforced its 
top-of-the- table position with 
a 2 Up gain to 386 - 5 p. 

EMI, the showbiz group 
which has been accorded the 
dubious distinction of being the 
market’s hot takeover stock for 
1997 , edged forward 75 p to 
l, 380 p.The shares have 
climbed from a l, 193 - 5 p low in 
November but are still below 
the l, 486 p peak hit in the 
summer. 

Chemical and timber group 
Harrisons & Crosfield which 
is also high in the market 
takeover stakes, rose 4 Jp to 
133 op. 


Taking Stock 


CJCafluna, a maker and dis- 
tributor of miniature disk 
drive products, should swing 
into profits next year; believes 
stockbroker Albert E Sharp. 
Analyst Richard Lucas is 
looking fora £ 45 m loss this 
year and then profits of 
£ 5 3 m followed by £L 3 . 8 m. 
The company has funded ex- 
pected volume production of 
Its new disk drive through a 
£ 4 . 7 m rights issue. The 
shares are 55 . 5 p, down from 
a 1242 >p spring-time high. 

□Management consultant 
Proudfoot ended tbe year 
down lp at a new 14 p Vow. 

The shares were 400 p in 
1991 . There are hopes a £ 4 m 
profit will be achieved this 
year against a £L 9 m Voss. 

□Hambro Countrywide, the 
estate agent, climbed L 5 p to 
94 p oo optimistic forecasts 
for the housing market. The 
shares were 36 p in January 
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RACING: A jockey who was close to death a y ear ago is striding off on the road of reparation. Richard Edmondson reports 

Swinburn steps ■ 
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J arrow has done it, so have Rar- 
est Gump. Ffyona Campbell 
and Hannibal. Now it is Walter 
Swinburn who is setting out on 
a great yomp on Monday. 

The jockey taken dose to 
death by a catastrophic race- 
course accident in Hong Kong 
in February embarks on a char- 
ity walk across Ireland next 
week to raise funds for causes 
close to his heart. The St Vin- 
cent's Hospital in Dublin, the 
Cambridge Children's Hospice 
and a fund set up to help young- 
sters who were being treated for 
deep burns in the Prince Of 
Wiles Hospital in the colony 
while Swinburn himself recov- 
ered there from his head and 
chest injuries, will all benefit 
from the Cork to Dublin trek. 

There are plenty to attest that 
there has been a metamorpho- 
sis in Swinburn since Ltffey 
River sent him crashing through 
the running, rails at Sha Tin "at 
the beginning of last year. Be- 
fore then the conventional im- 
age of Swinburn had been of a 
man who indulged his station as 
one of the nation's most suc- 
cessful riders. Ever since he won 
the Derby on Shergar in 1981 
as a 19-year-old the gossip has 


been of a figure who fitted 
most snugly into the role of a 
turf playboy. 

Hong Kong, though, has fur- 
ther brought out the emotions 
of a person who exhibited his 
vulnerability after w innin g the 
1995 Derby" on Lammtarra. As 
he recuperated on his sick bed 
last February the idea came eas- 
ily that repayment was not a 
choice but a prerogative. 


‘I received a lot 
of support on my 
way back and 
it's important 
for me to give 
something back’ 


“1 thought about all this while 
I was still in Hong Kong," he 
said yesterday. “1 had to get back 
riding first but there was always 
something going to be done for 
those children in Hong Kong. I 
received a lot of support from 
people on my way back and it’s 



Swinburn and Liffey River crash at Sha Tin in February 


important for me to give some- 
thing back to everyone else." 

That Ireland should be the 
venue for his reciprocation is no 
surprise. The 55-year-old’s birth 
certificate may state that he was 
bom in Oxford, England, but he 
regards that as a statistical 
aberration and hims elf as an 
Irishman. His father, V&lly snr, 
is a former champion jockey of 
Ireland and his mother, 
Doreen, was bom and bred 
over the water. 

The Emerald Isle was where 
the elfin Swinburn first learned 
to ride and also where he was 
educated, at Rockwell College 
at Cashel m Tipperary, which 
will be a stopping off point on 
his journey next Wednesday. 

St Vincent’s Hospital, where 
the finishing tape will be strung 
out, is also a landmark of per- 
sonal si gnifican ce as it was 
there that Swinbum’s friend 
John Durkan has recently re- 
ceived treatment for leukaemia. 
It appears that like Swinburn 
before him, Durkan. who was 
struck down by the disease just 
as he was embarking on a ca- 
reer as a trainer, is not about to 
trot forward when the final 
forefinger beckons. 

“I spoke to John last week 
and he sounds as if he’s doing 
really well," Swinburn said. “If 
be keeps going the way he is 
he’ll be bade training before you 
know it.” 

As Ireland's southern coun- 
ties are woken by the noise of 
jan g lin g buckets next week, it 
will be doubly hard to miss 
Swinburn, as he is followed by 
two back-up vehicles and an en- 
tourage of some substance. *T 
don’t think I’ll be lonely," he 
said. “They don't do things that 
way in Ireland." 

In the time he gets to ponder, 
the “Choirboy" will be able to 
go through the range, from the 
bone-grinding ni ghtmar e of Sha 
Tin to the glory of the Breed- 
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ers Cup and Tbronto, where he 
piloted Pfisudski to rapturous 
success in the Turf event. It was 
when spe aking of that day that 
Swinburn insisted he was a 
non-fare-paying passenger and 
that his physical rehabilitation 
was as yet incomplete. 

Td been saying all along that 
everything was geared towards 
next March and the start of the 
Flat season at Doncaster, so I 
couldn't him round after one 
race and say everything was 
back to normal, " he said. 


Before the genesis of Town 
Moor, Swinburn mil take his 
blisters off for a week's holiday 
in the sun, and then complete 
the physical regimen he has set 
for hims elf by flying out to the 
United States for work with the 
trainer Neil Diysdaie. 

Dubai may also receive a vis- 
it from the man who. according 
to Frankie Dettori, is the most 
naturally gifted riding talent 
alive today. 

During aD that time Swinburn 
will be doing his hardest to ob- 


Hever Golf 
Lover on the 
way to 1,000 

Hever Golf Lover, winner of the 
Light Brigade Maiden Stakes at 
Lingfield yesterday, could be a 
runner in this year's 1,000 
Guineas, the Swedish one at 
Taby, that is. 

The filly, ridden by Dairy!! 
Holland and sent off the 5-2 
favourite, led on the home turn 
to score by four lengths from 
Countless Times. 

Her trainer, the Epsom-based 
Joe Naughton. said: "We en- 
tered her in December last year 
as you have to do it early. The 
race is worth about 40 grand. 

“There are two races here on 
11 January over five furlongs 
and seven. She could go for one 
of them and will stay more 
than the minimum trip." 

Alan Daly notched the 40th 
winner of his career and his 
22nd of the year when the 
Eric Wheeler-trained Mister 
Raider took the Inkcrman 
Handicap. “Alan rides him ex- 
ceptionally well," Wheeler 
said. "The horse breaks well 
and is useful in his own class." 


LINGFIELD 

X3JS& 1. RASWEL (ArWVtfy BxtIi 4-1; 
2. BroufSitonsFmrataS-ljtfcK 3. Mora 
Than You Know 12-L 8 ran. 3-1 it fav 
Matthias Mystique (6ihJ. V.. IV.. IP D 
Brans. WetShpOOt). Iota: £5.40; £1.90. 
£1.30. £3.90. OF; £8.80. CSF: £16.44. 
Tnc-ist £123.05. 

i 9ft- 1. JUST LOU (D Sweney) 11-4; 

2. Rock To The Top 13-2; 3. Eager To 
Please 10- i- 8 ran. 6-5 lav Kifcullen Lad 
(5th'. IV.. L|WGM Turner. Shertoomei. 
fete: £3.60: £2.80. £4.50. OF: £12.50. 
CSF. £18.39. Wlndhom. 

1_55: x. HEVER GOLF LOVER ID Hoi- 
Land i 5-2 Ian: 2. Countless Times 6-1: 

3. Green Boulevard 7-2. G ran. 4, sht- 
hd. iT j iUaugiton. Epsom). W* £4.10: 
£1.0. £130. DF: £9.00. CSF: £16.05. 

iaai-WSTER RAISER iADatyi 7-1: 
2. Sihafi 9-2; 1 Squire Carrie 6-L 10 
ran. 7-2 Fav Cheeky Chappy. V-. ok. iE 
Wheeler, Pangboume i . Tote: £9 .40 ; 
£2.60. £2 JO. £2.80. OF: £36.30. CSF: 
£38.07. IWcasC £163.28. Tno: £60,30. 

i«. i nOAMTON (Mann Dwyert 7-2: 
2. Suitor 14-15 3. Kitty Kitty Cancan 
8-1. 9 ran. 3-lft-favs Angel Face. Dou- 
ble Rush IV*. 2 Vs- tMre J Cecil. New- 
W.50: £1.40. £2.60. 
£3.70. DF: £31-10- CSF: £46.06. Tnc- 
051: £342.13- Tno ; £166.10. 

i«- i PIVEW SSWE IS Sarweis) 9-2: 
Z Gold Lance 11-4: 3- Magazine Gap 

4. L 10 ran. 5-2 fav Ererwg tatarthi. 
ii, rj, iSKndffit.Taurtori.Wte: £4.80: 
kraia.3SjO.60. DF: £10.10. CSF: 
£19.37. Tno: £28.00. 

Jackpot: not *0° ( P° oi of £5.847.38 caf ' 
neo forward to Southwell today), 
p tacepot £12110. QuadpoC £34.20. 
Place G: £193.78. Place Si £83,39. 




HYPERION 

1Z35 Elton Ledger 2*40 Sharp Command 

1-05 Prophets Honom- 3A0 Head Sri (nfa) 

L35 Deeply Vale 340 PtNCHINCHA (nap) 

205 Shashi 

GOING: Standard 
STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Flhresand surface: left-hand sharp, aval course. 

■ Course b :im SE or town and 5m W of Newark. RoOeaton Junction adjoins course. 
ADMISSION: Club 1 12; Tsueraails SC lOAP members or course’s Diamond Chib £4, 
accompanied under- 1 Us bee). CAR PARK: Free. 

rasing 

■ LEADING TBAINEftS WITH BONNE KS: M Johnston - 41 winners from 21 7 run- 
MR>KlvcsBSUCca«ratioii(20;}%anda pnAloaSl level suke of £2436; RBotUnataeed 

— 4it winners, -142 runners, 9.7.1%, -4 1 86.4 1 ; T D Barron — 37 winners, 252 runners, 
M.7%. -SfLOT; J Berry — 17 winners, 269 rannem, 133%. -584.38. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Qntam - 49 wtnnera, 579 rktea, 8 5%, -S27D.8D; J Weaver 

— 48 winners, 2Yf rides, 19%, +545.97; L Dettori —39 wtaneis. IBB rides. 20.6%. 
-iilT.TB; Dean MeXeown — 18 winners, 135 rides, 11.7%, -All AB5. 

BUNKERED rucfl TtMErStandowa I visoiFd, 1235), PardUe ( 1.36), Time Clash l2J»). 
Royal lonicncivbured. 1. (0). Bob Down fvteored. 1.10). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Fast Spin f 3.4U) won at Soidhwefl on Friday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Justfortsmcocd litMl tan been sent 217 miles by B R 
Milhnan bnm KenUsbeare, Dew.n. 

119 QC I RESOLUTION CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV 1) 
£2300 added 7f Penalty Value £L944 

1 211203 HKH PREMUM (V) (C) (D) (BF) UCtetns)i7FJay997 ACntae7 

2 4J5660 ANONYM (4) (D) (Wahafcy Racm; Bueau Lnfl D Mdtdb 59 3 J BrattaM (7) 3 B 

3 0 SALLY ARMSTRONG (13) (ftptn lee A CSn lid) C Thornton 4 92 —..Dm Mdtamn 11 

4 436122 ELION LEDGER {40) (CD) (Tbe Posse) IteN MacaUey 88 13 S Saxton S V 

5 000000 RAMJO WA1I2EB (<) (CD) (W G Sates) D 5 8 13 (tenure 4 

6 000000 HCnuKM (U5AJ (U) (A Banyl JJ0*efl58U J)ree TOM 2 B 

7 020605 STAMMWN (13) Ore DeuenJ J Berry J 8 3 P Roberta (5) 6 V 

B 6245 SAHtUlA KMTE (14^ (0 J K Parv»«rt?i| Mrs L SUrfe 4 B 8 

9 065»t60 UTILE BR (13) |CQ Swwioun TEH^ort lid) P Bars 68 5 IQriraS 

10 120020 SEA DEW.t23n(C)(0)lANGcectWJM Camacho U8 3 JLC&mMcfcS 

11 OGOOOO HAVAKA MSS [401 Ms L HofurxS B RAng 58 2 SDmnalO 

-11 doctored - 

BETTWG: 7-4 Mgh Prem h nv 9-2 Eton Ladder. B-l Sea Deal, 8-1 Samoa Katie. 10-1 Anonym. 
Rambo Waltzvf, 12.1 otter* 

1395: no caraspondtng meetir^ 

FORM GUIDE 

High Premium has y« to wm beyona a mile, so 9w mne-furlong tnp migfx haw something 
UJ do wnn h*s defeat at woMmampwn 18 days ago. when he Unshed third to South East- 
ern Fred in a competitive handicap, rtgh Premium had won rus three prarious aif-wcathar 
races and must be drrficufl to txat bach m a ctamer. UKe High Premium. ELTON LEDGER 
would haw found the tup against rum last time, but he ran hs usual sound race in gome 
down a head to Chaor&gn Lane in a mile darner on tho course. Back over a more suit- 
able dBErce and getting 32) horn (fl^i Premrun, Elton LedB^r is an obwous danger. Anonym 
would as Betting weight from Dior L£dg» m a hantacao but is giving him 4» today, so he 
is up against il anil it e difficult to naw much confidence to Anonym's statNemate Ram- 
bo Wattzer. taXeo or m a Wolverhampton daimar last Saturday. However. Rambo Waltzer 
rus been a useful wn round nere *i the past (Anonym has yet to am on me afl-weamer) 
and can haidtv be ruled out, beanng m rrvrxi tie got the better ot the useful BeicatWoher- 
namoton n Januaty last year. Dus looks me n£u tnp for Santofls Katie judged on her neck 
second to ShadtM Casting in a Chepstow mauler out mat (arm did not amount to much. 

Setodtoic aTON LEDGER 

■5“rtEl ONE TOO MANY MEDIAN AUCTION MAH3EN APPRENTICES 
rr* 9 -} STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 3f Penally Value 
£2fiQ2 

1 uW-00 AC83US DUDS (29) (Geoi^ N HtxM M Cnareon G 9 2 OPeareS 

2 404443- IR0PHEI5 HONOUR (447) lUnn lUckeroj P Hastam 5 9 2 Hattti Dwyer (3) 4 

3 043206 UIHTAR (FH) (5) (Mrs J rt^esl R hkASKad 5 9 2 DMR»{8)7 

4 502600 ZUOFEK (29) Wan Sturgj LB TookrettBal J ClAren 592 RWtaatOO (7)2 

5 500003 NEVER GOLF EAGLE mfHeuerRaangCU]i T J Na^ptwi 4 8 13 P Ferns? (3)1 

6 64 1HE ODDFELLOW ( JH1) (O Hnce Npn) N ftpcroit 4 8 13 IBranNI(aS 

7 500300 FRESH FRUIT DAU (44) iMew. Hudsonl P Kdevey 5 B 11 Aneeta CMbeare ® 9 

8 00 ADUWS BALLAD [221) rR WsrrrD Hvne. G Pa/umtf B B3U0i 4 8 aj> Hobarta (3) lb 

9 OtSHV DIAHOH) IMn Uanon Wrinani) W Utir 4 8 6 IWBdnaoaP)5 

10 i3XKt<X) BIS SHAN (40) IMiss Corime JlNertontWGM Tuner 48 S JD Mdtodta (7) 8 

-lOded to wd- 

BETmGf 9-4 Pmphets Hoatwr. 5-2 FWsb Rvtt Baby. 6-1 Merer CWt Eape. 8-1 DMiy Dtanond, 
The OddMtow. U>-1 Zatopek. 12-1 Emet Stun, 14-1 othare 
FORM GUIDE 

ft is ortfiaiit to know ha» good PROPHETS HONOUR s these days, because he must have 
nad problems to keep tun oft the course since December 1995. when he completed a hat- 
mch in juvenile hurffles. Stto. Rochets Honour eras rated much lagw man the res of these 
the last time he ran or the Flat and stays the tnp. while most of me others have a tat to 
prove from a stamina pewn-of-wew. Martin Dwyer is an encourBgng choree of nder. Haver 
Soil Eofpe was placed m madens on the course early last year and las second to Mister 
tepecw m a ungWO handicap i lm2tl suggests he can stay tha tnp « Bus company. Za topek 
has stronger claims than mas: judged on rus second to Drama King r a 12-funonS hand- 
icap at wotvertiampwn in August. He was rated S3 that day. whereas Teniyar raced oft only 
35 when second to Htnfpnnts ar Lmgfrsa and mat form has not worked out wol. Fresh 
FruH DaNy has not raced beyond a rreie very often end has not sparkled to her last two a#- 
weamer races but sne cannot oe ignored in such a weak contest. 

SeiecUon: PROPHETS HONOUR 

rfoc] RESOLUTION CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) (MV D) £2^00 
added 7f Penalty Value £1344 

1 500020 AWESOME VENTURE (85) (CD) lUadcs R®ai RaongJ M Cnapnon 7 9 7.0 Pears (3) 10 

2 10U5O DEER.Y VALE (12) ID) iSpttOn; T^tecom E Wheeler 69 7 A0eiy(5)7 

3 250106 PAINT IT BUCK (69) (0) !.W A Scads) □ MchcBs 4 93 Ato* flrowe* 11 

4 CO SEANCHAI (13) (A E9a*i P Fel£3(e 4 8 11 I Stack B 

5 i>SJ2id Huy BEVH£D (32) iCOQ EjQress Secuntvi PmM Thompson 5 88 ChMgoa (3) 9 

6 310300 DAHWAH (USA) («8 IW Qttrt) B Sman 6 8 I s Saadan 1 V 

■ 3-41460 WAHWJRST (7t8 (Q IV Grewesi D Hdms6 8 7 JiCMc2 

S 204000 QAJBANG BANG (19 (OH ilanOawfbRf. J Berry J 8 8 PtamraSV 

9 244000 SWEET MATE (30 (CO) 'Mrs P A Saian) Martjn Means 581 N Maras 8 B 

10 n-0 PARSliE (37) IC Jonn FU1 P Eure 4 7 12 IQatoa 3 B 

11 OOOOJM KUOSHR (21i ITT hMdayi S &mpwn7T 10— HCraMs4 

BETTING: 4-1 Deepiy Vale. frlWratareLOriabangBaag, G-l Awmmm VMtare, MatHBfad^B- 
1 DaMyrii. 10-1 My Bareied. 14-1 ottns — r.npin«w,r 

FORM GUIDE 

Thetosi ome AW E SO ME VEN TURE ran here was m May last year, when he b^t Deartl 
Invader to a «*mer to record ha trsra win on this course. He rarely ran a poor race hare 



am COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


last winter and coUd well be 0ml enou0i des pi te me lay-off. Deeply Vale n back » a 
. darner tar me first Ome since he ben m-torm Barassa Vaiey at LnefieU in November for 
Gary Moore, hie should make a race of n. Like Deeply Vale. DaHyati used m be traned by 
Gary Moore. He has Ns flra run for Bryan Smart today and irifi not be far away jf he can 
produce something Ifee the effort that won him a 24-nmner Goodvwod se(er under 9st 
llta back m Jitoe. Sweet Mate was entitled so need tas lasz two races and was often In 
the tome In handtaaps here when trained by Rty Bownn*. He mgit do betur back on Uvs 
coase, and the same appfes to C MM b a ng Bang, although her two wins here last winter 
toduded a iMak,tour-njrvief8eler.Mntte Fits Divaan,DtMlMchol3 tuns twee Wartxnt, 
who has not had much racing since he van a mdehandKaonere last Jareiaiy. and Patat 
It Bbick, previously with Richard Hannon. Selection: AWESOME VENTURE 

roncl EAST MIDLANDS ELECmCTTY (LINCOLN) FILLIES HANOI- j 
Lz^__J CAP (CLASS Q £4j025 added 6f Penalty Vaiua £2,765 ; 

1 432132 NAnfflSNROSKCDIPM Hessom Mrs N UacaAy 4 ID 0 DTeapji! (3) 8 V 

2 000162 SHASM(U)(CD)tUsArraLSmladfttMtdell59 7 Anaada Santas R G 

3 305000 nrSFM8ERp9)(a8nhaAcaonRaangOU>USBRaM491 J Stock 9 B j 

4 065255 ANTOVS CONTESSA (4) (Mn (tola Qunrl) B Palng 5 9 1 BmOWI : 

5 250002 S LA MGU (33) (C) (LBd)BW0d ItaciR CU0 M Meads 4 9 0 P S eaweyWl . 

6 000000 1ME (XASH (4Q niMiS D J hk0W9l B Meg 4 S 6 ACM1D8 

7 505403 BALLAIB) U0f (44) (C8(MsPWMe)JWarran0<586 IBiaMamil 

8 000- JUSTP0flT>B*CQRD (418) (l*s S Jdtot) 0 R M*nan 5 8 3 SBrawoaS : 

9 300060 «WT»{U^(M8JaenMO»imes)Btafl«482 XMh3 ! 

10 000410 H0HEYH*Lip9)CT(S»wMd3«*f)NB)ccft4 30 J Octal 4 

U 456006 BBMM BUE (29) (Ms i ladmu R Rtoey 5 7 13 R WtasttQ (7) 12 

12 003050 JOBA H fftai Dr J 5<a^5 7 1fl_. KCwMe7 

BE7TW& 11-4 Napier Star, 4-1 Shatai, 5-1 Q Lj 8-1 BaBanl Lraiy, HaoeyfNd, 10-1 Klfcwp- 
tager, 12-1 Mtafo Caatessa, 14-1 otters 

KIKM GUIDE 

NAHHI STAR. Shestd. Wpatag er and Howeyfi e ll have ji won over course and ttstance. 
whBe Gi La Htfi has scored mer the mirtmum hare end stays me set. The saiecDon, who 
rarefy runs a bad race, went to at Wcherhampton in July and Nmcntoer and was a good 
third to Scissor Ridge and second to MTjas. on her last two tuns at Un^kld. Shasid sprang 
a 20-lsuptKe when three pans of a len^h too 0ml tar Anna's Contesa (31b better m 
but on a long toeing sequence end out ol me frame to both subsequent outtogsj over the 
trip In November, with Juba (51b better but unplaced in three state since) a length further ! 
away in thud. Shashi, who finished only sonh of 15 to Chadwel Hal met course and dv- 
lance next bmo, ran Madorte Rose » a length at Wolverhampton two weeks ag: but & held I 
by Gl La High, who was beaten only a neck to Chadwet HaU's race and maea Shashi (who 
was mare than three ian0hs behind her] 7«> wone. Napta Star finrahed some a0Rlen0h5 
In liort of Gi La Hijji when a neck nmer-up id Chemcast on Eoutrack in Nowmnber. Wpstogar 
0itoed her courae vwn m May and but has fated to make the frame m her last five races. 
HcsieyhaB owreame a stow start to score over the tnp here the ome before last but bed 
arty half a taigm in hand of mud-placed Batard Lady (Who Is 30) better aft) - Wipsmffr 
14th of 15 - and was waft beaten behnd Jfcereen here test one - Beflmto Btae and Wpameer 
snth and 12th of 13. Setact toc: NAPIBt STAR 

raTA/ll THWKWG * DRMK1NG HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4j025 added 
2m Penalty Value £2J26 

1 23/34U-4 WtfTE VH10W (281) (C) (Fad Sttn^f) T W91 8 10 0 _-™SSaodw3 

2 000000 THTHTOO(7tg(Stuan3ajce(ACa7rt59U (Hta(7)l 

3 OAOdO MASTER FOOOBROkHt (51) |C0) IBougan IrraiasiM W Uisatn 9 9 2_ 

.. ..... ... . . . g vmb m t h 2 B 

4 003013 GOUJBi HAOEIK (120 (C) IFourlato RacaigfbrtnerfipJ M R?an88 13 AOirtS 

5 554210 SHARP COMMAND (27) (A P Holand) P Ecdfs 4 8 11 Illtawer4 

6 400543 BIIEHU5S(33)(EtaRaHtgCaUMM(toradn5B7 LCtanoctT 

7 462650 RECORD UWB> (58) (CD) lAfen Manru M Chapnan 781 tan Wndt (7) 8 

8 0UAXV HUNIMi C80UW) (91tfl (D) (fert da Corps Ffaong) B BaLGl 980 __F Norton S 

9 406200 WHAT JH MMI5 (72) (Qqbi i|0ey tamreftp Lkf) 1 1 (TNetii 4 7 10 IQotaiG 

-Bdedraed- 

Mwun treble 7s KKl True fandeqp weagfK Khar At nano 7a 9b 

BEime: 5-2 BoUsn ftodeer, 3-1 Wtoto WBew, 9-2 Master Ftadbratar, 5-1 Starp Caamnd, 6-1 
SBe BBts. IOI HTiat tat Waats. 12-1 l)W he Too, 14-1 others 
FORM GUIDE 

WHITE WILLOW left Mary FtaveWy far 8.0000 b after winning a darning hunOe X fiaw- 
castfe 16 days ago. Ha has won four Fiat races, the most recant over a mie and six of me 
cmrae 12 months «fp. and wW leek nothing in fitness despite not having raced on me lev- 
el since a fourth » Artan Spmt at Newcastle n Match. Golden Hsrtear. who made al over 
a mie and three-quarters here the tone before last, followed with a thkd betond Rasayel 
(Lingfield winner yesterday) at Wotuefflamoton and could prove White wikws toughest n- 
val. EOts Btton. DM to Golden Hadeer here, beaten only half a length and a neck, has a 
31b pul. so must ateo be kept on the ngfn ade. Pick cd the others should be last month's 
Wotvethampran winner Sharp C ommand , though he finished rated off on Equorack last 
tune. Sel ectio n : WHTE WILLOW 


fq~77f| MORNWG CALL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £3,150 
added 3YO lm Penalty Value £24*9 

1 500212 HU-fET (BQ (CD) (HGCand A Son inf) WGMTtme- 9 3 D Sweeney S) 6 B 

2 00 BERTN0SE PM fOeanrew Psrtneetita 0 Wnb 8 12 ACtarkS 

3 06000 BKUCAN (1^ (Frank Dabbyl B Bau0) 8 12 Rtatatt2 

4 068302 CfftSHOHfll FUER (USA) ® fOweawn Engyieen® H rtDirerwad B12 WRywS 

5 455261 HEAD SRL (29) (CO) (The CneietgBBl C thertpn 8 12 Dana McKeoee 3 

6 0 PAMELA'S GOT IBS) (Smtoen. Punter, tots) A SnMh 8 12 HUMnS 

7 0006 SIXIE OF SOU) (its (Keen Mfes Paitneciip) J hetteton B U smntt7 

8 550 DMIWKD EYHE (00) ITtamond Raong 110 J l Ejib B 7 RLmptold 

9 055 HDH DOM (Ifl) BlFMpttR) K McAiAAe B 7 .S Sarafan 4 V 

10 6680 BOHN RAFTWE (87) (RoraM DtonpBCrt Ratal Ihompson 8 7 Ifettnll 

11 030520 Wh!ALR0lA£TTE (19) (BF) (WIP SWtxxfc87 CMebfa(7)lV 

BETTIHft 74 Bta4toL 4-1 Head BM, 8-1 OraeatM Ryer. 7-1 Royal teatotto. 8-1 Dtanond Eyre. 
State of Cold. Hod Down. 10-1 ethos 


NEW YEAR HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 added 3YO lm 
Penalty Value £2,752 

1 562160 MARSH HARn0U>(B7)(Laay9M0d Rung QuittM Meade 9 7 P ffaaeney (B) 1 

2 506 AS4S(7ta(RIUmsi).W^i)UJahraian9 7 IWmwrS 

3 01 mCMNQIA fftafSS) (CD) (T J WMN D Mores 9 7 A Clid( 2 

4 022520 flOMB FOR BROKE (13) IDunranpni 4 Sman P Hadan 9 4 SDrareE 

5 001025 SKEU0N S0VB1BEH (37) CG Beley) R HctoWieed 9 2 D(HHa(S)a 

6 60461 BW8PWa(C)<EBdMTD B anwi 9 1 ( 6afl ACMrew4 

BETTBifi: B-2 Fast Spin. 7-2 PtodUneba. 4-1 Aa-le, 6J. Going For Brake, 6-1 Steam Soveretpi, 7- 
1 Manta Herigold 

IPORM GUIDE 

PfNCfBNCHA. down the MM to an end-of-eeann Doncaster maiden, wee wel backed tor 
a c««e and dtaance setter last tone end duly scared ai Bood st/e from Bonne V»e to 
Waberhsmpsxi wtoner prevtously). The Prtota getting is Oetter man sedtog ctaas and. wtth 
further improvement likely, is worth The chance to win m this betKr grade. East Spin atso 
opened Ms account when dropped tom a seter here last time, but It was a modest event 
and a 71) pertaty coukf be Ms undotog. Mareh Mari0dd mqy pose more ol a threat hav- 
ing won from a big field at Haydock in October. She ran wed enough at Newmarket and 
Newbury afhawards but lacks a recent outing. Aa-b gave only limited encouragement in 
matoensdurVigmeturfs^Eon but cerrakW came* oediaoounted m hts flist handicap. Go- 
iag For Bnlw nuy nave beneffiM fiom tw njn here last momh but Skettoo SonreigB. 
p lO-fliitong winner at Leeester in oaooer. would probably t» bensr ovor further. 

Sel e ct io n : PTNCHINCHA 


! For Woke. 6-1 Sk ri teB Soverelgv 7- 


serve the dictum he will, as tra- 
dition dictates, set for himself 
today. “My New Year’s wish is 
to stay healthy and clear of in- 
jury," he said. Walter S win- 
burn deserves that to come 
true. 

Anyone wishing to make a do- 
nation to the charities can do so 
through the Walter Swinburn 
Charity Walk account at Barclays 
Bank pic. High Street, Newmar- 
ket CBS 8NH (sort code 20-60- 
38 and Account No: 00632066) 


6 January: Cork - Fonnoy. via Rwerstown, SaUynrook, BaHtnvinny 

7 January: Penney - Cahir, via MitcheistCNun 

8 January: CaMr - Cashel, via New Inn, Rockwell College 

9 January: Cashel - Johnstown, via Horae & Jockey, LUeton 
lfl January Johnsto w n - Abbeytefa. vB Ciflahm 

11 January: AbtayMx - Monastsravin, via FtortldOise, BaDybnttas 

12 January: Monastsravin - Naas, via Ktfdare, the Curragh 

13 January: Naas -Bathcoota, via Johnstown, WB 

HJanuary: Rathcooie - LoopartJstown. via Saggsrt, Taflagit. Rathfamham 
15 January: Leopardstcmn - Ma nsion House, \na St Vincent's Hospital I 


Fibresand hit 
by all weathers 


The ability of all-weather rac- 
ing to live up to its title will be 
put to the test today when 
Southwell will attempt to stage 
a meeting on its Fibresand 
track despite the fact that almost 
half a foot of snow has fallen on 
to the course in 24 hours. 

“We have had five to six 
inches of snow and the 
prospects should be- fine as 
long as there is no heavy snow- 
fall overnight," Ashley Bealby, 
the clerk of the course, said. 
“The track is raoeable today and 
at 5pm [yesterday] there are no 
problems, although I will have 
a look at the course at 6am to- 
morrow." 

Musselburgh, the turf track 
which rang out the Old, looks 
the most likely to ring in the 
New as snow and frost ravage 
the rest of the racing pro- 
gramme. Turf racing has not tak- 
en place in Britain since (he card 
at the Edinburgh course last Fri- 
day and, with prospects for the 
remainder of the week looking 
bleak, Saturday’s Musselburgh 
card seems the most likely to 
break the sequence. 

The course's manager, Mark 


TODAY 

Southwefl (MM) Course races ble but 
will be checked at 6am. 

Ftfrybouse Inspection 730am. 
Thmore Inspection 730am. 
Cattericft Abandoned, frost and snow. 
Cheltenham Abandoned, host and 
snow 

Exeter Abandoned, frost and snow. 


Kershaw, reported yesterday; “I 
wouldn't put it as strongly as to 
say it is promising, but though 
we have had a slight frost and 
a slight dusting of snow, noth- 
ing has got into the ground" 

Tomorrow’s cards at Ayr and 
Market Rasen have already 
tumbled to the elements and 
with Friday's venues of Ling- 
field Sedgefield and Tbwcester 
suffering from a cocktail of 
frost and snow, the turf drought 
looks set to continue. 

Saturday’s cards at Haydock 
and Sandown. which have at- 
tracted a number of top-dass 
entries, also look likely to fail. 
Sandown's fixture is due to 
stage the Anthony MHdraay, Pe- 
ter Cazalet Memorial Chase, 
the Tohvorih Hurdle and the 
Pertemps Hurdle, but Andrew 
Cooper, the clerk of the course, 
is far from optimistic. 

“We never got above -3C last 
night and it hasn't been more 
than -1C today," he said. “We 
will have a dearer picture on 
Thursday but you would have to 
say, given how we are now and 
the forecast, the chances of 
racing on Saturday are slim." 


Lafeestar Abarwoned, frost and snow. 
UttsMBter Abandoned, frost and snovtc 
Windsor Abandoned, frost and snow. 

TOMORROW 

Ayr Abandoned, frost and snow. 
Market Rasen Abandoned, frost and 
snow. 

Ungfleld (AW) No problems. 


SNOW REPORT 


Garolo is 
pipped at 
Cagnes 

Travel far enough and it was still 
possible to find racing taking 
place on turf yesterday. Cagncs- 
sur-Mer, in the south of France, 
staged a meeting and there 
was a familiar name on the card 
in the shape of Garolo. trained 
at Lamboum by Charlie 
Brooks. The winner of a novice 
chase at Uttoxeter a fortnight 
ago. the Graham Bradlcv- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sharp Command 
(Southwell 240) 

NB: High Premium 
(Southwell 12.35) 

ridden gelding failed by just a 
neck to win the Prix Jacques 
Pinel de Grandchamp for the 
second consecutive year. 

Brooks will seek quick con- 
solation for the horse in another 
race ar Cagnes on Sunday. 

Khayrawani has continued to 
attract support for the Ladbroke 
Hurdle, at Leopards town on 
Saturday iveek. Cora! have 
shortened him to 5-1 from 6-1, 
while others that have been well 
supported with the same linn 
are Guest Performance (16-1 
from 25-1). Lady Arpel (lh-1 
from 20-1), Centaur Express 
(30-1 from 33-1) and Owen 
Duff (25-1 from 50-1). 

Coral have also trimmed 
Nahthcn Lad to 20-1. from 
25-1, for the Gold Cup. 

Tbs Ladbroke: Corafc 5-1 Khayrawani. S*-l 
Penny A Day. 10-1 Family Way. King Of Ker- 
ry. 12-1 Botina Star. 14-1 otfifirt 


Thomas 

Cook 


SK! HOTLINE 


Around the resorts 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 160+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax; 

0891 333110 

SMeodes: For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 0990 100 843 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Al-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts 
worldwide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


Greti Ro(g Mainly gpod 

Pas da la Casa Jjower naa sMatm 
AUSTRIA 


Parted, powdeiy rtgn towel 

Wes ton dorf ley low leneto 

CANADA 


Whistler -....Powder, groomed powder 

FRANCE 


Good oondalons 

Ttara Lowly squeaky snow 

Van Thoiens Squeany snow 


Lrar Upp Forec a st 
cm an 


90 140 Cloudy 

90 140 Some sun 


Superb op lo bottom 

Sain -Some araficLsi snow 

Wgo -Good cowr throughout 

SWnZBHAND 


70 200 Variable 

80 230 Sunny 

140 220 Cloudy 


150 280 V3roWv 
20 100 Unsettled 

30 100 Worsen ine 



Call us on 01733 33 55 13 


Ctac to 0881 ranted cost SOtento Dayton Rtfs, 45jtfnin afi Ofwr firrras ■ Ceis B0897 S BBwfces coKEWth)^ -C els 10 0007 aemote coal 

£1-50*nn » Hatpine: 0900 133 34S 


c> 
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sport 

Dons fear Gradi’s 


history lesson 



In Saturday’s FA Cup third round 
Wimbledon visit Crewe, a side managed 
by a man who helped to mould them. 
Phil Shaw saw him first 


W imbledon have come a long 
way since Dario Gradi 
joined them as a fresh- 
faced reserve and youth coach 
□early two decades ago. In those' 
days they were Fourth Division 
makeweights, str uggling to make 
ends meet at Plough Lane. Now they 
are Premiership heavyweights, 
strugg l i n g to make ends meet at Sel- 
hurst Park. • 

In one of his earliest matches on 
being promoted to manager, 19 
years ago this month, Gradi was 
thankful for a 0-0 draw at Crewe 
Alexandra before 1,800 souls. The 
height of the Dons' ambition then 
was to escape the re-election zone 
in their first season after graduat- 
ing from the Southern League. On 
Saturday, when a full house as- 
sembles to see the fixture recreat- 
ed in the third round of the FA Cup, 
victory for Gradfs Crewe side would 
rank as a major giant-killing feat. 

For Gradi, now remarkably in 
his 14th year at Gresty Road and 
newly contracted until 2007, the 
chance to pit his principles and 
prodigies against top- flight oppo- 
sition who just happen to be his for- 
mer employers make it the perfect 
tic. His only regret that Sam Ham- 
mam, the Wimbledon owner, will 
not be present as Crewe set out to 
prove that other small fry have also 
made substantial waves. 

“I rang Sam as soon as 2 heard 
the draw and he told me he wouldn't 
be able to come because he'd 
booked a skiing holiday," Gradi said. 
“He couldn’t cancel it because he's 
got family coming from all over the 
world. I said: ‘Right, Fm coming with 
you because I want to see your face 
when we humiliate youl*" 

The friendship dates bade to the 
late 1970s when Hammam, a 
Lebanese businessman with in- 
terests in London, joined the Wim- 
bledon board. “Sam got bitten by 
the football bug,” recalled Gradi 
Whenever he came over from 


Saudi we took him with us to 
matches. We had to explain the off- 
side rule to him several times, but 
he had this terrific enthusiasm.” 

Gradi was already established as 
manager, having been promoted by 
Ron Noades, who was chairman in 
SW19 before moving over to Crys- 
tal Palace. Though he plays down 
his role, the former England 
amateur international laid the 
foundations for Wimbledon's ex- 
traordinary rise to become cham- 
pionship challengers. 

For it was during his reign that 
Dave Bassett, who eventually led 
them into the former First Division, 
was elevated from the playing 
ranks to be assistant manager. “I 
don't dawn the credit for that," Gra- 
di said “Ron Noades always recog- 
nised Dave's ability- 1 came to see 
that it would be a good appoint- 
ment and it worked very well." 

The “Crazy Gang" mentality was 
a reflection of Bassett’s personal- 
ity. H ammam , understanding its 
value in terms of team spirit, car- 
ried it on. “It’s not my way," Gra- 
di said, “though I don't loiock it 
because it has worked for them." 

Yet it was Gradi who effective- 
ly launched the gang show by 
blooding Wally Downes at 17, re- 
cruiting Alan Cork from Derby re- 
serves and signing Dave Beasant 
from Edgware. “He trained with us 
for a week and he was poor. But 
Dave Bassett had a feeling for him 
so we played him in the reserves 
at Brighton, and I got Mike Kel- 
ly, the eoalkeeping coach, to go and 
stand behind the goal. He came 
back and said Td sign him'. So we 
did, for £750 plus a set of strip." 

Gradi’s task was to turn a bunch 
of rough diamonds into a “prop- 
er" League team. “It was an ex- 
citing time because we were able 
to build a new club. They’d gone 
in thinking they could succeed as 
part-timers, but they c uldn't-We 
had people turning up .or training 


at all hours and I couldn't say any- 
thing to them because they had 
their jobs to think about. 

“The good ones went full-time 
and we stuck with one semi-pro, 
Dave Donaldson. He was an air- 
traffic controller at Heathrow, 
aged about 36, and he just used to 
ask when and where we were play- 
ing and say: ‘See you there."’ 

"Long before Beasant made his- 
toiy, saving a penalty and lifting the 
Cup itself as captain in 1988, Gra- 
di had become history at Wim- 
bledon. Following a brief reunion 
with Noades at Palace, he began 
his long affair with Crewe. 

He is possibly unique in having 
been “not at all surprised” about 
either the shock Wimbledon gave 
Liverpool at Wembley or the way 
they continue to mock predic- 
tions of their demise. “I said at the 
time that they’d win the Cup with 
a set-plav, and they did. As for be- 
ing a force in the Premiership, I 
don't have to pinch myself because 
when I was manager and Sam 
joined the board, we drew up a five- 
year plan to gel to that leveL 

“I really did see it developing be- 
cause we had such a good youth 
scheme. I’ve also been a party to 
it behind the scenes through my as- 
sociation with Sam. We used to dis- 
cuss Wimbledon's woes on the 
phone, but now he has the expe- 
rience to handle them hims elf. We 
still talk - mostly about Crewe's 
problems - though I usually have 
to spell out my name when I ring 
their switchboard." 

The clubs have yet to do trans- 
fer business. As Gradi points out, 
his players, schooled in a passing 
game, are not ideal for the muscular 
directness Wimbledon have tend- 
ed to favour. “Although," he added, 
“when I told Sam that we'd got a 
big coloured bay here, a striker who 
was 6ft 4in and 15st, he said straight 
away: ‘III take him. A million . 

Dele Adebola is still at Crewe, 


along with other targets for the big 
dubs such as Gareth Whalley, the 
captain, and Danny Murphy, an 
Engl and Under-19 international. 
After selling Wayne Collins to 
Sheffield Wednesday and Neil 
Lennon to Leicester - the latest in 
a line of home-produced gems that 
have induded David Platt and Rob 
Jones -Gradi again has a stylisb side 
p ushin g for First Division status. 

Could they, in time, emulate 
Wimbledon? “I don't think so. 
There aren't many Sam Hammams 
about. He's had to underwrite it al- 
most single-handedly, and he's not 
that rich a man that he can gamble 
all his family's money. YVfe’re the op- 
poshe of that, a veiy democratic dub 
where we all sit round a table and 
the majority wins, but no one here 
has a lot of money. 

“There is a similarity between us 
in that the/ve got the problem 
we’ve got: not being able to balance 
the books, though having said that 
we don't owe anyone anything at the 
moment. It’s very difficult for Wim- 
bledon to keep competing against 
dubs Bke Manchester United or Ar- 
senal who are awash with cash. The 
only way they can break even is by 
selling players - exactly like us." 

For that reason, as well as for old 
time's sake, Gradi derives great sat- 
isfaction from seeing Wimbledon 
thriving “from a football point of 
view, if not commercially". The rev- 
enue from satellite television and 
sponsorship have created the pos- 
sibility, he fears, of the rich be- 
coming so rich that “no one can 
stand up to them”. 

Whatever the reality of their fi- 
nancial situation, Wimbledon will 
be forced into the un famili ar role 
of members of a wealthy 61ite on 
Saturday. Their prospects of 
progress may depend, ironically, on 
how successfully they su mm on the 
spirit which Dario Gradi helped to 
foster in those far-off days at 
Plough Lane. 
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Dario Gradi took over as Wimbledon manager in January 1978 and is pictured here with his side in that first season in the Footbal League Dario Grach makes his principles dear to his prodigies at Gresty Road 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 
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TODAY’S MAJOR FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


3.0 unless, stated 

FA Carting Premiership 


P W D 

Liverpool 21 12 6 

Man Utd 20 10 7 

Arsenal 20 10 7 

WtaMerfon 19 U A 

Newcastle 20 10 A 

Aston Vflla 20 10 A 

Chelsea-. 20 8 

Everton 20 7 

Sheffield Wed -20 6 

Tottenham 20 B 

Derby XI 5 

Leicester 20 6 

Sunderland 20 6 

Coventry 20 5 

Leeds 20 6 

5 
4 

3 

4 
2 


F APIs 
38 19 42 
42 25 37 
37 20 37 
33 23 37 
35 22 34 
29 19 34 
8 A 32 39 32 

7 6 29 27 28 
10 4 21 22 28 

a 22 26 28 

7 20 25 23 
9 20 27 23 

9 19 28 23 

8 20 25 22 

10 16 24 22 
8 IS 25 21 

6 10 25 38 IS 
B 8 17 22 17 
4 12 28 37 16 

8 10 IS 36 14 


West Ham 19 

NH(fieel)n»ch _20 

Blackburn — 

Southampton — JO 
Nottra Forest — 20 

1 Arsenal v Middlesbrough ..... 

2 Chelsea v Liverpool ....... 

3 Cownoy v Sunderland — 

4 Derby v Sheffield Wednesday Off 

- Everton v Blackburn (5.45) 

5 Leicester v Tottenham ..Off 

- Manchester Utd v Aston VHB (8.01 .. 

e Newcastle v leeds 

7 Southampton v Wimbledon - 

8 West Ham v Nottingham Forest — ... 


Nationwide Football Leagoe 
First Division 

9 Barnsley v OkStam 

10 Birmingham V Manchester City 

11 Bolton v Bradford 

12 Charlton v lpswch...._ 

13 Crystal Palace v Reading. 

14 HuddersfleM v Stoke 

15 Norwich v Portsmouth 

18 Oxford Utd v Grimsby 

17 Port Vate v Southend 

IS Sheffield Utd v Wolves ..... 

19 Swtrrdon v QPR 

20 West Bromwich v Tran mere 

Second ENviskm 

21 Brentford v Wycombe 

22 Bristol Rovers v Plymouth 

23 Burnley v Chesterfiekf 

24 Crewe v Miflwan 

25 Luton v Bury 

26 Notts County v Bournemouth . 

27 ftoteroorough v Watford 

28 Preston v Wrexham 

29 Rotherham v GiHingham 

3(7 Shrewsbury v Blackpool ... 

31 Stockport v York 

32 Walsall v Bratol City 


Third Division 


BOB’S Scottish League 


-,Off 

33 CoichestBr v Leyton Oners: 

34 Darimgton v CarieSe 

35Ewwrv Barnet 

™Off 

■Insp 

Premier Division 

40 Dundee Utd v Aberdeen 

41 Dunfermline V Raith 

.tap 

...Off 

..bi8p 

36 Hartlepool v Hun 

37 Lincoln v Wtgm 

38 Mansfield v Fulham 

39 Northampton v Cardiff 

..Off 

..Off 

Jrwp 

43 Motoerwea vNImomock. 

First Division 

44 East Fife v Stirling 

..Off 

...Off 

...Off 

- Rochdale v Hereford.- 

- Scarborough v Cambridge Uto 

..Off 

...Off 

..Off 

45 Falkirk v Airdrie'. 

46 Morton v St Mirren (2.0) 

47 Parock v Clydebank 

48 Si Johnstone v Dundee 


...orr 

.Jnsp 

- Swansea v Doncaster. 

..Off 





..Off 


GM VaoxhaO Conference 

- Clyde v Brechin 

- Dumbarton v Stenhousemulr... 

-Off 

..Off 

-..Off 

- Bromsstwe u Kktdemtinster - 

- Dow v Welling 

■■tasp 

....Off 

- Hamilton v Queen of the South 
‘ - Lnmgstort v Betwtek 

-Off 

..bisp 

...Off 

..JOH 

...Off 

- Hednesfbrd v Teffiord 

- MacdesfteW v Altnneham 

- Morecambe v Southport 


Third Division 

- Afioa v East Stirling 

- Arbroath v Cowdenbeath 

..Off 

■hsp 

...Off 

- Rushden v Kettermg ... ... 


- Queen's Park v Albion Rouere... 

Insp 

- Slough v SievenagE 




.^Off 

- Statytndgj v GatKhead 

....Off 

rtKxnmgtOtfiermaicriosareajsoJBielyroifo- 
oend upon pkefi inspections pteasa check be- 




fore travewngp. 



O’Donnell 
relaxed 
for Ibrox 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


TEAM SHEET 


Arsenal v 
MMdlesbro - 

Last season: 1-1 
Last five League matches: Arse- 
nal WDLDD; IWddlesbrough LDLWL 
Dixon (ankle) and Plate (hamstring) 
have lost toer battles id be fit so man- 
agsr Wenger looks set to field the team 
held to a 2-2 draw by Aston Vina on 
Saturday. Middlesbrough manager 
Robson is poised fora comeback 10 
days short of his 40th birthday be- 
cause of a crippling injury list 

'i'VS. Man Utd v 
Aston Villa 

Last season: 0-0 
Last five League matches: Mai 
Utd DDWWW: Aston Villa WWWLD 
United manager Ferguson may recall 
£7m striker Cole, who is dose to his 
first Premiership start of the season 
following tw3 substitute appearances. 
United are definitely without defend- 
ers fiallistar (back) and Phil Newlte, 
out for a month with glandular fever. 
Tiler is standing by fora recall to the 
Villa side. . 


Chelsea v *0 Coventry v 

FG Liverpool ^ Sunderland 


Last season: 2-2 
Last five LcaQie matches: Chctaaa 
DLVUWD; Liverpool WWDDW 
Via Hi is out with flu, so Chelsea man- 
ager Guffit is Hkefy to make only one 
change. Ether Minto or Myers will be 
recalled in place of left-back Phelan, 
who has joined Everton. Pouter (ankle) 
is again doubtful; Bergfer Is on stand- 
by, Matteo win come in for defender 
Whgttttf he fete a test on a back strain. 

New ca stle v 
Leeds 

Last season: 2-1 
Last five League ma tches: New- 
castle DLDLW; Leeds DDDLL 
Winger Gillespie has been passed fit 
allowing Keegan to name an un- 
changed team. He 15 likely to be with- 
out hamstring victims Ginoia and 
Asprilla. Wallace has recovered from 
flu and could return to the Leeds at- 
tack in place of ifeboah, who has a 
hamstring problem and is doubtful 
along with Sharpe [groin). 


Last season: No corresponding fix- 
ture. 

Last five League matches: Coven- 
try LWWWW; Sunderland LWLWL 
Coventry manager, Strachan, was 
forced to postpone training yester- 
day to give his flu victims time to re- 
cover and to keep the virus away from 
the rest of the team. Sunderland's 
leading scorer, Russell, is expected 
to recover from a shoulder ir^uiy. 

Southampton v7"3 
V Wimbledon ' ^ 

Last season: 0-0 

Last five League matches: 

Southampton LLWLL; Wimbledon 

WWWLW 

Taylor, a^ied from Barnet yesterday 
comd go straight into the Southamp- 
ton side far (paJteeperBeasanL Saints 

boss, Sou ness, must decide whether 
to start with Le Ussier, substitute for 
the last two games. Wmbiedon man- 
agsr Wnnear expects to na rra the Bsam 
that beat Everton 3-L 




Everton v 
Blackburn 

Last season: 1-0 
Last five League matches: Ever- 
ton DWDLL; Blackburn WOUND 
Bteckbum goalkeeper, Flowers, faces 
a late fitness test. Plovers are with- 
out midfielder Flrtcroft through injury, 
but have Warhurst (hamstnng), who 
has not played for four months. Euer- 
ton give a debut to Phelan following 
his £850,000 move from Chelsea. 
Kanchelskis has recovered from flu. 


West Ham v 
N Forest 


Q 

Last season: 1-0 

tfsagu® matches: West 
Ham DLDLW; N Forest DLWLD 
Full-back Breacker is back in the squad 
after a hamstring injury and wdl com- 
W1 2| Bovren for a place at nght- 
bacK write Manor has recovered fitxn 
theealf strain. Forest caretaker boss, 

Ftearce. has added 21-year- old strik- 
er toiran to the squad, who has im- 
pressed in me reserves. 


The Celtic midfielder Phil 
O'Donnell believes that those 
who keep the coolest head 
amid the mayhem at Rangers 
tomorrow night will triumph. 

Celtic go into the New Year 
derby at Ibrox without a win 
over their rivals in the last eight 
meetings and needing to close 
a gap which stands at 1 1 points. 
Rangers having played two 
more matches. 

“We all know how big a 
game it is and we am trying to 
prepare in the right way," said 
O’Donnell, who is very much in 
line to make the side chosen by 
Tommy Bums after playing 
three games in eight days fol- 
lowing a four-month absence. 

The 24-year-oJd O'Donnell 
insists calmness will be needed 
in front of 50.000 fans and mil- 
lions of satellite TV viewers. 

“A couple of the Old Finn 
games I have been in, maybe I’ve 
been a wee bit tense and tight," 
he said. “You don’t do yourself 
any favours. If you go out re- 
laxed while giving 100 per cent 
you can do yourself justice." 

Like O’Donnell, Paul McStay 
is back in Celtic’s plans after 
coming through a successful re- 
turn in Saturday ’5 4-2 win over 
Dunfermline. There are doubts, 
however, over the fitness of Pe- 
ter Grant, Jackie McNamara 


Walter Smith, the Rangers 

Second DMslon 


manager, is able to call on 
Trevor Steven and Joachim 
Bjorklund, while Alan McLaren 



Third DlvfskHi 


had the benefit of a rest at the 
weekend following his return 
from a long injury lay-off- 

38 Camortdge Utd v Northampton ... 

,.2 

30 ‘FuHum v Swansea ivcudi 

X 


TODAY’S OTHER FIXTURES 


FootbaH 

Matches nor on poofs coupons; 3.0 unless 
staled 

ICIS LEAGUE Premier Division: Bishop's 
Stanford v Bromley; Chemey v Boreham 
Wood: Dulwteh Hamlet v Harrow Borough; 
Enfield v Dagenham & fiedbndgo; Hendon 
v Yeovil: Heybrd^evCV^s; S: Wtans vfyses- 
tuy; Sudan Utd v Kmgsmnan ijUL30L feed- 
ing v Cfiishalton. First Division: Abingdon 
Town v Motesey, Aldershot v Thame: Barton 
V WQhmgham: Billericay v Croydon; Bofinor 
Regs <1 Basngitote Gresham v Maoertwact 
Homo ton v footing & Mitcham: Leyton Pat- 
nanl v Marlow: Ujdxldgev worthing; WjJjton 
& Hensttam v Canwy island, second Wvi- 
sxxr Cheshurt vCoterRow&ftornfatt Ecg- 
ware v Windsor & Eton; Hemal Hempstead 
v Bedford; Horsham v Dotting; Hungffiwti 
v WemWw (7J0i; LeatheitreBd v Bradmeil; 
THburv v Banssead (7.301; w fere v cnalftw 
Si Paec Witham v Barking. 

UMBDND LEAGUE Premier Dhrtsfon: Ao- 
crirHon Scmley v Spemymoon Banw v Lan- 
caster; Boston Utd v Galns&orougft Bunion 
v Alftau*>; Choriey u Bam&er Bridge; Leek v 
Whjnrr Runcorn v Manre. First ttvistaK 
Bradford Park Avenue 1 ftreley Celilc; Har- 


5 Town v Mattock; RaddlffoSorou&i v 
mu* Utd; Worisop v Linooto Utd. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Promfor BMAn: 
Alhwaone v Nuneaton; BattKkv 
fembrteteBCliyvSudUjiy'k»rti^ffi? ,ort 
v Hastings: CnefBenham v 

Crawley v Ashford; Dtstwaerv 
ft; Gnrfey ftwerev Burton; 

SaftsMyr Sflw 8 b0WI “J! 

NorthflMC WbroastwvGloucem. south- 
ern Dt*Moa: Cffderfort v Wgston^iper- 
Mare; Orencesier v Forest SwwRwere: 
Oevadon v Y&ca; Danfort v Manptt. Fish- 
er Aiweoc V Ento & BriM 
ham; Havant v Weymouth; Nwport (toWl v 
Bashley: St Leonards Stameron y Ton- 
Srtiga; WarertoovWe v TVewWdtfe; ^ Witray v 
BucWnriiafn Town. AWWmf DMskxv- Bed- 
woriti V Shepshed ^tomDorbyv Ram- 
ds; Dudley v Bllaon; Bttfta tiyyS ftjgby: 
Moor Green v Sutton Comma: Pager 
annum uSolftun Boroufji; RscfogOuo War- 
wick v Reddttch; RottweU v Grantham: 
Stourbridge v Stafford Rangers; Tamworth v 
Ilkeston. 

WMSTOKLEAD RENT LEAGUE: Cray v 
CrodenhU (2.15); Lordswoodv Beckenham 
(2.0); Shsppey v Cnatham 0-Oj; vulnerable 
v Folkestone. 


POOLS FORECAST 


RR Cap third round 

X Arsenal v Sunderland. ..... ...1 

2 Wycombe v Branford — 3 

3 Barnsley v Oldham ... — 1 

4 BfcrcWXJTi v Port Vde — i 

5 Brentford v Man Oty — * 

6 Cart ale v Tranmere ■* 

7 Cheisea v Wea Brum -- 1 

8 CrwsieffleU v Bristol Oty -2 

9 Crewe v Wimbledon -2 

10 Crystal Paiacs v Leeds -X 

11 GWlngram v Derby X 

12 L»cester v Soutnend. ........... J. 

13 Lveruool v Bumtey 1 

14 Luton v Bofton 2 . 

US Mfodtesbrouffiv Chaser -1 

IB Norwich v Shall Utd — -X 

17 Plymouth v RerertMrough - 1 

15 QPR * Huddersfield ...._.....l 

19 Reeding v Southampton X 

20 Shaft Wed v Gnmsoy l 

21 Stoke « Stockport — . — 1 

22 Watford v Oxford urtf — 1 

23 Wolverhampton v Portsmouth 1 

24 Wrexham v WBst Ham --—2 

Also ptayfoEinoi on coupons): Q**noyvWWi- 
u«. Hwnwfart v Yon. Oty, Noam Fmest v 
ipswefl. StevenagB v ftrmrfigham lat Birm- 
ingham Dry FO. 

Raying Sunday: Chariton v Newcastle. Euer- 
Don v Swindon. Manchester United v ToHon- 
nam. Notts County « Aston Vffla. 

natkmwbte Football League 


31 Hereford vDariutgton 2 

32 Hull v Colchester. - 2 

33 Leyton Omni v Mansfield 1 

34 Wigan v Haitfepool 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Barnet v Lm- 
coin. Cardiff v Scunthorpe. 

Ptaytag Sunday: -Fulham v Swansea 1 pools 
panel uotei. 

Ben’s Scouted League 
P re mier Division 

36 Aberdeen v Dunfermkne 

36 CettK v Mometwefl 

37 Dundee Utd v Wmamocii 

38 Hibernian v Rangers 

39 Ranh v Hearts 


1 

1 

1 

.2 

2 


First DUt s ton 

40 Airdrie v Greenock Mxton . 

41 East Ffo v St Jonnsione .. 

42 Fata* v Oydebanfc 

43 PertiCk v Surtn* 

44 St Mmen v Dundee 

Temeots S c otti sh Cop 
Second roand 

46 Brechin v Livingston 

46 Couoentjaath v Dumbarton 

47 Ross County v Montrose 

48 Stenhousemuv v Haitvtton 

48 Stranraer v Inverness C. ThisOe.. 


1 

J2 

1 

1 

X 


1 

2 

.....1 

1 

JC 


Also ploying (not on coup o ns ): Ayr v Oyde. 
Berwcfc v Peterhead, East Swung v Brora 
Rangers, Forfar v Alloa, Queen's Park v Gala 
FatryOean. Spartans * Artxwm. Wtitehffl v 
Queen of South. 

Four dram: Crysutf Palace v beesfa U««s, 
Norwich -v Sheffield United, Readme v 
Southanptcn, St Mirren v Dundee. 

Five awns: Wmoiedon. West Ham, Bwgera. 
Heats. Dumbonrri 

Tan homes Atx na. Oiefcea, Uueqnd, Mid- 

(fesbiou^. VVWwhafnpton, Puiham. 

Ijsyion Orienu Aberdeen. Ceioc. 





UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Br*t 
DMsfoR Burgas MvQaktvood: Eastnwne 
town v Southtnck: langney v Haftham 

(7.30) ; Mite Oak v Salwean; Paacehsven 
&TalscambevWhitEita-.vk; RffgrnervHas- 
5odts |7.30i: Shoreham v Seise?. Three 
Bridges v Horsham YMCA; Wicfc v Pagfam 

(7.30) . 

SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Premior Di- 
vision: Westbury v Caine; torringnm v 
Bam.iapie. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAOJ& Ttrftoamtom 

vRy.ielL2.30). 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: BarweH V SJapsnWB; BWcetrtl v 
Bto«wich: Halesowen Hamers * Wea Mrt- 
tends Police; Reteal v Rtebafc Perehwe v 

Brujgr^jrth; Rocester v Cbasetovm (r^l); 

Sanotveli v ffldbury; Shiftal v Kryperdey: 
Stratford v HmcWey AlWeicWaerat^v Boa- 
mere. 4 

SMBtNOFF BBSH LEAQUE Premier Mvt- - 
store Orftanrtte v demon; Ooforalnevlff- 
field; G lento ran v A«W Ponadown ' e 
CrusadWS. First Drift** BafoClare v Bal- 
lymena: Bangor vCartefoDWflieryvNBuy: 
Omagh v Lame. 

HARP LAGER LEAGUE OF BEWNDOT 

Final second lee Cart W v Gatm 
Utd (3) iL30). 

Rugby League . 

FRIENDLY MATCHES: « BdjW 

1 LO 1 : Keighley v Hudde«i«“ 
lens v Wigan (3.0). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Emen?r4 Wa,es v ^ 

(2 JO) (at Cardiff Arms W- 

CUIB MATCHES: FVUe **£*£“* “S 

Hartlepool Rovers v WBSlHrtrtrto 1 V*-® 1 ’ 

Other sports -r ‘- . 

DARTS: Wrtx: Wxto CtWiiDbP^ tP * rfe ^ 
Essej. ' 

before trawfling (0 aiy o** af ™ unB ‘ 


number 


The position irt 
tional Termis f«i-r- — . ^ 
rankings 

Britain's Martin^ *^2 
boys' singles: 
eti the year 

boys’ doubles^^ebj^ 
Gro^jea, of 
world No 1 in ' ^ “ 







IiaiEST Results and Top 50 Teams 


^INDEPENDENT 

ONSCNIMY 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Sliver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published be- 
low, shows four scores. The Week 20 (Wk 20) col- 
umn lists all points scored in matches played between 
Monday 23 December - Sunday 29 December in- 
clusive. Column B lists all points scored before the 
transfer period. Column A lists all points scored af- 
ter the transfer period. The Overall (Ov) column lists 
the total amount of points scored in all matches played 
from Saturday 17 August - Sunday 29 December. 
Also published today is the Top 50 League table 
(see left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent 
Fantasy Football managers and their teams for 


inarches played between Saturday 17 August - Sun- 
day 22 December. • 

Results will be published every Wednesday in The In- 
dependent for all games played from the previous 
Monday to Sunday inclusive; They will also appear 
the following Sunday, in the Independent on Sunday. 
The overall Top 50 League table will be printed every 
Wednesday and again on Sunday. Tfenns and con- 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goaikeeperfdefender I 
clean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, 1 point for 
a draw ■ Lose I point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 points 
for a red card 


ditions are as previously published and are available • 
upon request. 

PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will be tbe '■ 
entrant who has accrued more points than any other In- 
dependent Fantasy Football team in that time. Win the 
ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 World Cup in France. 
The winner, plus companion, will see all the action of a 
quarter- final and a semi-final of their choice, plus tbe 
naLIn addition, the highest scoring team each month will_ 
win a pair of tickets to one of England’s World Cup quak- •. 
ifying games at Wembley. . ... 

Congratulations to our fourth month's winner Rlct Vap from 
West End, Oxford who has scored 16? points with his teain 
Out Of Mind He has won a pair of tickets to see England ... 
play Italy on the 12 February 1997. Thefoorth months prize ■' 
is for matches played between 25 November and. 22 De- 
"cember. 


T E am Marke t an d Sgore 


B- Before buffer period 
A - Altar transfer period 


"DUE TO THE CHRISTMAS BREAK, IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO UPDATE THE TEAM MARKET AND SCORES. PLEAS CHECK NEXT WEEK FOR THE LATEST F1GURES- 
OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 1 7 AUGUST -22 DECEMBER; WEEK 19 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FRO M 16-22 PECP1BBI 


if rou would fits io know more about Philips range of lighting products, call 0181 686 1966 (Fantasy Football questions cannot be answered on this Hoe), 
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sport 


m 


moves on 


to greater glories 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD : 

2° into their game 

JU? fLfl* toda y without 
one of their dominant figures of 
recent years in their camp. Joe 
l^don resigned yesterday as the 
club s football manager, a role 
he took on after a glittering 
phjyin| career at Central Ehrk. 

■ He b now expected .to take 
charge of youth development for 
the Rugby League, a role vacant 
John Rear’s departure for 
Sheffield. ‘‘I have several other 

options open to me and I wfflbe 
considering them afl," Lydon 
said “I have been af Wigan for 
■ the last 11 years and I am proud 
"to have played my part as play- 
er, coach and manager at a dub 

on n 


Fhul Anderson, the 19-yeaj- 
QM whose form as a back-raw for- 
ward was Me of the highlights of 
• the Great Britain Academy tour 
of New Zealand this autumn, will 
be entrusted with St Helens’ 
stand-off role this afternoon. 


The second leg of the Norweb 
Winter Challenge between the 
two old rivab is subject to a pilch 
inspection at 9am this rooming. 
If it goes ahead. Saints will start 
10 points down and stfil without 
their regular No 6, Karie Ham- 
mond, who is mourning the 
death of his younger brother. 

“Paul is really a second row- 
er, but he has very good skiUs,” 
Shaun McRae, the Saints-coadi, 
said He carries out. a second ex- 
periment by playing Andy 
Nortbey at booker, but has high 
hopes Bobbie Gouldingwfil re- 
turn after missing tbe first leg 
with a back injury and Paul 
Newlove and Chris Morley will 
recover from strains and knocks 
picked up at. Central Park. 

McRae admits that his side 
was flattered by the 10-point 
deficit from that match, but be- 
lieves home advantage now 
leaves the contest wide open. 
“The evidence of last season is 
that home ground is worth about 
15 points in matchesbetween the 
two clubs,” he said “It is now 
perfectly balanced” 


West was delighted with the 
way a string of young reserves 
performed in the first leg. They 
will have to maintain the same 
standard, although the squad 
could be strengthened by the re- 
turn of Nigel Wight after flu. 

Leeds have continued their 
restrucruring with the acquisi- 
tion, on a six-month second- 
ment, of one of Australia's 
leading backroom men. Rudi 
Meir will join the dub within the 
next two weeks as conditioning 
and skills co-ordinator to work 
alongside the coach, Dean Bell, 
in preparing the side for the Su- 
per League season. 

An amateur team have been 
thrown out of the Challenge 
Cup for playing two registered 
professionals, Rob Hutchin- 
son, of Hull KR, and Darren 
Grice, of Featherstone, in their 
first-round victory. Norland 
from Humberside, beat Mfifoid 
34-20 but, following a protest 
from Milford had the result 
overturned by the Rugby 
League, who reinstated the 
Leeds chib. 


Bath must cope without Catt 


Rugby Union 


Mike Catt, the England stand- 
off, will again be ruled out by 
injury when the champions, 
Bath, resume their Courage 
League campaign against Sara- 
cens at the Recreation Ground 
.on Saturday, weather permit- 


Richard Butland will deputise. 

The Aigmtinian import Fed- 
erico Mendez spent Christinas 
in South America, but is back 
at hooker, packing down with 
Dave HD ton and Victor Ubogu. 

. With tbe US Eagles captain, 
Dan Lyle, on tour duties, Nigel 
Re dman resumes his second- 
row.partnerahip alongside Mar- 
tin Haag, and Scottish interna- 
tional Eric Peters returns at 
open-side flanker. 

-The England captain, Phil de 
GlanviDe, and Jeremy Guscoit 
form tbe midfield combination, 
while Jon Sleigh tholme and Ja- 
son Robinson complete an im- 
pressive threequarters unit 

Ibiilouse, the European 
champions, are sweating on 
the fitness of French interna- 
tionals Emile Ntamack and 
Thomas Castaign&de for Sat- 
urday’s Heineken Cup semi-fi- 
nal at Leicester. ' " ■" 

Tbe wing Ntamadc, whocap- 


tained Toulouse to victory over 
Cardiff in last season’s final, is 
troubled by a pelvic injury. He 
has not played since the quar- 
ter-final success in Dax more 
than six weeks ago, while the 
centre Castaign£de is strug- 
gling with rib problems. 

Hard-up Neath are claiming 
last Saturday’s postponement of 
their home National League 
match against Llanelli cost the 
dub around £15,000. 

The match was finally called 
off 30 minutes before the sched- 
uled 230 kick-off time because 
both sets of players refused to 
play on the frosty pitch, al- 
though both club committees 
appeared to favour the match 
starting. 

The referee, Peter Bolland of 
Newport, himself a former top- 
class centre, had no alternative 
other than to call the match off 
as spectators poured into the 
ground. 


Mary Pierce, of France, playing in her first tournament since September, produces 
her trademark forehand during her 7-6, 6-1 defeat of Australia's Nicole Bradtke in 
the Hopman Cup in Perth yesterday. However, the victory proved to be in vain as, 
with the tie level at 1-1, Mark Phllippoussis and Bradtke teamed up to win the 
deciding doubles for the Australians Photograph: Mogens Johansen/AP 


Crew fight on in Icy Jacuzzi’ 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

While the first eight of the 14- 
strong fleet in the BT Challenge 
round the world race were able 
to celebrate New Year ashore, 
the crew of Cotirlaulds still 
had 300 miles to go and were 
experiencing what they de- 
scribed as the worst conditions 
of the entire second leg from 
Rio de Janeiro to Wellington. 
They were not alone, with the 


largely disabled crew of Tune & 
Tide reported to be battling on 
in what was an icy Jacuzzi on 
deck as waves whipped up by 
Lhe 60-knot winds of Hurricane 
Fergus broke afi over the boat. 

The yachts who reached New 
Zealand yesterday were Merfyn 
Owen (Global Teamwork), 
Richard Merriweather (Com- 
mercial Union) and Tbra 
O'Connor (Pause to Remem- 
ber) and Richard Tudor (Nu- 
clear Electric). 

There was then a 140-mile 


gap to Paul Bennett in Ocean 
Rover, with the rest strung out 
over nearly 400 miles. 

Tbe dismasted Concert bad 
arrived at tbe Chatham Islands 
in time for their own celebra- 
tion, but were stopping only to 
refuel. They will then motor sail 
to Wellington where they will re- 
ceive a new mast The whole 
fleet is to be re-rigged follow- 
ing the problems which have 
beset many of the boats on the 
6,600-mile voyage round Cape 
Horn. 


-SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 


ranm aar. 

tertiack on Monday became only the 

second player to wm the NFLs top ln- 
c&^^a^lno^nseaitiwv^^He 
received 52 of the 93 votes by Amer 
dan sports where to win the Most \tehj. 
able Player of the year accolade. Favre 
joined Joe Montana (1989-9Q) as the 
only winner of tv® straight MVPs. Oth- 
ertwo-ttne winners were Stew Vfauns 
11992. '94), John Unites U964 and 
’67}, and Jim Brown (1957 and ’65). 

Basketball 

NBA: Onetond 108 Mtaneeata 96: Dam* 97 
OriaWOBgNew Yto 

n$Dn 92 Chanotte 101: CWcaaj ai &t,re 70- 
Hounon 99 Seaotoei; DenwToa BeSElO? 

F 0 ®® 15? , Sa ££!? ,TO 881 ' fa nwu*er88S«i 
Anwno 95: LA Ctaen US Utati 10L 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC ENVISION 

w L Pet OK 

Kami 23 7 .767 

Nrwr York 21 a .724 life 

WesHnttcu 15 14 .517 tvj 

Ortrndo 10 16 385 u 

New Jersey 8 19 .296 1 su* 

PNta«ia»p**i B 20 .238 14 

Boston G 2i ,222 UP* 


•27 4 .871 - 

32 7 .759 4 

<18 10 .655 7 

■16 11 .593 9 

<16 13 352 10 

<15 14 .517 11 

-13 15 .464 12*i 

<10 19 345 16 


PACIFIC DLVWON 


2 * 6 300 

22 7 .759 Hi 

10 17 370 12V, 

12 16 .400 12 

-8 22 .267 Ifi 

-7 20 .259 15*a 

-6 25 .194 lB«j 


LA Latent — 22 9 .710 

21 7 356 Mj 

Portend 16 15 316 0 

Sacramento. — 13 IB .419 9 

BaMm State 11 13 379 lfl 

LAOMam 11 is 367 1 DV* 

Phoenix 10 19 346 n 

Darts 

RED BAWWBBDQIAAMONSMP(naflaaU; 
Group A: G Mawson iCani tx E Bnstow (Era 
3-L Oram & S Downs (USl MS Buffs* Era 
3-1. Group IV 5 Brown (USi bt R Gardner tEra 
3-2. Oeqp ft J Lam {Eng be P Urn (USl 3-1 

Football 

PHEMERSMP AND FttST DM8HM SUS- 
PENSIONS: Semfittgi Off. I Wrist* (Arserw) 

3 matches tram 4 January; M Whelan (Coven- 
try) 1 match tram 9 January; B Hreter IHead 
>00 2 marches from 4 Janjay; 14 Swosaoa 
(Portsmouh) 1 match from <1 January. 21 Penal- 
tjf Points: C Palmer (Leeds,) 2 ranches from 4 
tanarf. R(Mn fCrvoal Patocel 2 marches hm 

4 January. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Demit 3 Phoenot 5: Ottawa 3 Anaheim 
4 lot); Pittsburgh 5 Wasrtngton 3: Tororso 2 
N» istendere ft Dsfflas 2 NT Raneere 3: EB- 
morrton 2 Los Angeles L 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOODS: 26 December: Treble 
chance 23pta £273,652.93. 22 £154620, 
21 £28325, 20 £3335. MFtfcnK No cSen 
with max 24pts. The £250.000 atocared to 
(his dividend is equity cfivxfnd among tfic ful 
hme results. 

28 December: Treble chance, 24pt» 
£107345.55. 23pts £618.80, 22pts 
£49.55, 2ipta £10.45. HaU-tkne: 23pre 
£22300.75. 

VBUIONS: 28 Decentter Treble dance: 
24pts £59360.60, 23 £37020, 22 £57.75. 
Super Shots £32.55. Premier 10 £145.05 
(part on nna correctj. 

Rugby Union 

Eric Miller, the 23-year-old Leicester 
flanker, is the only new cap in Ireland's 
team to play Italy at Lansdowne Road 
on Saturday. The team shows two 


changes compared to the one defeat- 
ed by Australia last month, with Miller 
coming on at open-sms flanker Instead 
of Denis McBnde. while Conor O’Shea 
repteces the injured Jim Staples at full- 




iGanywem; P Bute 

N Po «>tewBB 

Wfton (London Insn)- d Qoilniy (Brstdl' 

Siding 

Emma Carrick-Andeison will be one 
Bntai making good use of the Arctic 
conditions across Europe when she 
opere up her World Cup campaign in 
a slalom at Manbor, Slovenia, onSat- 
urtay. Camck-Andefson is hoping to 
make the top 30 in the first run de- 
spro a tow start number likely to be 
in the fifties m order to quality for the 
seaind run. However, after two wins 
in FIS races and a third place in Pm- 
raualh where she split the Italian 
wwnen s A team, she is confident of 
making the vital breakthrough- 

Squash 

Machine's Simon Parke has followed up 

nte return to the posoon as the nauontf 

No 1 wth promotion to No 5 on the new 
worto ranking list issued yesterday. The 
wwW champion. Jansher Khan of pah- 
elan, mainiams his domination of the 
No 1 position but by the smallest mar- 
gin m more than three years. 

RANKINGS LiBZ)iflftgpo 6 btaft 8 :Mm: 

1 Jansher WianiPaM: z R Eyies iAusk 3 Plfcoi 

tSool: 4C Walker lEng); BSpSS (Engj^BJ 

9 0 k&TC (Eng): 10 Mian (Raw. Wtoraac 
1 S RcGeraifl (Ausi: 2 M Maron Wiai; 3 C Ja* 

6 L living (Aus): 7 C Owens Wtal ; 8 S Scrnre 
(Gen: 9 C NrtrtilSAJ; 10 FG^vk (E n^ 

Tennis 

QAXAR OPEN (Doha) Hen's saides, tost 
rwWfc S Bmgjera iSp) u M Such iGw] 63 

5- L- T Muaer lAull bt H Gumy (Ara 7-5 64: 

P iCz Rep) W S Simian (Fri 6-1 6-2; C 
Ruud (Nod n Sultan Khaifan lOamr) 6-2 6-0- 
R Sabau (Rom) bi 0 Groce iGer) 6-3 341 7-6: 

J Cooler (US' bt S Sehtjjkm |Meoij 7-6 7-5; 

J Sanchez (Sp> bt G Raoux iFrt 6-3 4-6 6-4: 
M Nomum (Sue) bt JA Vioca iSw 6-3 6 to. 
HOPMAN CUP (Perth) Qrocm A: Australia bt 
France M (tas names first} State N 
Brattoe loa to M Pace 6-7 1« M Phtaourta 

bt G Forgot 7-6 6-2. Doubles: Prtinpoussfc 
and Bradtke bt Forget ana tame 7-6 7-6. 
AUSIRAIMN HAROCOURT CMAmONSHB>S 
(Adelaide) First round: T Johansson [Sue) bt 
G Banco (Soi 64 63; PftyieriAusj btJ ^ren- 
stan (USl 6-4 63; J Stark RfS) bt A Medvedev 
Mu) 5 1 6-L J Tatango (US) bt M Damm (C> 
Rep) 6-3 6-3; B Ufflracb (Ct Rep) bt N Rsren 
(Venl 6-4 6-4: s Diaper (Aus) bi A Radtiescu 
iGert 6-3 3-6 6-3; J Bfortanan |5we| OtNKul- 
n (Sue) 7-5 6-1; K Kucera (Shwrtg m S Stole 
(Aus) 6-14-6 6 - 0 . 

BOLD COAST CLASSIC WOMEN’S TOURNA- 
RBff(HopeMBMl,Aua)Ffettroimd:ACarts- 
son (Sue) bt A Mller (US) 7-6 B-3; M Wwnans 
INetfu bt M Werdel Wctmeyer (US) 4-6 6-4 
64; c Cnstea (Rom) bt H Suhova (Cz Repl 

6- 4 6-4; } Kandair (Get) bt P Schrtyder (SwiQ 

6- 4 6-3. 

NEW ZEALAND CLASSIC WDtBfSTOUIt 
NAMBfT (AucMareft Fbat nuri: A Huber (Get) 
hi F Liixanl nu 6-3 6-3; j Wiesner (AuQ bt G 
HeJgeson Nielsen (US) 6-1 6-3; L Wld (US) bt 
D Randriamefy (Mad) 2-6 6-4 6-3: M Worn- 
gamer iGer) bt B Scnett (Aid) 6-4 64; F La- 
bet tAnp bt G Leon Ganto (Spl 64 6-4; R Hnki 
CJapanT bt D van Roost (Bed 63 0-6 62; A 
Dacftaura-BaHerBt (Ft) bl K Kschwenrit (Aut) 

7- 6 7-5: TTanasiaam (Thai M A Fusai (Ft) & 

2 6 - 1 ; S Cade (US) bt I Gorrocnateglu (Aig) 6 

3 7-5; P Hy-Bouiais (Can) bt J Watanebe RJS) 
5-7 7-5 7-5; J Husarova (Skwahl btCTonens- 
Valero (Sp) 62 62; S PWrowsJo (Fri K A 01- 
sza (Pori 62 62: A Grossman (US) bt S de 
VOe (Bel) 7-5 <4-6 2-1 ret L Gobrsa lit) bt L 
Lee (USl 61 7-6; E Wagner (Ger) bt Y Yosh- 
da [Japan) 6-1 2-6 6-4; M Maiuska (Aut) W 
R Hudson (NZ) 60 62. 
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sport 


Manchester United to win the title, Australia to blaze through the Ashes series, no Grand Slam title 
for Henman, but golf could have a young champion. Independent writers look at the year ahead 


things to come 


Time to ; bring on the Italians 


McGrath can upstage Warne 


Another 20 Italians will be 
heading for these shores in 
1997, but most will be seek* 
ing points not pounds. After a 
year dominated by a summer 
tournament English football re- 
turns to its winter roots, with the 
two most significant dates in 
February and October. That is 
when England meet Italy, home 
and away, in the quest for a 
place in the 1998 Wbrld Cup. 

The February tie, at Wemb- 
ley, will be Italy's first under new 
management Cesare Maldini 
will need all of his son Paulo's 
defensive virtues if Italy are to 
end Glenn Hoddle’s impressive 
start He will also need good 
minders off the pitch as the ho- 
tel could be overrun by English 
agents and managers. 

An English victory then, and 
a point or more in Poland in 
May, will virtually ensure Eng- 
land finish in the top two. A fur- 
ther point in Italy on 11 October 
would clinch first place and- 
avoid the trauma of a play-off. 

BizarreJy. there will be one oth- 
er Anglo-ltalian meeting, in 
France in the summer. Brazil will 
also feature in a pre-Worid Cup 
tournament which will be as 
much a test of security as foot- 
ball. 

Scotland's key matches are 
in April, when they host Austria 
and visit Sweden. The Irish Re- 
public’s fate is likety to be de- 
cided in October, when Romania 
visit Dublin. The North wind up 
their campaign in Portugal the 
same night but, by then, the re- 



be filled. With the refusals piling 
up, it seems the Football Asso- 
ciation may have favourably re- 
considered Howard Wilkinson's 
credentials to be technical di- 
rector. He may be associated wth 
unimaginative football but, after 
two years of futile searching, a 
compromise is required. 

ft will be equally difficult to 
find a replacement for Rick Par- 
ry as chief executive of the Pre- 
mier League. With pay-per-view 
approaching, Parr/scalm and 
even-handed negotiating wiH be 
missed. 

So, too, will his concept of a 
game beyond the Premier 
League. While the big dubs look 
to more television loot the likes 
of Brighton and Partington are 
merely seeking to survive. Not for 
them the share issues of the fat 
cats. Nor will they be on Rober- 
to Baggio's views** fet as he pon- 
ders a mow from Sene A. 

The year will end with the 
World Cup draw - what price 
England to be paired with 
Terry Venables' Australia? 


Paulo Maldini: Aiming to come to his father’s defence 


suit may be academic. As for 
Wales, the big question is 
whether Bobby Gould will still be 
in a job by then. 

The internationals are im- 
portant but they will relegated 
to the back burner while the Pre- 
miership builds up to what could 
be a third successive last-day 
finish. Manchester United are 
looking ominously good and 


supporters of their rivals may, 
for once, want them to defeat 
Porto in March in the hope that 
the European Cup will distract 
them. !f Newcastle and Liver- 
pool are similarty affected. Ar- 
senal may sneak in. In the 
autumn there may be the de- 
lightful prospect of Wimbledon 
taking on Europe. 

Two important posts have to 


Pr e dictions (in descending or- 
der of probability): Champions: 
Manchester United. England 
and Scotland to quality for the 
World Cup. Liverpool to win Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup. Kid- 
derminster to replace 
Darlington. Ravanelli to join 
Manchester United. Khnnear 
to be offered Tottenham job. 
Chelsea to win FA Cup. Baggio 
to join Newcastle while Ferdi- 
nand goes to Aston Villa. 


With just a single Test win in 
1996, it has been a less than 
exhilarating year for England's 
Test cricketers, whose latest 
0-0 draw against Zimbabwe 
has merely served to confirm 
a deep-rooted stagnation, 
which has been ignored as 
long as it has been suspect- 
ed. 

There is no doubt then that 
English cricket is in flux, both 
on and off the field, the lat- 
ter due mainly to the forma- 
tion of the new England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) un- 
der the chairmanship of Lord 
MacLaurin. He is charged with 
the task of rationalising an ail- 
ing and docile domestic sys- 
tem to the betterment of the 
national side. After their forth- 
coming tour of New Zealand, 
England meet Australia, their 
oldest of foes, for an Ashes 
summer. 

Australia should win the 
Ashes, though England can be 
expected to take one of the 
Tests after the series has been 
settled. Michael Atherton is like- 
ly to be appointed for the first 
two Tests of the summer fol- 
lowing what I predict will be an 
unconvincing 1-0 series win in 
New Zealand. If his side lose 
both those matches, he will 
surely not see the summer out 
as England’s leader. 

Over the six summer Tests, 
Glenn McGrath, Australia's 
opening bowler, can be ex- 
I pected to take more Ashes 
I wickets than Shane Warne, who 



just might be partly tamed by 
John Crawley and Nasser Hus- 
sain. Expect the latter to be 
Atherton's successor should 
England capitulate early on. 

In county cricket, Warwick- 
shire, with Allan Donald re- 
turned, should contest the 
head of the County Champi- 
onship with Surrey and Leices- 
tershire. I expect Durham will 
' win a first-class game, while 
two from Owais Shah (Mid- 
dlesex), Ashley Cowan (Essex) 
and James Kirtley (Sussed will 
play for England In the final 
Test at The Oval. 

If that sounds improbable, on 
the same day as David Gower 
celebrates his 40th birthday, a 
branch of Tesco’s will open in 
Calcutta, as Lord MacLaurin 
strikes up an unlikely alliance 
with Jagnohan Dalmiya, India's 
cricketing pcwsr broker and setk 
styled saviour of world cricket 

Vfet as other temples fell and 
MCC at last becomes bisex- 
ual. I expect one institution to 
remain intact, at least for an- 
other year, with Graham 
Gooch spuming the job as 
chairman of selectors - which 
i predict will fell to Mike Gat- 
ting instead - and playing out 
his valedictory season with Es- 
sex. Expect, him to finish 
again as the country’s lead- 
ing run-scorer. 


Shane Warne: Hoping to spin Australia to Ashes victory 


PretSction: Australia to vwn Test 
series 4-1. Chris Levws to mod- 
el for Jean-Paul Gaultier in 
Milan. 


Athens the target 


The season's main event, 
the World Championships 
in Athens (1-10 August), 
is likely to attract a 
greater proportion of lead- 
ing athletes than did the 
1995 veferoh'. ' • 

For the first time, the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation is 
making prize-money 
available in the competi- 
tion, which will take a 
share of the $20m 
(£12. lm) available for the 
1997 IAAF programme. 

The first IAAF champi- 
onship to pay prize-mon- 
ey will bethevxxld indoor 
event at Paris from 7-9 
March. 

Britain has no defend- 
ing champions in that 
competition, but Jonathan 
Edwards is one outdoor 
title-holder who will be 
seeking to hang on to that 
distinction in Athens, 
where he would no doubt 
relish a re-match with 
the American who beat 
him to the Olympic triple- Kelly Holmes: Golden prospects 
jump gold, Kenny Harri- 
son. 

Greece could also be where Kelly Holmes earns some of the 
greater success at 800 metres and 1500m which injuiy de- 
nied her at the Olympics. Britain's other Atlanta medallists apart 
from Edwards - Roger Black and the 400m relay team, Steve 
Backley. Denise Lewis and Steve Smith - all look capable of 
earning further success. 

The efficacy of Britain's newly established forum for its ath- 
letes. the British Athletes' Association, will be put to an early 
test when selections are announced for the 1997 European 
Cup competition, which will be in Turin from 21-22 June. 

The same city will host the world cross-country championships 
on 23 March, where Britain's Jon Brown, who took die Euro- 
pean cross-country title in December, will seek a place in the 
top six against strong African opposition. 

A challenge of a different kind looms in Lievin, France, on 
16 February, when Linford Christie, supposedly retired, is con- 
sidering a run-out on the indoor track where he broke the 200m 
record in 1995. 

Another less orthodox challenge is planned for the Toronto 
Skydome, where Donovan Bailey, the Olympic 100m champi- 
on, and Michael Johnson, Olympic 200m and 400m champi- 
on, will race head-to-head over 300 metres. 


Champagne cocktails all round 
or another depressing pile of 
sackcloth and ashes? British 
rugby will happily forgat all 
about the committee room 
traumas of 1996 if the Lions, 
managed by Fran Cotton and 
coached by Ian McGeechan, 
turn over the Springboks in 
South Africa this summer. But 
even if they succeed s a.coun- 
try where they have triumphed 
only once in 11 visits since 
1891, the jubilation is likely to 
be little more than a momen- 
tary phenomenon. 

When die Lions disband and 
the individual nations resume 
their masochistic battles with 
the superpowers from south of 
the equator, this year’s story will 
be much the same as last 
year’s. England play all three 
world leaders in the space of 
a month during the winter- in- 
deed, they face New Zealand 
twice in three weeks - and at 


.ions offer optimism 


this stage it is 
hard to see 
them winning a 
single Test And 
if they ■. are 
doomed to fail- 
ure, where does 
that leave Scot- 
land, Ireland 
and Wales? 

At least the Li- 
ons tour will put 
rugby on a 
pedestal during 
the summer 



erate more hard 
cash, more tele- 
vision coverage 
and more pure 
drama than any 
other team and, 
win or lose.'the^ 
three-Test series 
against the Boks 
should be utter- 
ly compelling. 

Domestically, 
the club game 
in England will 
inherit a new 


been happier slithering around 
in a mud wrestling pit than sit- 
ting at a table, but they are go- 
fog to have to leam to love each 
other. Go on. Sir John, give Cliff 
a kiss. 

Perhaps the most intriguing 
issue surrounds the long-term 
successor to Jack Rowell as 
England coach. Not that Jack 
is likely to jump ship in the fore- 
seeable future, but one of the 
-disturbing aspects of the na- 
tional set-up is that there is a 
complete lack of any realistic 
pretender to his throne. Ian 
McGeechan, a Scot from tip to 
toe, may emerge as a rival if 
the Lions make a decent fist of 
rt We shall see. 


Germans set to rule 




months - a nice Jack RoweB; No natural heir controlling body 


change from last 
year, when men in smart suits 
rather than grubby jerseys con- 
trived to put the game in the 


made up of rep- 
resentatives from the Rugby 
Football Union and the leading 
professional teams. Up until 


stocks. The Lions always gen- now the two sides would have 


Predictions: The Lions to lose 
by the odd Test in South Africa; 
England to pinch the Five Na- 
tions: and Leicester to win any 
two of the three major club tro- 
phies. 




whk.- 




Imperial reign at Cheltenham Make or break for new order 



1 Predictions: The rise and rise of Kenya's young rriiddle-dis- 
i lance marvel Daniel Komen; gold for Kelly Holmes; Linford Christie 
i to run a 100m in under lOsec. 


Ybu did not need to be Irish to 
appreciate either the victory of 
Imperial Call in the Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham last March, or the 
jubilation which ensued in the 
winners’ enclosure afterwards. 
More exciting still, though, was 
the possibility that Impenal 
Call, eight years old today, still 
has his best seasons ahead of 
him. After no end of false 
dawns, the country where jump 
racing is a national obsession 
may have found an heir to ArWe, 
a prospect which will warm 
hearts on both sides of the sea 
on the run-in to the Festival. 

When the Rat season kicks 
in shortly afterwards, the GodoF 
phin stable which claimed its 
first trainers’ title in 1996 will 
set out for the first time with a 
healthy contingent of juveniles. 
That Giodolphin no longer relies 
simply on Sheikh Mohammed's 
cheque-book to build up its 
strength indicates that its 
growth curve has yet to peak, 
and once again their next cam- 
paign should be the best so fee 

Which will be good news for 
lanftanoo Dettori, as he sets out 


to recapture from Pat Eddery the 
jockeys’ championship which 
everyone but turf aficionados 
seems to assume is stiH his. Det- 
tori’s impact on the national con- 
sciousness was a major boost 
in a difficult year fix racing, and 
will no doubt be consolidated. 

So too, though, will the in- 
fluence of the National Lottery 
on the betting public, with the 
launch of a midweek draw next 
month. Britain’s bookmakers are 
mounting a spirited rearguard 
action against the forces of 
Camelot, with the recent launch 
of their own numbers bet just 
the latest skirmish, but it offers 
no direct benefit to racing and 
Levy yield seems sure to decline 
once again this year, ft is just 
another difficult problem for Lord 
Wakeham, British Horseracing 
Board chairman and former 
arch Tory chief whip, in a year 
which may well bring his polit- 
ical enemies to power. 


Prerfictions; Imperial Call to win 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
Space Trucker to win Champi- 
on Hurdle. 


This is the year in which rugby 
league must sort itself out both 
at home and abroad, if it is to 
have a future worth the name. 

Domestically, this year ihe ex- 
cuses runout If we are still de- 
batfog next winter whether Super 
League and summer rugby are 
a success then the answer will 
be that they are not and never 
will be. It is, therefore, a sea- 
son that demands positive think- 
ing; a healing of fault lines 
between traditionalists and in- 
novators, amateurs and profes- 
sionals, ideafete and pragmatists 
in the cause of mutual survival. 

It will be, by design, an even 
longer season than the old win- 
ter one, which was generally 
agreed to be too long And much 
of its success hfoges on whether 
the World Club Challenge cap- 
tures the imagination. Unwieldy 
and almost certainly temporary 
as it is. the criss-crossing of the 
globe by dub sides is capable of 
doing so. The same goes for next 
autumn’s Australian tour, al- 
though it cannot truly be called 
an Ashes tour until both sides can 
select from all players in their 


countries. That happy day is as 
far as ever, because the bat- 

tle between Super League and 
the Australian Rugby League will 
continue - at the turnstile and 
the TV remote control rather than 
in court - throughout the year. 

Of equal sgTificance is the re- 
lationship between the two 
codes of rugby and how that will 
develop now that union is open- 
ly professional and league - or 
at least parts of it - is nervous. 

In the short-term, there will be 
a trickle of players lost; wi Vb’a^a 
Tuigamafa ever be primarily a 
Wigan player again, fix instance? 
Over the longer run, league 
needs to be strong and unified 
if some dubs are not to start 
thinking of moving in the same 
direction. There aretoose who al- 
ready see re-absorption as a his- 
torical inevitability. That would be 
a tragedy, because the reasons 
that some of us rnfinitey prefer 
league remain as valid as ever. 


Prediction: St Helens to show 
that they have the necessary re- 
silience to retain the Stones Su- 
per League Championship. 


The appetite for the 1997 p • • 

world championship has ..... ... : 

already been sharpened . . ' 

by the unveiling of new 
teams, new cars and new 

drivers, but come the ;*■ V 

opening race, in Australia . - , ;• , «•; * - 

on 9 March, the likelihood •' 

is we shall have a femil- -ivv '' ■***.% 

iar scenario at the front 
Williams versus Schu- 
macher. 

Winter's dark months $ 

have been illuminated by - 

the starry eyes of Stew- •' > 

art Lola and a revamped -y\ \-j 

Arrows, and by the blaze 
of publicity surrounding 

Nigel Mansell’s latest ill- ' 

fated coming. . 

A close season scarce- 'i 'Vlr ' V- ’ * WJfc •" • 

ly exists in modem For- . v.;J.r : 
mula One and iTV, new - 

guardians of mechanical 

combat’s top show on v 

these shores, will be 

grateful for all the hype 

teat can be mustered. ■ 

When the radng begins, . 

British drivers are going to 1 

be out of the picture. . - * 

Williams should again 
be the team to beat and ■> 

Jacques Villeneuve’s ex- * . v' l ^ 
perienoe of the title con- " • Jjjl.; ; 
test last season ought to V ; • t r , 

arm him with a crucial ad- . ; 9 .>* 

vantage over his new 

team-mate, Germany’s -L'.. '* fej*® 

Heinz-Harald Frentzen. •?. 'Vq) 

However, Frentzen 's • ■■ • 

admirers will tell you he - i,. ‘ 
was once quicker than his . • - 

compatriot Michael L — 

Schumacher, and that he Michael Schumacher: Famffiar foe 
might still be. Even if he 

is nearty as quick as Schumacher, he may be too hot for the 
Canadian. 

Frentzen has had a tendency to push his car over the limit 
but that should not be necessary in a Wiliams. The critical fac- 
tor could be how he copes with the expectations ctf his team, 
who demonstrably signed him to beat Schumachec 

Ferrari are optimistic their latest creation will give Schumacher 
more muscle this year and. although the champion of 1994 
and 1995 is characteristically cautious, a car remotely close 
to the capability of the Williams should be enou^i to return 
the titfe to its rightful owner. 


* * 
**• 

I*' * 


\ * 


* ^ 

iL « 


Prediction: A supercharged contest for the title between Schu- 
macher and Frentzen. 



GOLF 

Andy Farrell 


Woods to come of age 


Tiger Woods: A major on the cards 


The scary part about Tiger Woods being 
elected Sport lllustrated’s Sportsman of the 
'fear is how often he will win it in the fu- 
ture. He may have won an unprecedent- 
ed third successive US Amateur title, picked 
up rookie endorsements of $60m (£36m) 
and won two of his first seven pro events, 
but what about when he wins a major cham- 
pionship, several majors, the Grand Siam? 

The even scarier part is that one of those 
wins came when he was suffering from a 
gain strata, the other a heavy cofcL As Woods 
said: “t haven't played my best golf yet" 

Wfoods'firet professional major wiH be the 
US Masters in April. He has already played 
Auguste National twice and his tang-hitting 
game is made fix the place. Last year. Jack 
Ntcklaus said Woods wuld surpass his and 
Arnold, Palmer's tally of 10 Green Jackets. 

But Woods, 21 last Monday, will not steal 
the whole show. The US Open, at Con- 
gressional in June, will spotlight Nick Fal- 
do's desire to win that elusive title. 


The Open will put Colin Montgomerie 
centre stage, ft takes place in July at Roy- 
al Troon, where Monty's father is the club 
secretary. A major fix the Scot is a far high- 
er priority than a fifth Order of Merit 

And make no mistake, the Ryder Cup 
will be the Seve Ballesteros show, whether 
just captaining or playing, too. The Amer- 
icans are once again dominating the world 
rankings while the Europeans are in tran- 
sition. Anything could happen. 

It ran only be hoped that Jose Maria Oiaz- 
abal's rheumatoid arthritis will allow him to 
return after not playing a tournament in over 
a year. But Canadian Randi Wilson, 9, will 
not touch a golf dub. She holed in one with 
her first shot on a golf course but gave up 
after nine holes. “The first hole was great," 
she said, “but the rest of it sucked." 


Protection: Majors fix Woods. Faldo, Mont- 
gomerie and Phil Mickelson, but not nec- 
essarily in that order. 


TENNIS 

Simon O' Hasan. 


Consolidation for Henman 


Last year was the first since 1991 that there 
had been two first-time winners in Grand 
Slams - Vevgeny Kafelnikov in the French 
Open and Richard Krajicek at Wimbledon 
- and relatively youthful they were too. But 
to take this as an indication that tennis's 
world order was changing would have been 
premature. 

Perhaps the most notable aspect of the 
game as we go into the new year is the 
way the positions of the older guard - in 
the form of Pete Sampras, Baris Becker 
and Michael Chang - have become en- 
trenched. At 29, Becker's defiance of the 
years is the most remarkable. Later this 
month he defends his Australian Open ti- 
tle on the back of his demolition of the 
opposition in toe Grand Slam Cup at the 
beginning of December. Sampras, aged 25. 
followed his victory in the 1996 US Open 
by beating Becker to the ATP Championship 
title in a match that produced some of the 
best tennis seen for years. And Chang, al- 


though still only 24, seemed to have been 
drifting until he reached two Grand Slam 
finals last year. 

Who can stop them this year? Not, on 
toe face of it, Andre Agassi, who misses 
the Australian Open while his thoughts are 
elsewhere. But Goran Ivanisevic had a 
tremendous end to '96. and Kafelnikov ap- 
pears to have a better chance of avoid- 
ing the one-hrt wonder tag toan the troubled 
Krajicek, tt would be fanrifol to errpect Grand 
Slam victories of Tim Henman. A year of 
consolidation may be a more realistic aim. 
But he is one of the younger men to look 
out for, along with Thomas Enqvist of Swe- 
den and Mark PhilippoUssis of Australia. 

As Monica Seles continues to struggle 
with injury, the big question on the 
women's side is whether Martina Hingis 
can beat the bum-out and give Steffi Graf 
a run for her money. The game needs that 



Prediction: Hingis to win a Grand Slam. Martina Hingis: Blossoming talent 
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Pick of the Day 

The Mill on the Floss 
9pm BBC1 

^ cle 1 of “'stume dramas, started by Middlemarch 
minlJuSr* dev f lops a n5ce symmetry as George Eliot is once 
*° FwWe the source material - this time, her 
*er novel about the spirited daughter of a mill-house owner. 
r«hI5rE^ u <^ n .’ wrttten Hugh Stoddart and directed by 
JrP 1 >s bracingfy austere and intelligent, starring 

tne unfamiliar but excellent Emily Watson and James Frain. 
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Pick of the Day 

Steve Coogarfs latest creation - endl««:iu 4 «ii^ ^ * , 

over the past few weeks - finally eefe tn tJl? (S ■ on *. c Jl^-2!? ws 
Ferrino is a spangly, sex-and-sefij^ssg?^.?! fl,ght ' 
and this showcase boasts some vewfurm!/ 

ES - 


New Year’s Day television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


7.00 Childre n's BBC: Joe 90. 7.25 Playdays. 7.45 
Rastman Pat 8.00 Peter Pan and the Pirates. 8.20 
Badger and Barker. 8.35 The Legend of Prince 
Valiant 9.00 Incredible Games. 925 Sweet Wiley 
High. 9.50 Record Breakers Gold 10.15 Blue 
Brier Magic Moments. * 

10.45 hffijBigfoot and the Hendersons (William Dear 
1987 US). John Lithgpw - he of Third Rock from 
the Sun and his family go camping in the 
mountains and discover a shaggy beast - who then 

, ~ *£**■ to come home with them (12370401). * 

1 230 Wipeout fSJ (49826). 1.00 News and VW&ather 
(71 686062). 1.08 Local News and Weather 
(96778772). 1.10 Neighbours (80660401). 

1-30 The Wbrid of Peter Rabbit and Friends (R) 
(48197). * 

2.00 BBS Porridge (Dick Clement 1979 UK). So-so 
spin-off from the wonderful TV series finds the 
regulars all present and correct (77420). * 

3-30 Global Sunrise. Cameras capture the rising of the 
sun on the same morning (1 January 1996) from 
20 different locations throughout the world, 
through six continents and every time zone. Julian 
Pettifer is your host (S) (6109333). * 

4.50 Final Score (S) (1947710). 

5. 10 News and Weather (7431277). * 

520 Regional News (9647130). 

525 lam and Jeny (182351 7). 

5.45 Neighbours. Stanie's birthday (5J (852420). * 

6.10 tuififl ET: The Extra-Terrestrial (Steven Spielberg 
1982 US). From a time when extra-terrestrials 
were considered benign, Spielberg's magical 
blockbuster about a lonely lO-year-old boy (Henry 
Thomas) who befriends an alien left on earth by a 
visiting spaceship (S) (66999642). * 

8.00 Ronnie Barken A Life in Comedy. The Guv'nor, as 
David Jason used to— still does, probably- call 
him, gives his first television interview since he 
retired eight years ago. Among the clips from The 
Two Ronnies, ftjm'ofee and so on are plaudits from 
Jasonj-Nichoias Lyndhurst, Michael BaJin and 
Ronnie Corbett (S) (162389). * 

8.40 News, Regional News and Weather (226771). * 

9.00 The Mfl on the Floss. See Pick of the Day, above 
(S) (18593802). * 

11.05 Match of the Day Highlights of Manchester 

United's New Year’s Day dash with Aston Villa at 
Old Trafford.- plus all the goals from today's 
Premiership matches. Desmond Lynam and Trevor 
Brook ing are on studio duty (S) (978420). * 

12.10 Ba Big Jake (George Sherman 1971 US). 
Surprisingly violent John Wayne western, an 
uneasy mixture of traditional WayneW ike stoics and 
heroics and modish Butch Cassidystyle 
shenanigans. The "Duke" plays an ageing Texan 
rancher who rides to the rescue when his ex-wife 
asks him to help find their kidnapped grandson. 
Richard Boone,' Maureen O'Hara, Chris Mitchum 
and Patrick Wayne co-star (J 3459 1). 

1.55 Weather (28J 5840). To 2.00am. 


720 aa Blockade (William Dieterie 1938 US). Henry 
Fonda and Madeleine Carroll fall in lave against a 
backdrop of the Spanish Civil War- a cause c6febre 
for liberals in Hollywood, as elsewhere (5992604). 

8.50 Fonda on Fonda. Jane Fonda hosts a tribute to 
father, Henry (R) (2093333). 

9.40 BM My DarimgClementme (John Ford 1946 
US). Fonda's Wyatt Earp and Victor Mature's Doc 
Holliday head for the OK Corral in this classic piece 
of Fbrdian mythologising (22538401). 

11.15 New Year's Day Concert from Vienna. The Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra and a concert of Strauss 
polkas, waltzes and marches. A simultaneous 
broadcast with Radio 3 (S) (6087468). 

1230 The Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. 

Professor Conway Morris delivers his final lecture 
tracing the process of evolution (SJ (33994). * 

1-30 Olympic Gymnastics. High limits from the 

gymnastic events at this summer's Olympic Games 
in Atlanta. With Barry Davies (34623). 

220 New fork City Ballet Salutes George Balanchine. 
From 1993, as Viviana Durante and the New York 
City Ballet mark the 1 Oth anniversary of the 
chore ographer's death (S) (4902913). 

325 BH9 WiHy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
(Mel Stuart 197 1 US). Gene Wilder stars as the 
eccentric confectionery king who tales a group of 
youngsters and their guardians on a tour of his 
factory in this version of Roald Dahl’s much-loved 
children's story (6361 78). * 

520 Ski Sunday Special (SJ (983536). 

6.10 In the Eye of the Wind. David Attenborough 
narrates the story of migrating birds (S) (626739). 

7.00 Waiting for God. 1993's seasonal episode of the 
oldie sitcom (R) (S) (2333). * 

720 University Challenge International Special. British 
champions Imperial College London taking on their 
American counterparts, the University of Michigan, 
for the title of International Champions (S) (5). * 

8.00 The Travel Show Caribbean Special. With Amanda 
Redman in Puerto Rico, the Independent's Simon 
Calderon the island of Dominica, and comedian 
Arthur Smith in Antigua (S) (467771). 

8 AO Shooting Stars. Ex-Casualty star Clive Mantle joins 
Neil Morrissey, former Brookside lipstick lesbian 
Anna Firiel and 1970s rockabilly gtemster Alvin 
Stardust for seasonal Vic 'if Bobbery (107420). * 

920 The Tony Ferrino Phenomenon. See Pick of the 
. Day, above ($) (989523). 

10.10 QBB Short Cuts (Robert Altman 1993 US). The 
Altman revival, started by The Player, continued 
with his filming of some of Raymond Carver short 
stories -turning them irrto an engrossing 
portmanteau movie looking at contrasting lifestyles 
of various Californian types. More Altman than 
Carver, really, but worthwhile. The cast indudes 
Andie MacDowelf, 71m Robbins, Jennifer Jason 
Leigh and Jack Lemmon (38168555). 

1.15 Weafter (5031227). To 1.20am. 


HV/London 

6.00 GMTV (1184081). 925 Santo BugjtofS) 
(8225994). 920 Cartoon Time (2683623). 

10.10 IBS A Man for All Seasons (Fired Zinrtemann 
1966 UK). Robert Bolt's one-sided dingktoog- 
between Henry VIII (Robert Shaw) and Sir Thomas 
More (faul Sccflefo) brought respectfully to the 
screen Wendy Hiller, Susannah Yak, John Hurt 
and Orson Welles support (50731994). 

1220 News (25326449). 12AS Celebrity Squares (S) 
(936046). * 

1.15 H99 Silverado (Lawrence Kasdan 1985 

USLKasden's self-conscious and rather ever- rated 
western about a mismatched quartet (Kevin Kline, 
Kevin Costner, Darmy Glover and Scott Glenn) - 
teaming up to save a run-down town from outlaws. 
Jeff Goldblum, Rosanna Arquette and John Cleese 
also star (49001 710). 

3.40 BO Straight Talk (Barnet tollman 1 992 US). 
Country gal DdlyPartontriK^upin&lia^Oiis ' 
mistaken fora radio shrink, but wows them 
anyway with her down-home advice. James 
Woods and Griffin Dunne are also implicated 
(35 0246). 

520 News, Weather (6234771). * 

525 BO Feds (Dan Goldberg 1988 US). Rebecca- De 
Momay deserves and usually receives better parts 
than this -as one of a pair of female FBI recruits 
dealing with male chauvinism (S) (1 634791). * ■ 

7.00 Emmeidaie. Sophie reluctantly faces up to the v . 
consequences of last night (5) (61 59J. * 

720 Coronation Street. Mike and Alma's big' dinner 
party goes awry (81). * 

8.00 Des O'Conner Tonight The seasoned schmoozer's 
guests are Barbra Streisand, Damage, Jimeoin and 
ton Dodd (SJ (6802). 

9.00 BB3 Die Hard (John McTieman 1988 US). The 
original and still the best of these wham-bang- 
smash wallop marathons starring Bruce Willis as 
the LA cop who keeps mislaying his wife (Bonnie 
Bedelia). Alan Rickman steals the picture, though, 
as super-villain Hans Gruber (SJ (66331 555J. * 

1 1 25 News, Weather (7852 78). * 

11.40 I2S9 Lifepad (Ron Silver 1993 US). Sub-Alien 
sci-fi drama about the survivors of a spaceship, 
disaster coming to terms with being trapped in a . 
drifting escape pod and the feet that the saboteur 
behin d their mishap is still at large (S) (907975). * 

1 20 BIS Are Ybu Being Served? (Bob KeHett 1977 
UK). The staff of Grace Bras go on a package tour 
to the costas in this big-screen spin-off (904918). 

3.05 BB9 TW Death Us Do Part (Norman CoHeri 1968 
UK). Another spin-off -ttiis one more ambitious 
than most- a history, no less, of the Gameft family 
from the Blitz to the 1 966 World Cup. Social 
history courtesy of Johnny Speight, and starring 
Warren Mitchell, Dandy Nichols, Una Stubbs and - 
Anthony Booth (345111). 

4.50 Football Extra (R) (4135869). 

520 The Making of Star Trefe First Coilbtt 
(5898383). To 5.55am. 


Channel 4 


620 Early Moraine Sesame Street (6920505). 

726 The Babysitters dub (R) (8461449). 

7J5Q Stunt Dawgs (2864449). 

8.15 Little Shop (R) (8646420). 

825 Where on Earth Is Carmen San DfegQ? (R) (S) 
(3903975). 

9.00 The Big Breakfast (99081). 

104)0 Hangm’ with Mr Casper (R) (S) (87449). * 

1020 The Crystal Maze (R) (S) (24246). * 

1120 Back to the Future (R) (S) (6573541). 

1125 The Pink Panther (R) (S) (7828438). 

1220 Rodeo’s Modem Life (R) (S) (6564265). 

HAS Sod S e a rc hin g ; A Jewish woman, pregnant by a 
married man, wants to have the baby brought up 
■ - within herfaith (S) (736028). * 

1.15 Raring from Cheltenham. The 1.35, 2.10, 2.45 
and 320 races (49090604). ■ 

3AS The-Beast Bites Back (R) (S) (2559772). * 

420 Countdown (S) 04). - 

5.00 News and Weather (9650604). 

5-05 fBfl I'm AB Right Jack (John Boulting 1959 UK). 
Contemporary British labour relations as satirised 
in this classic Boulting Brothers comedy. Ian 
Carmichael is in the blue comer -shop-steward 
Peter Seders is in the red one (22878604). * 

7.00 AB Steamed Up. Britain’s narrow &uge steam 
railways explored (5) (2 284). * 

8.00 Broeksade. Jimmy says his goodbyes, but is he 
really leaving for good this time? (S) (3449). * . 

820A¥ftman of I nd epen de n t Means. 2/3. Continuing 
the mini-series starring Sally Field as the southern 
belle. Concludes tomorrow (S) (3856851 7). * 

10.15 Kffntk! in the footsteps of last Christmas's Pallas, 
British actors add surreal voice-overs to a Dutch 
television medical soap opera (5) (647807). * 

1025 Caws. Eddie Izard's long-awaited debut sitcom, 
about a family of cattle (Pam Ferris and others in 
cow masks), and rfs a stinker, ft just doesn't work - 
aftfiough, on the plus side, at least rt*s original and 
has moments when sheer incredulity forces out the 
odd laugh. Not even cult material (S) (799807). * 
1125 QHB Brubaker (Stuart Rosenberg 1980 US). 
Impressive reforming prison drama, based on 
' events in Arkansas in the late 1960s, where 
prisoners were hired out by gun-carrying convict- 
guards tofarms and businesses in tire region. 
Robert Redford is the newly appointed liberal- 
minded governor (27986468). * 

1-50 BB Being There (Hal Ashby 1979 US). The 
Peter Seilers season continues with this influential 
parable about how America is taken in by the sort 
of homely fenorance it mistakes for deep wisdom. 
Sellers is the gardener who gets to the White 
House . Shirley Maclaine supports (61403685). 

4.15 m Hoffman (Alvin Rakuff 1970 UK). Off-the- 
wall black comedy in-which middle-aged 

■ (oner Peter Sellers falls in love with his typist 
(Sinead Cusack) and attempts to blackmail 
her into spending a week with him (408840). 

To 6.00am. 


ITV/Regions 

ANGLIA 

12.45pm Crass Wits 

1 1 55* 1 F" 34 ^ia Air Watch (590604). 
1129 Angla Wfiather (850265). 120am 
551®?.“* B £ tet <*32775981 3.45am 
JWFade Away (6466666). 4.40-525am 

Film: A Tala of Two Cities ( 3046024 ) 

CHANNEL 3 NORTH EAST/YORKSHIRE 

TUP 12 - 44 P m »»** Local 

SaSSiWifiS*' l2 - 45 &n™rdale 

5-34 v ° rtfS; Local Weather 

Jon 9 Yorks: Local WeaBier 
En,ertain n»nt UK 

5 J1 7). 2.15am Channel 3 North East- 
H «™ y ^ 00d Heroes and Heroines 
(123666). 225am Vorits.- Film: Hollywood 
Heroes and Heroines 072869). 4.10- 
“"T™ Channel 3 North East Film: A Tale of 
Two Cities (4182271. 

CENTRAL 

««!* 11.39pm Local Weather 
(850265). 5.30.525am The Making of Star 
Trek: Beyond First Contact (58983S3J. 

HIV 

As London except 12.44pm HTV Weather 
(36148 J97J. 12.45 The Making of James 
and the Giant Peach (936046). 524 HTV 
Weather (590604). 11.39 HTV weather 
(850265). 1.20am Film: Bite the Bullet 
(33277598). 3.45am Not Fade Away 
(6466666). 4.40-5.55am FUnt A Tale of 
Two Cities (3046024). 

MERIDIAN 

As London except: 12.45pm World of Wonder 
(936046). 120am Film: Bite the Bullet 
(33277598). 3.45am Not Fade Away 
(6466666). 4.40- 5.55am Film: A Tale of 
Two Cities (3046024). 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As London except: 12.45pm Emmerdale 
(936046). 1.20am Film: Bite the Bullet 
(33277598). 3.45am Not Fade Away 
(6466666). 4 .4 0-5.5 5am Ffbn: A Tale of 
Two Cities (3046024). 

S4C 

6.20am Sesame Sheet (6920505). 7.20 
The Babysitters Club. (R) (8461449). 8.15 
Little Shop. (R) (8646420). 8.35 Where on 
Earth is Carmen San Diego? (R) (3903975). 

10.00 Film.- Tom Thumb (17431979). 
11.45 The Adventures of Mole (164371). 
12.45pm Slot Meithrin (736028). 4.30 
Famous Fred (94). 5.00 5 Pump (7265). 
520 Countdown (46). 6.00 News 
(479772). 6.05 Heno (873449). 625 Sion 
a Sian (771642). 7.00 Pobol y Cwm 
(976420). 7.25 MOM: Yr Eidel (24151 7). 

8.00 Stewart Whyte McEwan Jones 
(790994). 8.45 News (243159). 9.00 
Pavarotti Returns to Llangollen (2555). 
1020 Brookside (495739). 11.05 Kflnlk! 
(196284). 11.20 Cows (909517). 

12.15am Caroline in the City (38383). 
12.45-12.45am Homicide: Life on the 
Street (271208). 


Radio 


Radio 1 

(DMUBtaRO 

6.00am Charlie Jordan 10.00 Ra- 
dio l*s Top 100 Hits 6.00 Steve 
Lamacq'5 Hits for '97 8.00 Stay- 
ing Out for the Summer 11.00 In 
Concert: Orbital 12.00 Mary Anne 
Hobbs 4 . 00 - 6 . 00am Charlie 
Jordan 

Radio 2 

auumzH) 

6u00am Nick Banadough 8.05 
Sarah Kennedy 10.00 Alex Lester 

1.00 Christmas Comedy Classics 
120 The Beatles at the BBC 220 
Ed Stewart 5.05 John Dunn 7 jOO 
Erite; Mate or Break 820 Love on 
thaMoore 920 Carlo Curt*-. 
Pavarotti of the Organ 1020 Vintage 
Christmas: The Paleface il-OO Bob 
Harris lJQO Adrian Rnlghan 3.00- 
6.00am Steve Madden 

Radio 3 

(smuf&TO 

6.00am On Ak‘ 

9.00 Morning Conedfion. 

10.15 New Year’s Day Concert. Live 
from the Golden H all of th e Yfen- 
na Muakverein. A concert of mu- 
sic by the Strauss family and 
friends performed by the Vienna 
PhffliarroonieL SW&^abme. 

Hopes aid Resolutions. Mu- 
sic from the Renaissance to cele- 
biate the New Year. 

1.00 Composer of the Week: 
Bonstein- 

2J» Midweek Choice. 

420 Choral Evensong. 

5J0 Music Madilna 
525 Interpretation on Record. 



Choice 


An emperor's carriage with golden 
wheels, a gypsy fortune-teller, Mrs 
Karl Marx's pariour-maid... what 
connects the gripping anecdotes 
in Golden Spokes (7.45pm R4) 
is the uneven relationship 
between history and memory. 
Plain dd nostalgia in the New 
Year’s Day Concert (10.15am 
R3), conducted by RiccanJo Muti. 


620 Private Passions. 

720 A Grand, Mysterious Harmony 

920 Saki Short Stories. Louisa Meb- 
bin proves that even a paid com- 
panion will turn. 

925 Coufl Quartet Shostakovich: 
String Quartet No 11, Op 122. 

10.00 Vbices. lain Burnside invites 
listeners to pick thar favourite 
songs and singprs rf 1996. 

10.45 The SheBac Show. Jeremy 
Nicholas introduces music from 
the age of 78rpm records, includ- 
ing works by Brahms. Auber and 
Jean Franca ix, in performances by 
Olga Haley. Paderewski and 
Alexander Kipnis. 

1 120 Composer of the Week: 

TrhflilffWtkll 

1220 Jazz Notes. Helen Mayhew 
picks some favourite tSscs from 

‘ 1996. Presented tv Digby 

’ Fairweathec 

LOO Through the Nigte. With 
Donald Madeod. 

5.0(W.00am Sequence. 


amtHeznijisoaruo 
6-OOam News. 

620 Fanning Today. 

625 Prayer tar the Day 
630 The Living World. 

7.00 Today 

8.43 Below the Paraph. 

9-00 News. 

925 Midweek. 

1020 aW) Dally Service. 

1020 (FM) A Good Read. 

10.15 (LW) On This Day. 

1020 WamarfS Houc Jennl Murray 
examines why women have fa Ben 
for football. 

1120 The Old Curiosity Shop. By 
Charles Dickens. 

1220 Paid Company 
122S King Street Junto. 

1.00 The World at One. 

1.40 The Archers. 

1J55 Shipping Forecast 
220 Ben Book and Candle. Super- 
natural drams by John Van 

Drutten, in which a bewitched 


and bewildered Anthony Hender- 
son stumbles across a witches 
coven in Knigtesbhdge. 

320 Carry on up the Shrubbery. 
Harry Thompson traces the rise of 
alternative beliefs In the 1930s. 

4.00 News. 

425 Kaleidoscope Quiz. 

445 Short Story: New fear's Day. 
Written and read by Fay Weldon. 

520 PM. 

525 Shipping [forecast 

620 Six O’clock News. 

6.15 Going South. Marseilles. 

620 Quote Unquote. 

720 News. 

7.05 The Archers. 

720 Face the Facts. 

745 Golden Spokes. See Ctafce. 
above. 

820 Ctose Shaves. The age-old ritu- 
al of male shaving is axamtned. 

9.00 Eureka. 

920 Kaleidoscope Quiz. 

10.00 The Wbrtd Tonight. 

1045 Bock at Bedtime: Scarlet and 
Black. By Stendhal. (3/10). 

1120 The Cheese Shop Presents. 
The Butter Factory. Madcap com- 
edy Including a tortoise-racing 
professor and a radio gardener 
who spedaitsss In burning roses. 

1120 Date with Fate. A stroke of 
outrageous fortune gives a film 
buff the chance to become a 
movie mogul. Written by PhH 
Whelans and Gary Parke. (2(4). 

1145 The Joys of Yiddish. 

12.00 News. 

1220 The Late Booki AEce Through 
the looking Glass. By Lewis 
CaraU. (3/7). 


1248 Shipping Forecast 
1.00-620am As World Service. 

Radio 5 

(Earaubim 

6.00am Breakfast 8J>5 Magazine 
1125 Dirty News Spectef lZW 
Midday with Mar 225 Sport on Flw 
520 Brooking's RxtbeS 10.M 
The (food of Love and Hate I).2S 
N|ght Extra 1125 Never Wrik Atone ’ 
1225 After Hews 225 Op AB WgM'- 
525-6. 00am Class Wirfofe 

Classic FM 

nraj-mjwzfw 

620am Sally Peterson 920 Henry 
Kelly 1220 Ftop Go the Classics 

2.00 The Royal Opera: 50 Glorious 
Years 420 Nick Bailey 620. News- 
night Preview 720 Gardening 
Forum 820 Evenl ng Concert 1020 . 
Quentin Howard LOO Ms) Chop* 
4.00.6.00am Mark GWWtt; t . : : ' 

Virpi Radio 

(1215. niMaMkNna&Hknr'* 
6.00am Jeremy Clark 1020. Russ- 
and Jcno 2.00 Nicky Homet/S? 1 
(FM) Paul Coyte 620 DMff Rlcf^rtf. 
fforter 1020 Mark Forrest 228- - 
620am RandaN Lee Rose 

World Service - 

OMdzilO - '. ,. 

120am Newsdesk 120 Outlook . - 
L55 Vforis of F»h 2.00 Newsriay 
220 Assignment 320 Metes 3.15 
Sports Roundup 320 Merfobm 
(Books) 4.00 Newsdesk 428 Off. 

the Shelf; Paula 445 Fifirp oor own 
Oorra^ondent 520 NewsdayS38- 
620am Assignment 
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Satellite 


S^l 

620am Morning Gbry ©200621 
920 Desi#wg Wbmen (47994). 
920 Designing Wbmen (83284). 

10.00 Another Wrtl (664681 1120 
Days of Oix LJvbs (46604). 1220 
Oprah Wkdrey (73807). LOOGeraUo 
(825551 220 Saly Jessy Raphael 
(80230). 320 Jenny Jones ( 75791k 

420 The Cprah VYWrey Show 
(94826). 520 Star Titeo The Next 
Generator (1246). 620 Ran TV 
(64011 62D Married with Chffdren 
(39511 720-The Simpsons (2975). 
720 M*A*S*H (52651 82O'S0* 
tngs (21468). 920 SflkStaBdngs 
(598841 1020 Murder Ore 
(678311 1126 Star Trek The Next 
'Generation (671971 1220 LAPD 
.fi<3J92JL. U26 The Lucy Show 
(37043): 12045.00am Hit Me Long 
Play ©3859). ' 

720pm Hercules: The Legendary 
Journeys (85243 7 D. 820 Renegade 
(85007911 920 New YWt Under- 
cover (85205551 1020 Wrier Rats 
(85236421 1120 Late Show with 
.DaridLetterman (76041781 12.90- 
62tiam Hit Wx Long Pfoy 
(9613395). 


Demetrius and the Gladttos 
(1954) (6837V- 820 The Blue Bad 
(1976) (287)01 1020 Sweet Tatar 
(1990) (65888)- 1220 Getting Even 
with Dad (1994) (183331 220 
Charted Ghost Stay (1994) (283711 
420 The littte Rascafs (1994) 
(6178). fiflB Jssh and SAM. (1993) 


(216041 730 □ News Week In Re- 
view (2 0352). 1020 Before Suvlse 
(1995) (1815551 1145 Secret 
Games III (1995) (7025171 130 
Trapped and Deceived (1994) 
(9244314). 2J50 Shane ILTheSe- 
cret(1996) (5808840). 420- 
535am Josh and SAM. (1993) 
(86642869). 

Movis Channel 

620am The Enarel Boy (1961) 
©7240. 730 Charles Dickens' Ghost 
Stories: From the Pickwick Papers 
(1987) (30333). 830 PrehystalaJ 2 
(1994) 1 26246 1 1020 Sister Act Ik 
Back to the Habit (1993) (563301 
1220 3 UtUe Ninjas and the Lost 
Treasure (1990) (26975). 220 Lassie 
a 994) (26913). 420 Ytu« Indiana 
Jones: Treasure cT the Racoctfs Eye 
(1996) (74201 620 Sister Act Ik 
Back in the Habit (1993) ( 134491 
820 Naked Gun 33 V, : Tte EM In- 
sult a 994) (18994). 1020 TUnecop 
0994) (3309941 1140 Golden Gate 
(1993) (7018881 105 The House 
That Mary Bought 0994) ( 277370. 
325 The Happy Hooter (1974) 
(1490241 445425am Ftehysterfa! 

2 (1994) (130051 

Sky Movies Gold 
420pm This island Earth 0954) 
(54398661 620 Starman (1984 
(9266359). 820 Enemy Mine 
(1985) <92616041 1020 Predator 
(1987) (95330621 lL50ADens 
(1986) (92221284). 225 L&ftxce 
(1985) (588355a 425-525am My 
Stepmother is an Aflen 0988} 
(31520840). 


SJtySportsl 

720am Raring News (765691 730 Crick 
etantetweVSB^nd-U* 
<8933623ta30SportsCfcrteltetesSpB- 
dal (752651 520 facto* Sped* Dnite 
Heater-lie (921917721 1015 Spat 
Certe (710449) 1045 Cfchet- Due 
(439438L 1245 Sports Qrte 0460)41 
L15 Rxttel 5»S6l (TZMSSn 435- 
4A6on Spats C0UB (397550. 

Sw Sports 3 

1220nocr Dr* tedhg (93511791). 
1230 Best Goals and Rxtbal Btoopec 
of 1996 (995370611 220 NHL Ice 
Hoctey 1 200916231 420 Wrtesports 
(434937721 520 WWF (759539751 
620 Sports UnSmfted (675683711 
720 Cricket ( 75789449L 920 WMer- 
sptosVforld (200923521 1020 
Sports Unlimited |2000?739). 1120- 
1130pni FUbOl Mincfial (43494403). 

Live TV 

620am Wamaftn TV 720 Spanish 
Archer 730 MW and Body 820 Wfy 
lies &30 Video Bck 9i20 F^chic Hte 
930 Ration 1020 ftoefafions 1030 
Canary Wharf 1120 Mind and Body 
1130 SpanHi Archer 1220 Rewbfiore 
1230 Wfy FIs 120 looking tx Lae 
130 Rs^Ftts 220 Fashion 230 
Mnd and Bo# 320 Video ftx 330 Pin 
Marey 400 SpanSi Archer 430 VVhy 
Res 520 Canary Wharf 530 Looking te 
toe 620 festfon 630 Spot Lire 720 
Spantfi Archer 730 fereWons 820 fV 
chic ftte 830 Mssfog ftrsorfs 93B The 
WiyBes 930 locking tx tore 1023 
Sport 1030 StantW)p Ue Sped* Fred- 
tfie Ster 1130 The Sk Show 1220- 

620 am Rtspammes 


Going Out 


ssss 


w™ fhr ilrtnik Porin' ABC H-tQpm, 
SJDpra. 5.40pm, &JOpm PuntyABC US?*. 
3A5jm615pnwa4)jfflJ»7G«»« 
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j*,ABCi30fn '“SSL- 
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2J (^6JSpa3WbH« r dirn.lJSiaB, 
\Q5^4JL%Hiu&45/tlW(lfa« 1pm, 
3A0^5^maopai0ptlaal2S^>, 
UOpmMtmdrafak*, 2pm, 4Q5PO, 
UOpn Otor Ktntn#en 12Jton.225poL 
440pm, 725pm a** Maame. Lecemr 
Square UOpm, 410pm, 6-inpm Cof- 
toarOWsf* l30pm,4po,W6pin 


gj Dpoi fflS Qdepn U0pm.350jw. 

6^BdSpmOdtvnK!>mn^iC6^ , 
43^725pm.9J5pm5ktot3*sra6 
Ota*, l^Spcn, Apra. dJOpm. 
han Prtnder Gnat* Phone fm detaB HSbt 
Onem L55po.4pra. W6ph, 825pm flow 
trad Odeon 2 lJ%va,3-SiBcb ='• 




ss^&ssss^ Es^Bffsasx 

.^%S;L55pa,lSpm,4 :S m. 

. T~n.7^kwLRS‘fxn, n Tt— ■ m Thaw Screen UOpm. 
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H4 
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. &40f*u Ovjdon 

m.7.l5pm Eaton 
Aw* LSOpo, fipo E4mon- 
MmJjr 1 6Btv (JCI12 IB35a Pl. LlOpcn. 

|C ifewi R-tStMfl rvtctUCf numtr 

qLm PIwOC ®r aCUm.Hom- 
FWr to OcaSIsHamm 


0&O4et* l3Qpm,4pm,6D5pnneUMUit 
MtrOnu Pim (crilaafli3fai. 

120 pm, 43pntfi3Ppn^R<4(lpo>A i,, for'f8C 


Sj40pn Supis Center Vlrph ILSSam, 
lOSpm, 4.10pm Strtasham Odom I240pni, 
250pm, 4J5f», 7pm, 405pm ThnrpBx Lone 
Comet 4pm. 630pm. M5p« «J Wtodep 
T 55rm. 42Q p n . 6 l30|ib» &55poi 
Ovum lpm,3J0pm,5-l5pDa.72(^»n Vbtfn 
Hvce&o X2Mfai,2ASvm,AS0pa, 7J0pm 
MkhrumkmABC I J0pm,530pm Warner 
tftsr finJllOpo, SJOpm. 7JOpm.V30pm 
RtateteiOlm 1155am, 155pm, 335pm 
»«jtorfi48CL2l^m. fi23pm Wm6w* 
Comet UOpm, ^an. 630pm, RAOpm 
ROALD DAWS MATILDA (PG) Hmdcd 
&anitale.jtooii mnrterVSaae ULSOun. 

1 jopen. 4pm. rUtou. &50pn Bating 
Odem23Dpa^430fini,MOpnBamet 
Odm 15»m,^ 44^«, WOpm, &SQpm 
BmndvOdam 1 1. 45am. 225pm, 425pm. 
b.45pm. IL45 odj Ckaham Plator Hoar 
430m. M5pirc9pfflO»5«iwr Jttmer kB- 
kgt 2.10pm, 430m. ASto”, 9.10pm » 
ma*x# Ue teBq> VCX11 jajSam, 

040pm. WOpo, SJOfta, R40pmftertfcy 
Bfawr 135pm, 4pm, 625pm. 855pm 
Gratnxi* Gnana 4^5pm, &5?pra. IJJSpra 
Hmmamkh Vbgbi none for details 

CW«> « lJppn, 345pm, 455pn, 925pm 
jvdOdetml i20pm, 34(^m, £40pB. 


ford Odeon L&at* 2 
6.15pm, 845pm Staple: Cc^a-y^ 


THEATRE WEST END HIGHLIGHTS 
ART 

TBan Comiemfr aaft Afcm Rnmegr in 
ttemioa Rea's drama team an and 
frkmUspw 

n]fCbiND£ Cron WC2 




vecErqje invtswle 

6J^a5ftmltmn*rL«lfG»8*r • , ManriarJanltaBjdJea 


Vtemte Chapbi and Jean-Baptiste 


mSdejs UJDtm. 1.45pm, 425 E m,«40pte r 

***** 

•tJOcfn, 7H5pm Wpn 7hxadm> 

235pm, 5pm, 720pm RUpnan.) 

Satta 4aa^a,-635ttt r Wtpra 
Wirmrlta £«t 240pm, 450pm. TPBk' V- 

9J0prnmiMCmmei IMaa.kpen;- 
625pw. 840pm BforffeteOfete U36am; 

1.45pm, 4pm. 6.15pm-830pra- - 

STWTOStRRST CONTACT (t2)1T». : 
mew rtf the Soidiio Enteniitee E VA 


Street 130pm. ISQfta, 



lpm, 330pm. 625pm. 8J5pm BfOmhm. ■ 
ABC 4pm. 8.45pm ftwdy «aw 
325pm. 625pm, ft45pm OrfiadMC^mi 
330pm. 6pm. SJtottCT ‘ ~ 

Haute 443pm, 9.l5pcn ( 

6.10 - - 


UerrneH PmUe IW±, BC4 (0171-36 
2211) BW» TOmkhBa . TbtSm 7J0. W 
" 420(ema mat. tadtf 400). cadi 12 Jan, 
£1350-£1950, emia & sandby £10. difld 
DO, fanly <£ hot 06 120 ndos- 

THE CHHtRY 0REHARC 

Altc McCoww and Praclope WJUoo m 

AdawjNoWftl 1P95 pmdnakarf 
Orekberii dmic. 

St Maitki'j Lane, WC (0171-369 
17306: <871*867 1111) Hr Idc Sj. Moo- 
Sat7J0, [5J7J 320. «*25 Jan. OM2S. 
165 joins. 

ACNaSTMASHfeROL 

DiekeaP fihaafydasiciteis Rldnnl8rien 

is (he inte-r I 


JE^iS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 
Pwiff Im i) TLWihfT hwbbiI. 
r^flWbilu Sttwt, WC2 (0171-656 
1802) ♦ Oaring X. MorhSat 7AS. [4J7J 
320. £U43250l165 mho. 

LAUGHTER ON THE 23RD FLOOR 
Gene fMUa- stamin Neff Samm’scomedr. 
More snccmsfal pp rinm wo tone any 
dafomopea. 

0mmiV SmAmtany Asmac, W1 (0I71-4M 
55fW)*Plo»HyCSrc. Mon-54820, f4| 
230 [7] 420, £9LS0k£2S. 140 mbs. 

MISS SAIGON 

Iheonetopl, Dimy Lane Catherine Street, 
WQ (0171^44 5060) Qwent Garden. 
Itoo-Sa 745, |4J7] im,£850-f32JQ 165 

THE MOUSETRAP 
STAtoteyWtef Street, WQ (0I71-ffl6 
1443) 4 Lck Sq. Mon-Set 820, {31 245 [7] 
52a £8-22. 135 min*. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEAIRE: 

QSAtX 

GuyjAmlDDfcRjchanl^rc'sprodudkm 
cf Rank Loenert Bnadk^eet metical 
sins Cfarte tan BfldJauna Rldtag. 
Moo-Sot 7.15. [7] 220. end* 19 Mar. 

165 sites. 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY: 

The Barbican: 

Macbeth Tm Albny's ptxJinurn. ‘Rfflighi, 
7.15, in rep mml 27 Mai. 195 sites. 

The Pic 

TheHaW Bad WaVArdan'seniDtoKi 

tbrito inspired byartaff-tffefEaniUiDval^ 

fng rfangtscT. T hn i yin . 7J5. in 

rep antff 16 Jan. 160 bub- Bariwam 
Tlaamts £642430. The Pic 310417. Silk 
Sued, LondoD ECZY 8DS. 0l7l 618 6891. 

NINE 


% 



1 231 r>Br. Hammersmith. 2 , 3 Jan, 730, 
(fa IS JaaflOaS. undbr lfisffi, aS seas 
dnHuOmtei. 


: lUHpm. 240pm 

Sipapc LUpn, X45p*. 6J3pnj Si , . , 

lUQpn {SeSI E4mott*m LeeUtm?Ott . 


AOOLL'SH 

taift RDdy of marital frontal stas 
/tart SfrfS^and Own Tfedo. 

WO 

■ <W(tI) Bn Etnhsnkmat Uof^Sat 

■7J0,'m 230f2ta. 230* 730). anch U 
- Inc., 180 rates. ' • 


Doth Of A Salesman Aina Aramreng 
£sa% in Artbc frracr's (earing study of 

faHlifr rrm/Mr* Thrift*. Till nfnimillip in 

rep. 175 mbs. 

Connfoc 

Rdr Ladks At A Gama Of Pent Carts 
A yooagasinnrai and a mate M in fone 
in dai tak of faetdddeft eomtb km. 
H w A rtit , 73ft In rep <(*3 29 Jaa. 165 tm*- 
OUster. £12-0150. Lynekon: £8-£24. 

fl?«fHLSnmti hank, I^wrtnn 
SSI 9PX. 0171-928 2233. 


(those woman (rouble muses a aeariw bkxfo 
Demur WWvue Eariham Street. WC2 
(0171-369 1732)* Leic Sq. MnfrSai 73ft 
[4jf7J 3pm, ends 8 Mar, £l2-£25. L20 mm 

TOE OFFICIAL TRIBUTE TO THE BLUES 

BROTHERS 

Qmk concert 

ApoBo Shaftminry Aee, W1 (0171-494 5070) 
«■ Pin: Ore. Mcn-Tlm tem, Fri & Sal fipm 
& ttfm, ends 18 )aft, I7i<K£25. 13) mins. 

OLD WICKED SONGS 
Jon Manns* drama, starring Bob Htsktes. 
Gtdptd Staflertwy W1 10171-494 
5065) ■6' Piec Chi Mrm-Sai 730, (51 230 
(7]42ft£M24. 120 mini. 

A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE 
•p-nm-w n WBHunw* lanse drama stars J«M- 
ca Lange and 'My Suphens- 
Theatre Boytd HapnartW, SW 10171-930 
8800) *PfceCS(tMofrS« 745,15^7] 

32ft £KM3ft 195 mine. 

WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA W00U7 
Sunta Dtoa Riga and Darid Sudte. 
Akbjck Akfoycfa, WC2 (0171-416 60©) 

4> HtAcra. Manta PI 2.15, CIS)- 

*25. 175 mint 
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Mercury moves in opposite directions for England's premier sportsmen Winter 
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The England striker Alan Shearer trains in Durham yesterday, while the England strike bowler Darren Gough copes with the heat in Harare 


Photographs: Bonney’s, Newcastie^Chris Turvey, Empics 


Consistency the key for Liverpool 


Football 


GUY HODGSON 


It may have come as a shock yes- 
terday that the screen queen 
Joan Collins was receiveing an 
OBE rather than handing them 
out, but that was nothing to 
what Chelsea experienced at 
Anfield this season. Unbeaten 
after six Premiership matches a 
spanking new era looked like- 
ly until the rude reality intrud- 
ed on Ruud Gullit’s honeymoon 
as a player-manager. 

Spanking was the word as 
they lost 5-1 that day. As a re- 
sult the team has been defined 
in the classic Chelsea mould - 
good but not good enough -but 
that could change if they beat 
Liverpool today and set opti- 
mism raging round west London 
again. 

A defeat against the leaders, 
on top of squandering a 2-0 lead 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
on Saturday, and Chelsea's in- 
clination would surely be to play 
for a Uefa Cup place and con- 
centrate on the FA Cup. "We 
need three points," Craig Bur- 
ley, their midfield player, said. 
'The Sheffield Wednesday re- 
sult was a setback because we 
had played so well early on. We 
paid the penalty for not killing 
the game off." 

Liverpool could give lessons 
in doing that but have estab- 
lished a five-point advantage de- 
spite hitting their finest form 
only fleet ingly. “We can be 
frustrating ai times.” Roy 
Evans, their manager, conced- 
ed, “but if we concentrate on 
what we are good at. the results 


usually come. The secret is to 
stay patient." Liverpool, who ex- 
pect Robbie Fowler, Mark 
Wright and Jason McAteer to 
shale off injuries, are certain of 
going into the new year ahead 
which, in their case, normally 
means they stay there. Since 31 
December 1976, they have been 
top team nine times at the turn 
of the year and have converted 
that into a championship on sev- 
en occasions. 

On the minus side. Manches- 
ter United are the last side to con- 


vert second place at Hogmanay 
into first come May -in 1992 and 


1995 - and their position this 
morning? It is not surprising their 


manager. Alex Ferguson, has as- 
sumed the mood of a man who 
believes the best is imminent. 
Three straight wins and 10 goals 
without reply have moved Unit- 
ed into second, a position they 
will reinforce if they defeat sixth- 
placed Aston Villa tonight 

Roy Keane, for one. believes 
the tide has turned: "At the stan 
of the season we had a few in- 
juries and the players weren’t 
playing to their capabilities, 
but it’s starting to come together 
now. All you need is three or 
four good results and it helps 
the confidence." 

Ferguson will probably resist 
the urge to recall Andy Cole. 


preferring to ease him back into 
the team with 20-minute bursts, 
and with Phil Neville out with 
glandular fever and Gary Pal- 
lister plagued wilh a recurrent 
back injury, his only dilemma 
will be whether to indude Nicky 
Butt in the starting line-up. 

“Vflla are a handful" Fer- 
guson said. "They have recov- 
ered from a sticky start and are 
in good form at the moment. 
But we’ve also come through 
our little hiccup and our play- 
ers are in the frame of mind 
where they don't mind who 
their opponents are." 

Neither do Middlesbrough. 
They seem capable of losing to 


anyone. They accrued just 28 
points from their 35 League 
games in 1996 and in some of 
those matches they were able to 
call on something like their 
first team. It is not a luxury they 
will have against Arsenal today 
as seven players are definitely 
out and three mote are doubt- 
ful. So dire is the situation that 
their manager, Bryan Robson, 
may make an unwanted playing 
swan-song 10 days before his 
40th birthday. 

To make things even worse 
for Boro, Ian Wright, the Pre- 
miership's leading scorer with 
22 goals, will be anxious to 
leave a reminder before sloping 


off on a three-match suspension. 
A hat-trick would do nicely. 

Boro would prefer the match 
to be postponed although after 
last week's fiasco at Blackburn 
they are hardly likely to say so. 
But two Premierships are def- 
initely off today: Derby Coun- 
ty against Sheffield Wednesday 
and Tottenham’s match at 
Leicester. There was also an in- 
spection at Highfield Road yes- 
terday but Coventry are hopeful 
their game against Sunderland 
will go ahead. 

After four successive victo- 
ries, they can scarcely wail to get 
on to any pitch no matter what 
the condition. Any position for 


Beasant blunder makes Taylor a Saint 


ALAN NIXON 


Dave Beasant may have made 
his last mistake for Southamp- 
ton after Graeme Souness yes- 
terday spent £600,000 on 
Barnet’s German-bom goal 
keeper, Maik Taylor. 

Beasant made a bash of a 
clearance to gift John Barnes a 
goal and the points against Liv- 
erpool on Sunday, prompting 
the Southampton manager to 
lift Taylor, a 6ft 5in former sol- 
dier, from the Third Division. 
The keeper has been regis- 
tered in time to face Wimble- 
don today. 

Frank Clark wants his old 
Nottingham Forest keeper. 
Tommy Wright, to join him at 
Manchester Cicv. The new 


Maine Road manager is trying 
to intercept the Northern Ire- 
land international's move from 
Forest to Reading where he has 
been on loan. Wright is available 
at around £250,000. 

Arsene Wbnger is ready to re- 
join the bidding for Paul Ince 
if Intemazionale put the Eng- 
land midfielder up for sale. 

"We would think it over if 
Paul Ince became available," the 
Arsenal manager said. “Inter 
will deride the future of Ince, 
but, for his quality, yes we 
would be interested, just like 
many other clubs. There have 
been no bids or inquiries but I 
am looking at many situations 
and I don't worry about the na- 
tionality' of a player, just his abil- 
ity and character and whether 
he would fit into our team.” 


Wenger insists he is not in- 
terested in signing the 32- 
year-old Jurgen Klinsmann, the 
former Tottenham striker, who 
is now unsettled at Bayern Mu- 
nich. “Ideally I always want to 
buy cheap, good and young," 
Wenger said. 

Geny Francis is ready to 
fend off any Premiership rivals 
harbouring hopes of snatching 
leading players from Tottenham. 

Teddy Sheringham is being 
linked with Chelsea and centre- 
back Sol Campbell is believed 
to be interesting leaders Liver- 
pool. Speculation has been fu- 
elled by the apparent reluctance 
of both players to agree new. 
long-term deals. 

Liverpool who recently sold 
central defender John Scales to 
Spurs, could offer Jamie Red- 


knapp in an exchange deal for 
Campbell and Francis has nev- 
er denied his admiration for the 
talented midfielder. 

“Liverpool wouldn’t want to 
be heard talking about my play- 
ers and I’m sure they wouldn't 
be happy about me talking 
about theirs, so I will pass on 
that." Francis said. “But Sol is 
not going anywhere and I've 
said many times that the stoiy 
about Teddy telling me he wants 
to leave is nonsense. But again 
people go away and write oth- 
er things.” 

Wimbledon’s Norwegian 
midfielder Oyvind Lconhardsen 
has turned down the offer of a 
new- four-year contract. “I don't 
want to slay at Wimbledon any 
longer than one more season," 
the 26-y car-old Leonhardscn. 


who is valued at £6m by the 
Dons, said. 

The Leicester midfielder Neil 
Lennon has been charged with 
misconduct by the Football As- 
sociation for allegedly making 
gestures to fans. Lennon re- 
ported to the police by New- 
castle supporters for the 
gestures he was claimed to have 
made during Leicester's 2-0 
win in October. 

Brighton have banned sup- 
porters spokesman. Paul Sam- 
rah, from all home games for 20 
months after the chief executive, 
David Bclloni, blamed him for 
leading protests and threats at 
the Goldstone Ground. Samrah. 
a prominent member of the 
Brighton Independent Sup- 
porters Association, is to seek 
legal advice. 


that matter, because Coventry’s 
run has coincided with Dion 
Dublin’s move from striker to 
centre back and yesterday he re- 
futed suggestions he was un- 
happy with the change. 

“I would rather play up front 
because I am a centre for- 
ward,'' be said, “but with the po- 
sition we’ve been in it's a case 
of all hands to the pump. If that 
means going back into defence, 
then I'm willing to play there for 
the good of the team." 

Defenders wishing to be at- 
tackers is a concept not un- 
known at Newcastle even if the 
reverse is not always the case, al- 
though it is hard to nit-pick af- 
ter their 7-1 rout of Spurs on 
Saturday. Today they meet 
Leeds, who have not won in five 
matches and who are slipping to- 
wards the relegation zone again. 

Everton are also sliding al- 
though, like Middlesbrough, 
with their injuries it is hardly 
surprising. Half their team arc 
out today against reviving 
Blackburn and David Unsworth 
is missing through suspension. 
“What looked a bright picture 
two weeks ago with everyone fit 
has suddenly got a bit thread- 
bare defensively," Joe Royle. 
their manager, said. “You can’t 
have enough men these days.” 

It could have been Miss 
Collins talking. 


Nearly a quarter of a million 
football supporters in England 
will have to find something 
else to do today after die cold 
and snow bit deep into the 
New Year’s Day programme. 

Two Premiership games have 
already been postponed - 
Leicester's match against Tot- 
tenham and Derby's fixture with 
Sheffield Wednesday. The Na- 
tionwide League programme 
has been severely disrupted, as 
has the Scottish League. Moth- 
erwell’s match ag ains t Kil- 
marnock became the first 
Premier Division casualty north 
of the border and in the Second 
Division only Livingston's match 
with Berwick remains. 

Derby’s game was called off 
on police advice, with manag- 
er Jim Smith saying: There is 
no problem with the pitch but 
the approach roads to the 
ground are treacherous. It was 
in the interest of the fens to call 
the game off." 

The Nationwide League top- 
of-tbe-table game between 
Sheffield United and Wolves was 
one of a number of matches in 
the First Division that has fall- 
en victim. West Brom fans, how- 
ever, are being given the chance 
to watch the home gam e against 
Tranmere Rovers for free if 
they help to dears snow-covered 
Hawthorns. Supporters are be- 
ing asked to bring along shovels, 
snowboards and brushes from 
9am as the pitch covers and most 
of the surrounds are under a 
blanket of snow. 

On the day that Coventry 
City announced that they are 
planning to install a new 
£300,000 undersoil heating sys- 
tem this summer, the flood of 
postponements is bound to fuel 
the debate about a winter 
break. John Barnwell chief ex- ' 
ecutive of the League Managers 
Association, said: “People say 
it is time to grasp the nettle and 
consider a winter break; But 1 
don't think the situation is as 
clear cut as it was years ago. 

“Many football dubs are now 
pics and, when you're a corpo- 
rate business, you are affected 
by market forces. The Christmas 


period is a big money-spinner. 
1 doubt if the finance experts at 


I doubt if the finance experts at 
the big clubs, who have a major • 
voice, would like to give up that ■ 
revenue. The feeling among our 
members is that there should be - 
some kind of a break.” 

One of the most attractive 
rugby union fixtures in Wiles, - 
UaneUFs match against Italy, has •:* 
been called off. In rugby league, 
the friendlies between Dewsbury v 
and Batley and Keighley and 
Huddersfield have been re- 
arranged for Sunday. 

Of the seven race meetings 
scheduled for today, only i- 
Southwell's all-weather tracks, 
has escaped, so far. 
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Botham inspires final 
twist to Irani’s injury 


Original British 
Gold Sovereigns 

It’s good 
to have Gold! 



Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 



ACROSS 

Reverential, beautiful 
rhyme (7) 

Attractive curio of Bible- 
thumper (Old Testament) 
(7) 

She will go (o Bill in the 
finish (7) 

Circular letter, from 
Greece (7) 

A tear in sheet from 
stock? (9) 

Composer to pilch tuning- 
note (5) 

State speed shown by im- 
mature insect (5) 

Did Forster use it for his 
famous passage? (6 J ) 
Joyce's work, to name 
ships (9) 

Go beyond forty, say. in 
Rome (5) 

How a hooter sounds? fa i 


23 Wind-damaged Herts 
town (5-4)_ 

25 A loud van is an offence 

(7) 

26 Popular poetry is the op- 
posite in effect ( 7) 

27 Ostentatious agent holds 
buffet 17} 

2.S Waiters pouring scorn on 
Georgia? (7) 

DOWN 

1 Powder face with small 
shovel? (4-3) 

2 Difficult to prove, die 
more irickv it is (7) 

3 Look, hidden in marsh is a 
criminal! f5) 

4 Money-making cure, vital 
to develop (9) 

5 Expresses contempt audi- 
bly for alcoholic drink (5) 

6 Quick-action receptacle 
for documents (9) 


7 Rhinestone sea-nymph 
heard? (7) 

S Strip taken from oak for a 
tanner - ? {7) 

14 Next in line appears to 
take these objects (9) 

16 Winning by depriving of 
weaponry (9) 

17 Disclaimers involving 
opening of Easter Island 

18 One screened dwarf retir- 
ing? (7) 

20 Toast hero - ice-breaker! 
(7) 

21 Post calling for literary 
knowledge? (7) 

23 Last pair in party, support- 
ing teachers, must be in- 
sane (5) 

24 Henrv finished with see- 
saw? '(5) 


Ronnie Irani said yesterday he 
has [an Botham to thank for 
starting the new year with re- 
newed hope. The Essex all- 
rounder plays his first match 
since 15 December today, when 
England mast beat Zimbabwe 
in Harare to prevent a one-day 
scries defeat. 

Mike Atherton, the England 
captain, plays in the match as 
well, despite his recent slump in 
batting form, with Graham 
Thorpe the batsman sacrificed 
to make way for both the all- 
rounders Irani and Craig While. 

Irani was in great pain from 
a back injury when England lost 
the opening one-day interna- 
tional by two wickets in Bul- 
awayo 16 days ago. Within 24 
hours he was being driven to 
Harare to have a bone scan and 
an injection into a “hot spot" in 
his lower back. After being 
told rest was the only initial 
cure, Irani admitted he thought 
his tour was over, especially 
when White was drafted in as 
cover for him. 

However, slowly at first, he 
began to test out his bowling in 
the nets with Botham in atten- 
dance for most of the time. Irani 


said: “Ian Botham has been in- 
spirational. He had back prob- 
lems in his career and he's 
helped me in slightly modifying 
my action. What I have tried to 
achieve is not to twist my back 
during my bowling action. If that 
happens I get pain, and in the 
first weeks of the lour 1 think I 
was trying too hard to impress. 

“Working with Ian, and with 
David LJoyd and John Embu- 
rey. 1 have studied myself on 
video and now 1 feci great 
about an action in which 1 use 
ray back and my physique to get 
pace and bounce. When 1 am 
bowling well 1 bit the seam reg- 
ularly and in the nets it has been 
going so well that 1 have noL felt 
I am putting any effort into it. 

“Of course. 1 must now put 
everything into action during a 
match situation, but I am very 
confident and pleased to be 
back in the side." 

Atherton, meanwhile, insist- 
ed yesterday that he had not 
considered dropping himself 
despite lour form which has 
yielded just 153 runs in 11 in- 
nings. Thorpe, of course, re- 
turned from a similar bad run 
with 50 not out on Sunday in (he 
second Test. The Surrey left- 
hander has been very much a 
fixture in England's one-day 
side in recent years. 

A curt “no” was all Atherton 


would say when asked if himself 
sitting out the match was con- 
sidered as an option and the 
skipper would not comment at 
all about England's batting or- 
der. “Wc know what it Is going 
to be, but we are not saying and 
you will all have to wait and 
sec,” said Atherton, who in the 
first one-day international 
against Zimbabwe batted at 
No 3 but made only 23 from 77 
balls. 

In his last 17 one-day innings 
Alhenon has passed 30 only 
twice and there is a school of 
thought that regards his stu- 
dious styie of batting as out of 
date in the world of 50-over in- 
ternationals. especially now that 
the first 15-over fielding re- 
strictions make quick scoring at 
the top of the order essential. 

White and Irani will share 
fifth bowler duties, and England 
are in need of an uplifting New 
Year’s Day performance. “We 
want to get back into the scries 
in this game and then go on to 
win it 2-1 on Friday," Atherton 
said. “After that we look forward 
to New Zealand and on to the 
Ashes scries against Australia 
next summer." 







These 22 carat British 
Gold Sovereigns struck 
by the Royal Mint 
weighing nearly a 
quarter of an ounce are in 
superb condition and 
are being offered for sale 
at £99.00 each including 
P&P and VAT. Apply in 
writing indicating how 
many and which type you 
require (max 2 of each 
type) using our freepost 
service or you can 
register yonr require- 
ments by phoning the 
company's freephone 
0500 011411 to confirm 
your allocation. All 
major credit cards 
accepted. DO NOT 
SEND ANY MONEY 
until notified. 

Office hours 
Mon-Fri 8-30an>5-30pm 
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